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CHAP. I. 

of DiJCnpiion of ihi Ccu,.try. Thi BrUtTU— 
Romam — Saxms — 7 be ilcptarchj. 

>JGLAND, including Wales, occupies the - 
xouihcm and by f;ir the most exiensite 
' of itie island, called by its primitive inhu- 
tjtf Tayt Frydaitt, or the beautiful isle. 

Sit liad the name of Bricnin anionic; other 
J snd it was also called ^nys iVtn, i>r 
idnnd, ivhich is the origin of the appelhv. 
^ Albion among the Greeks: and now, in 
ction with Scotland, it constitntes the 
m of Great Britain, The derivation of 
rd England is from AngUn, a province 
iject to Denmark, which furnished a gre.it 
the Saxon adventurers wlio estabhshed 
res in this division of the island, 
nd being eveiywhcre surrounded by tiie 
pt where it unites with Scotland, eujoj-s 
Ural advantage of commerce and lecu- 
beforeit knew ihe art of dcrivingpro- 
im a poweiful navy, it was exposed to 
ivasion, and has several times invited 
St of nations who wercmnreearlyskilled 
e affairs. Its general figure is triau. 
1 gular: 



2 SKGLAND. 

gular : one extremity points to the nortb» anoi 
to the east, and the third to the west. Oi 
three sides, the western is not only the long 
but also the most irregular, being indented 
broken by various tongues of land and arms of 
sea. A straight line^Jrawn from the Land'5-cn< 
Cornwall, to Berwick upon Tweed, will give 
the western side 425 miles i the same drawn (i 
Berwick to the South Foreland in Kent,will m 
the eastern side 345 miles long ; and from 
South Foreland to the Land's-cnd will give a 
of S40 miles for the southern side, 'ro fol 
the trendings of the sea, however, would va 
increase those measurements, and render 
three sides not less than 1500 miles. 

Enffland, viewed as a whole, affords all t 
beautiful variety which can be found in the n 
extensive tracts of the globe. In some distri 
verdant plains extend as far as theisye can rcj 
watered by noble streams, and covered \ 
innumerable flocks and herds : in otlwrs, 
charming vicissitudes of gently ascending 1 
and winding vales, rich in corn, or waving > 
woods and dotted with flowery meadows, pre: 
the most delightful landscapes that fancy 
form. Nor are prospects of a more sublime 
romantic kind wanting: lofty mountains, era, 
rocks, deep and narrow glens, and foaming 
rents, occasionally contrast witli barren m< 
and wide uncultivated heaths. Yet, from 
bounties of Nature, aided by the industry of 
inhabitants, few countries possess a smaller • 
portion of land that is incapable of tillapc 
improvement; though millif»ns of acres still 
main unreclaimed, and invite thr labours of 
plough. 



B ffCBenit the midtllt and the (onibcra par 

fcn^iaad pou«s the mmt tmile taxi snd t)i 

in collirued supecU Tuwarda the north, i 

'^ Am intci motmuttui, or expands into moori 

wUle the eastern coast, in many places, is eilhei 

«ndv rr mur';liy. To the WMt, or in the pri* 

f Walcf, the whole conniiy is moun 

rmiiied, however, with \-ales [>!' great 

.1 be:iory. Another raoj^ ol' hills, 

■'..I'.g :ii Alpine heights, extends front 

:id to the very heart of iliia 

. -T north to smith, dnd fonn. 

. ij between the * 

'. ktngJoin. Various ranges 

eiirni m- elevatttm present themselves 

itfereot pant J such as the Chilicm hilhrii 

\st the Malvern in Worcestershire, tha Co* 

' J in Gluucester shire, and the Wwfcin 

npsliire, Tlie county of Cornwull, vrliich it 

" t ptotaoniory. jutting into the Atlantic 

_, it altogether a rude and hilly ti act, com- 

jinig infinitely more riciwi in iu bowels than 

1^4 stttfaco. 

I hettet ■watered by 

■t than l^ngland, and none possesses i 

tn)u« Uioiest in proportion to iti extent) 

|i(;b, from the shonness of theit courses thef 

t in f{«ncr ' to run. iew of its streams swell 

' 9 nuftni ic of coniinental rivers. Those 

e northr i pans, arising from the midcll* 

[eofliills, h.ive hut a short distance W the sea, 

t dii'eciion they tiilte. In the midland 

ku, however, the Trent and tVie OMJ.t'ni^l 

-•aaJgnbir way bulhn tlieir efflux \nlo \Vfc ^ 

- Acvm, ukiiiq a very cucutvoM?. co\« 

' "'"''* ^^-^ ^^ftL wadets it Ac«vH 



4 EKGLAKD. 

considered as the second river in England. *] 
ThameS) which bears on its bosom tne weald 
many nations, is also, in point of length and in 
nitude, the first river in this country. 

The laikes of Westmoreland and Cumberl 
are more remarkable fOr their picturesque efl 
than for their extent. In most other coun 
they arc rare and inconsiderable. 

The deep indentings of the coasts, fiin 
many bays, creeks, and inlets, some of which 
capacious and extensive. Beginning in the e 
em coast, the Htimber is a considerable am 
the sea, into which several rivers pour their tri 
tary streams. The Wash is the next most 
portant inlet on this side : it is broad, but 
shallow, that the sands appear at low wa 
The Thames forms a kind of capacious fva 
for the discharge of its waters, between the co 
of Essex and Kent. At the straits of Do 
the island approaches within seven or ei 
leagues of the continent: farther on, the be 
tifm Isle of Wight, the harbour of Portsmoi 
and Southampton Water, break the regularit 
the coast, and furnish much agreeable diver 
of situation. Beyond Southampton, there 
numerous other bays and inlets in the prog 
of the coast towards the Land's-end ; and in t\ 
ing this point, St. George's or the Bristol ch 
nel opens, which, with the broad aestuary of 
Severn, deeply indents the broadest part of 
island. 

The opposite coast of Wales is broken 
various bays and inlets ; of which Milford«ha 
is one of the first in Europe, nor is the deep ; 
large bay of Cardigan unworthy of notice. 
jrond thisy Anglesea, repelling me waters of 



, gives a new litmctimi to tKe coaji, 
trunnin^ inwards along [he shores of Lan- 
|_Hnd Cumberhmd, receives many broad 
ilow streams. Solway firtli ne*(t succeeds, 
jeiher with the Cheviot hills and tht- 
f torm something like a natural boundary 
■I'Eng'tand and Scotland. 
Hard to cliniiite, England cannot boast 
In suns and balmy 7,epliyrei ye^ it is ^uf- 
■ temperate to allow the enjoyment of the 
pV eren in the severest season of ihe year. 
piosphere, however, rts is common in most 
™tiiations,isinclinedtocbi!ne55,and loaded 
Rpours, subject to frefjuenc and Hidden 
m, and more favonrabJe ij ve^ttatiori 
^thehealth of the inhabitants. No coun- 
■othed with such a. beaiititiil and durable 
ft-during the spring und gummert but the 
n frequently sufier from tempestuous 
particularly in the northern districts; and 
iits often fall short of perfect maturity, and 
>re seldom arrive at the rich flavour which 
juishcs the productions of warmer climes, 
rompen.iate tor tliesc di^aJvantajres, hci'^- 
neitlier the rigoui^ of winter nor the heats 
imer are felt to such a df:K''ee as in piral- 
ntinental climate.ij lor while the harboui-s 
illand and Germany are anuunlly locked 
Ji ice, those of Englund, and even of Scot- 
are happily eiempriid from thi; inconve- 
. It shontd be observed lifcewi'^e, that the 
■n side of tlie kinprdom, receivinff first an 
inlaiion of clouds from the Atlantic Ocean. 
meet with :iii ohstruction in their p:is^a!;e 
he central chain of hill>i, i^ niurh more 
^ to rain than ih,- eastern ; but !h« latter. 
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at if Nature was an impartial' distributer of 

flavours, is more frequently involved in fogs : 
mists. On the whole, however, if we except p 
of Lincolnshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, : 
Kent, the air is sufficiently salubrious; and 
stances of longevity occur in every district : 
every situation, which may vie with the n 
favoured regions. The modes of living, ind< 
co-operating with the density and variability 
the atmosphere, produce a long train of nerv 
complaints, which diminish the enjoyment of 
istence; but they do not seem to have any v 
considerable influence on its duration. 

Originally the island of Great Britain se< 
to have been almost wholly overrun witli wo 
and solely peopled with the inhabitants of 
forest. The wolf, the bear, the wild boar, y^ 
long the uncontrolled rangers of the woo 
but their race has for several generations b 
totally extinct. Stags, roebucks, and wild cat 
ranged the sylvan scenes, bounded over th^ hi 
or grazed in the meadows, without fear ; 
without annoyance from man ; but by degi 
the forests were destroyed, in order to make \ 
for cultivation; the marshes were drained ; : 
the wild beastSy driven from their native hau: 
gave place to such as were reclaimed and x 
acred useful auxiliaries to man. 

From the continent, however, came our m 
valuable productions, both animal and vege 
'^%]e: the former have been improved by long i 
sedulous care, and are now superior to those 
the countries from which they were origin; 
introduced; and if in any respect the latter sui 
in competition, it is only from causes not In : 
manpower to alter*— the air and the climate. 
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S ENGLAND. 

tlie fruits of the tropics may now be seen cover- 
ingthe tables of the rich. 

The birds that inhabit our groves, and delight 
the ear witli their harmony, are as numerous 
and as various as in any populous and cultivated 
country. Wild fowl in some counties are ex- 

« 

tremely plentiful; and domestic poultry every 
where abounds. 

The seas and rivers of England arc stocked 
with a great variety of beautiful fish. From the 
deep, thousands derive a subsistence; and 
policy has lately displayed itself in encouraging 
the fislieries, as a source of wealth and of 
power. 

The manufactures of England need only be 
named to be allowfed superiority over those of 
the rest of the globe. Industry, application, a 
spirit of enterprise, and steadiness of action, cha« 
racterise the inhabitants of this country, whO| 
according to a late enumeration, may amount to 
nearly ten millions; but who have achieved 
more in arms and in arts than double the number 
in any other nation on earth. 

All ancient writers who have treated of the 
origin of the first inhabitants of Britain, repre- 
sent them to have been the same people as the 
Gauls, who are also more extensively recogniz- 
ed in lii story under the appellation of Celts» 
and as the first race of men that spread over 
Europe, the greatest part of which was in their 
possession, tintil within about four hundred 
years of the christian era, when these Gothic 
tribes began to press to the westward from the 
shores of the Euxine. The historical memorials 
of the Britons themselves, corroborate such a 

statementi 



1 were the Celts of that part of the con- 
barest to Britain, who were called Bry- 
men of tumult, synonymous with which 
1 the well-known appellation of Bel- 
rhese were the three primary settlers of 
dy of the same original stock, speaking 
)n language, with some diversity of dia- 
der the same forms of government, the 
ligion» and sympathizing in the same 
and customs. The temperate regions, 
sstward, were explored by them in very 
»eriods; so that according to some wri- 
tain received its first colonies upwards 
I centuries before the commencement of 
tian era. The last of the three colonies 
entioned is supposed to have come over 

three and four hundred years before ! 

o have extended themselves through the 

parts of the island, so that after the 

r^tntA irr^ic tKn*- /'rvrit'viKnt-rt/i trs tlio r»rNt-Mi_ 
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ive generally 

tlie odiL-r two orders in that of tliei 

•le OTatea «-ere such oflJie bards as de- 

ihpIws to paniciikr arts and sciences t 

Wis rile Dftly character in *hich they 

.'iiilted 10 hold private raCctings; the 

■cs were obliged to assemble, as they 

' ii, in the eye of the light and in the 

;■ «un. Each of the three orders wore 

T riaie dress : that of the bards in cenp. 

■ : iky-blnc colour, embtematic oi" light, 

, ind tranqmUity ; white, as a itiiirk of 

,-pertainedto tbedruids; and the ovate* 

f.i, dcndingthat the knowledge of ler. 

- ^ings was Uie object of their pursuits. 

: ir.twmenta! object and principles of the 

■viicRi were the wHrch after trutli» and 4 
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the arm of slaughter, while the^r executed 
missions. But this state of disinterested i 
was at length the means of procuring to tt 
der the supreme influence in the nation, b 
perversion of its original principles : amon 
Gauls, we learn that the office of arch-drui< 
established and made permanent, in direc 
latic»n of those principles ; and the high ; 
bad acquired so great an ascendency, 
struggle successfully against the Roman i 
for nearly five hundred years. The leadii 
nets in the bardic religion were these: the 
lieved in the existence of one supreme Beir 
whom they reasoned that he could not be ; 
rial, and that what was not matter, mi 
God. The soul was considered to be a 1; 
ntelligence under a total privation of 1 
ledge, or happiness, by its falling to the 1 
point of existence. To regain the state of 
lect, it had to pass through all the intermi 
modes of existence. For such a purpose 
this cartli created, as well as other innum< 
worlds; that is, as means of approximating 
nally through varied states of being towar< 
deity. Farther, that this earth was orig 
covered with water, which gradually subs 
land animals arose, of the lowest and leas 
feet species, thus corresponding in organi: 
with die then capacity of the soul. New ( 
in tlie scale of being were successively pro 
from those, continually improving in lorn 
augmenting the capacity of intellect, so tl 
the course of ages, man ultimately appearc 
mosi perfect receptacle of the soul on this 
Hicn the soul had so augmented its facul 



iVhen the soul bccrinio attached to good, « 

'as its release to a higlier existence, wJiere 
; of memory was done away, so that it | 

collected the economy of every former 
bus being made happy, in the knowledge 
nimatcd nature below its then condition. 
:onceived that in this world, life was gra- 
increasing in quantity and perfection; ' 

refore truth and justice were advancing '^ 

th, so that the bards looked for a period 
lose attributes sliould prevail over tlie 
es of evil and devastation ; that when the 
arrived, man would then make rapid , 

:hes towards the summit of that pcriec- \ 

lich the terrestrial state is susceptible of; |- 

»n the consummation of such an event, tJie 
of this world would be answered, and it 
>e then destroyed by fire. 
was the cfiginal system of the bards; 
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no clothings wearing only rings of i; 
their necks and arms. There was a 
custom among most of the tribes, oi 
themselves with woad, when they wc 
tie, so as to appear more terrible to 
inies ; and some used to delineate the 
flowers, trees, and animals on their 1 
infusing the juice of the same plant 
sions made through the skin. They si 
hair of their heads to grow long; b 
their beards, excepting the upper li 

y houses were generally built of woo« 

vered with reeds. The towns, or villa^ 
confused parcel of such houses, pU 

J small distance apart, and, generally 

V, situated in woods, having the avenue! 

\ -J by slight ramparts of earth, or with 

V that were cut down to clear the gr< 

i jji^ those who dwelt in exposed and hilly 

J Jk-. fortitied themselves upon eminences \ 

■ ' 'j Lir entrenchments of earth. 

' ! The only commerce, which the Br 

I was carried on with the neighbourin 

* : Gaul; excepting tlie occasional voyag 

* ■ have been performed by the Phoenicia 
1 cure the tin found in the extremities o 
J sent Cornwall. The Romans extol 
i being simple and upright in their 

Wiiat they used for current money, cc 



» and thin plates of iron, or brats, we 
i tertain standard : the iron was of Uieii 
Mvciion, the brass was imported. 
On account of the nature of their constitn 
bieh divided them into small rival u;ites 
ritors were so inured to war, as to be cute 
■ C*sar, for their valoui- and the nndaiii 
avery with which tiiey went to battle. Ot 
riten describe them as not only warlike, but 
■Hghtiop in slaughter. Armed lightly, gei 
Uy with 31 spear and shield, their mode 
fhting was desultory, making impetuous n 
ckl on their enemies in small parties, havin 
cir appointed staiions, so that one detachmen 
j:ceeded anotlier, thus relieving tlie wear] 
:!i fresh troops, as the occasion demanded' 
It there was one branch in the art of war, the 
gagcinentof their chariots, wherein their jiriji- 
UIM&]tdi consisted, which they had c^iriitd 
Mndei^ul perl'eetiooj and which was of so 
nidable a nature as to throw the Roman avmy 
consternation. It may not be improper to 
Cesar's own description of their skill in tJiii 
of warfare: '* 'I'hey first drive to all parc- 
their chariots, and throw their d.irts; ;iiid 
Tcqueiitly break the ranks, by the prancing 
;ir steeds, and the noise of the wheels, 
they get among the horse, they aliglit 
le chariots and fight on foot; the chario- 
n the mean While, draw off a little from 
agement, and place themselves in snch a 
, that if these should he overpowered by 
ny, they may have an easy retreat to iho 
. By these means they mnnccuvre and 
^c with the rapidity of the cavalry, and 
less of the infantry. So dexterous are 
c a 



scythes and hooks, and carrying only the c 
who, as opportunities offered, drove in th; 
the bioken ranks of the enemy. The hora 

S; ployed in drawing those vehicles were of 

size; and their harness is described as h 

been splendidly decorated with ornaments. 

•D p Such was the state of Britain, s 

I- ' time when Cxsar was pursuing h'm < 

of glory among the Gauls: and, to o 

whom a very large army of auxiliaries is s 

in the historical memorials of the Brito 

have gone from this island, under the co 

of Caswallon, and his nephews Gwenwy 

I and Gwanar; the former of whom we sha 

in the sequel, raised to a pre-eminent si 

among his countrymen, and, in opposin] 

conqueror of the world, his name stand 

mortal! zed in history. The Britons havij 

the wars carried on by Caesar in Gaul, coi 

rably assisted his enemies, tliis gave a spt 

^- pretence to his ambit'«ous mind, ar4d l;c f 

with avidity the idea of adding luiknov^ 
jf ions, or sort of new world, to the conque 
had made on the continent. Cssar tliei 

^ collected together eighty ships at Calai 

board of which he embarked two legions, 
which he appeared on the coast of Britain 

h 
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Jnl near Deal in Kcti, in the momli of Au- 
mv and, after a short campaien, nbtaint-J ilie 
htBal submission of the iskndfrs. Alter 
||r}iad reivrned to Gaul, ihe Britons no- 
Ung to srod the hostages, vhich they hud 
Hated to do, Le empkiyed the following 
nri Tn preparing for another more rormldublc 
nnt on the i&lnnd; so that early in the &ui:- 
png suininci he had collected together ahmit 
B Kindred ships, on board of which he put 
llegtvns of infantry, with two thousand ca- 
ff, forming altogeUier an army of upwards 
jjuriy thousand men- Since the departure of 
Ir invader, the British chiefs had not been 
b for, as they anticipated this impending 
|aii they had alarmed the more distant re- 
i> to 3 sense of common danger ; and, as the 
nSbn of their union, CaswaUont the chief of 
'Sfrritory, generally included in the present 
mties of Es^ex and Middlesex, was elected by 

different states, to the supreme coinmand ; a 
efliiin who had already sipnalized himselt in 
By wars with his neighbours; and, as before 
ervcd, had been over in Gaul. This was the 
t instance in their history, of the Britons 
kinfr such an attempt to consolidate their 
i-er; and it seems to have awakened conside- 
le jealousy among some of their leaders: and, 

otherwise unaccountable plan adopted, of 
opposing the landing of the invaders, is at- 
inted to the treachery of a party amonp them, 
ded by Avarwy, or Mandubratins, who car- 
I this measure in a counsil previously held. 
tain it is, that the Romans landed without 
appearance of an enemy; nor did they meet 
h any» vntil they had proceeded to the bank!i 
of 
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of the river Stour m Kent After sercral severe 

conflicts, the Britons were a second time com* 
pelled to submit to the fortune of Cssar, and on 
the terms of peace being concluded, he retamed 
with his army into Gaul. 

A Y% About a century afterwards, in the 

A 'reign of Claudius, the Roman enagni 
were again displayed in Britain; the rude 
inhabitants were broken in several battles hj 
Plautius; and the Cantii, the Atrcbates, the Reg- 
niy and the Trinobantes, who inhabited the souto* 
east parts of the island, were obliged to submiu 
The other Britons, under Caractacus, still main* 
tained an obstinate resistance, until tliat celebnu* 
ted leader was defeated and talcen prisoner OQ 
the banks of the Severn, by Ostorius. 

A . -Q The captivity of Caractaciis, however, 

f* ' had not entirely subdued the spirit of the 

Britons ; and Suetonius, who, in the reigm 

of Nero, penetrated into the island of Angleser, 

was astonished by the general revolt of a people 

whom he considered as subdued. Inflamed by 

the indignant reproaches of Boadicca, the 4ueea 

of the Iceni, the Britons started to arms. The 

Romans were obliged to abandon London, aL 

ready a nourishing colony, and seventy thousand 

of them were imprisoned and massacied by the 

exasperated natives. Their fate, however, was 

soon after aven^od by Suetonius in a bloody and 

decisive battle, in which cifrlitv thousand feritonf 

are supposed to hiivc perished; and Boadicea, 

rather than submit to the victor, put an end to 

her life by poison. 

A T\ Julius Agricola, who governed Bii« 

gg 'tain, in the i-eigrs of Vespasian, Titus, 
and Domilian, formed a regular plan for 

subduiiig 
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■^e island, and rendering the acouisU 
JD to the conquerors. To effect this, he 
it viciorious arras northwardij pierced 
ifand mountains of Caledonia; defeated 
mana in various encountara; and having 
llin of forts hciween the Friths of Clyde 
L' he secured the Roman province from 
luns of its ferocious neighbours. 
land success in war, Agrieola united a 
reof tilt' arts of peace. He introduced 
Itts nmong the Britons; uught tliemto 
fconveniencies of life; reconciled tliem 
poan languuge and manners; and eu- 

to render rneir chains easy. By this 
^e inhabitants gradually acquiesced 
(dominion of their masters. 

•me them from the irruptions of the 
iiui Adrian built a rampart between the 
ne, and the Frith of Solway: tliis was 
med with newfortificaiions by Severus; 

1 the «; [led it ion of that emperor, during 
Ired years, such a profound tranquillity 
I in Britain, that little mention i"; made 
airs oflh.it island by any historian. The 
isiirmed, dispirited, and submissive, had 

thcidta of their former independence, 
hen the Roman empire, sunk into luxury 
ilude, was assailed by the ficrre barba- 
hf North, and the emperors wereobliged 
the distant legicin'; to the protection of 
al, that part of Britain too which li:ul 
■n Tubjcct to its sway, and softened by 
f, found enemies on its frontiers, read/ 
advantage of its defenceless situation. 
.!( who were a tribe of the Driiish race 
jorthwards bj the arms of Agrippa. 
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and the Scotch^ who were supposed to har 
gnited from Ireland, pierced the raxnp 
Adrian, and extended their ravages ot* 
fairest part of the country. The empen 
longer capable of detaching troops firo 
continent to repel them, restored the BriD 
their independence; but at the same tic 
formed them, tliey must look to themselv 
defence. Accordingly, the Romans took 
adieu of Britain, after having been mast 
die best portion of it nearly four centuries. 
A jy The abjed Britons of the south* 
.\^ ' customed to the perils of war and th< 
' of civil government, found then 
incapable of resisting the incursions of theii 
and savage neighbours. The northern wall 
again overthrown, and the ferocity of thi 
and Scots was augmented by the helpless 
tion and submissive behaviour of the vanqi 
inhabitants. The latter in vain implore 
aid of the Romans, in an epistle tQ ^tii 
patrician, which was inscribed the ** Groans 
Britons." The tenor of the epistle was sv 
to the superscription : " the barbarians," sa} 
** on the one hand drive us into the sea; the 
the other throws us back on the barbarian; 
we have only the hard choice left us of per 
bv the sword or by the waves." The Ko 
however, at this time pressed by Attila, 
incapable of yielding them any assistance 
the unhappy suitors, reduced to despair, 
attending only to tlie suggestions of theii 
fears, and to the counsels of Vortigem, the 
erf ul prince of Dumnonium, urgently but i 
invited the protection of the Saxons. 



fcni 



EtifftTJint. 5S 

II had been for stimr lime re. . .> 
^e iif ihc tno»t warlike tiihci ^,j 
■, «nd had bccnmc the terror "^* 
ibffliriiiK naritms. "nicy hnd poMM- 
reiflftmi wa masififlm the inmitH 
■ to Jiitlflfid i and at thii [icrjnil wero 
Uby Hcngiit and Horia, two brMiJiKrit 
^J ihflir divine detccnl frnm the jjod 
."bcw leader* rcci-ivcd wiili nientiire 
(aiii whkli was ri'tommctiilM by the 



pe and plundcrt tlmy embjrkcd with 
Itn handrrdorcliciruillowcrt, tn tlireo 
Hdcd ncnr the iiltt or Tlianet, and nt- 
& confidence and »uccei» ilie northcin . 

OU for theiDMlvci alunp, and not for 
t th»t ihcy hiid con<]iirrGd. Tlic fer* 
Aitin alhircJ five thnuiand Saionl to 

«mJHriij-i«t;m.l il..rv> having ron- 
Bllli-m.- witl. tlif .'^M.f, and I'icK, 
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During the struggle for independence, Voiti* 

mer had expired; and Ambrosius, who succeeded 

in the chiet command over the Britons, unitedj 

them in their resistance to the Saxons: yet Hen* 

gist maintained his ground ; and while he settU 

his brother Octa in Northumberland, he for]iie4 

into a kingdom, and bequeathed to his posterity^ 

the counties ot'Kent, Middlesex, Essex, and jiait 

of Surrey. His success allured new swarms from 

the northern coasts of Gei many ; the southern 

Britons gradually receded before the invadent 

or submitted to their sway; and yElla, another 

Saxon chief, founded the kingdom of the Soadi 

Saxons, comprising Sussex, and that portion cf 

Surrey which Hengist had not occupied. j 

The settlement of the West Saxons in Hanuh 
shire, Dorsetshire, "Wiltshire, Berk'hire, and tm 
Isle of Wight, perpetuates the name of Cerdk^ 
and his son Kenric ; but it was not till after maof 
a bloody conflict, that these adventurers enjojed 
in peace the harvests of their toils. They wei^ 
opposed by Arthur, prince of the Silurcs, \rhofl 
heroic valour suspended the declining fate of hu 
country, and whose name h is been celebrated 
by Taliesin, and the other British bards. 01 
t:iis prince many fictions are r jlated ; yet it ap 
pears, from incontestable evidence, that bothil 
personal and mental powers he excelled tlu 
generality of the human race. 

Reiterated success, and ample sc-^pcfor more 
allured fre<h tribes of Saxons to fUlow in th 
«^^.ime track. Jn 575, Uffa assumed tho title a 
king of the East Angles; in 5H5 Crida, that a 
Morcia, and Erkenwint that of the East Saxons 
this latter was disr.:emhered from that of Kent 
and comprehended Ebscx, Middlesex, and par 





gwrni DccC fi?r %titnr time rr- . .. 
J of (Tic rtioit varlikr "'*'<" "iln^* 
^and had beccnw ihc lerror ^^' 
(DUrmjj nari(ir5. 'ITcv had powci- 

BWexof tte NP;4 cdiitfiom ihc Tn'Hiih 

tiie Rhi« to Jutland ; anil ai tKis period wcro 
MrntDandcd by Hcnpist and Houa, i>^-o brother*, 
wbo boated ihcir divine descent from the god 
Woiien. These leaders rect^ivcd wiili pleaiiite 
n [QTiiaiion, wliicli was ret om mended by thv 
bi^ cf fame and plunder; tliej- embarked witb 
about siit«n liandredof tlieirfoUowcrs, in tliree 
■■(Is landed near the isi« of Thanet, and ai- 
kni with confidence snd success the nonhera . 

- ■• '— ;^ for themselres alone, and not for 

liit ihcy had conquered. The fer- 

11 aUurvd five thousiind Saiori 16 

J Hcngist and Horsa having con* 

unce wiih the Scots and Picts, 

! id been invited to resist, tnmctl 

' mcdi.iiely a^ainsr those BritoiiSf 

id cn_^ajred to protect. 

. iufTon tne rdBiam/.cd Briton', sup- 

I ol courage J ihey deposed Vorti- 

■ I led them into this error, and cho^c 

I 1- <on Vortinrer. They ventured to 

mwt iViT f ptrlidiouscneintM.and, tl'oiichgenc- 

ndly d'frsted, itie action ii distinguiUied by tb« 

death of Hurw. Hi^ brother Ilengist, however, 

rrinf.ir.n-d liv lU uui rrvmcn, Still advanced t" 

-- .ij;r, ri>r set, norcondi. 

:hc Rcittim, to ^w«W 

."•■. passed eivi-r^c v\c 
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^^ears, the victors languished in peace ; h 
the accession of Ethelbert their ardour was 
revived; and though the new monarch w 
successful in his first enterprises, he soon a 
cd an absolute ascendancy over the mine 
councils of his countrymen, by the defeat 
king of Wcssex. 

Yet the reign of Ethelbert is still more re 
able, for the introduction of the christia 
gion amongst the Saxon conquerors of B: 
Ethelljert had married Bertha, the daugh 
Caribert, king of Paris; the princess had 
lated for the free exercise of her religion ; a T 
bishop had accompanied her to the coi 
Canterbury; and her influence over Eth 
confirmed the Roman ponti£F, Gregory 
OR EAT, in the hopes he had early indulg 
converting the British Saxons. 

That prelate, while yet in a private st 
had observed in the market-place of Rome 
Saxon youth exposed to sale, whom the R 
merchants, in their trading voyages to B 
had bought of their parents. Struck with 
fair complexions, and blooming countcn 
he asked to what country they belonged ; 
told they were Angles, he replied, they 
rather to be denominated angels, and larr 
that the prince of darkness should enjoy i 
a prey. Inquiring the name of their pro 
he was informed it was Deira, a district of J 
umberland; " Deiri,'* exclaimed he, " t 
i;ood ; they are called to the mercy of Goc 
his anther, de ira. But what is the name 
kingol that province ?'* He wastold it was^ 
Alia: "Alleluia,** cried he; "we mustende 
that the praises of Godbc sung in their coui 

I 
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1 by iliese alhisioiis, he was mnlEiog prepa- 
I I'ur l]ie perilous accempt. when the esteem 
jPJOatTyinen raised him lo tiie poniitiut^, 
jnipelled bim to commit ilie pious design to 
■tine, a Roman moQl:, and t'oity associ^tvs. 
Il^no the Saxons had w-orshipped . j-. 
n, Vfhoni they believed to be the -' ' 
or of tb^T prince;, and regarded as ' ' 
Id of -war; chey fancied if they obt-aincd 
irour of this divinity, by their valour, they 
I be admitted after death into his ball ; 
■posioK ot) couches, should satiate thein- 
fmith ^ trom the skulls of dieir enemift 
I they had sla^n !a battle. Sot the other 
■m conquerors of Europe havings alreaily 
td the ciirisrian tditii, the Saxons could n';t 
regarding with veneration a doctrine thut 
■ed the ascendancy over their German brc- 
The manners and address of Bertha h»d 
ved the favourable prepossession; and 

Augustine arrived in Kent, he found his 
tiensions agreeably disappointed, ;indEthel- 
'ell disposed to listen to his precepts, and 
prospects of eternal joy which he disclosed, 
ir words and promises," said Ethelbcrt, 
fair; but, because tliey are new and iincer- 
[ cannot entirely yield to them, and relin- 

the principles wliich I and my anccitori 
so long maintained ; you are welcome, 
rer, to remain here in peace ; and as you 
undertaken so long a journey, solely as 
n for what you believe to be our atl- 
je, I will supply you with all necessaries, 
lennit you to deUver your doctrine to my 
tt." 

n 2 Augustine 
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Augustine now proceeded to preach tin 
pel with the warmest zeal to the Kentish Sa 
his self-denial excited their admiration ; hi* 
selytes were numerous; and the king hi 
was soon persuaded to receive the rite of bap 
His conversion as well as his marriage with 
tha, produced a connexion with the Fr 
Italians, and other nations on the continent 
tended to reclaim his subjects from the gro 
norance and barbarism in which the Saxon 
been involved. Ethelbert was also a wise 
lator^ and, after a glorious and beneficial 
of fifty years, he died, lamented and esteen 

His son and successor, Eadbald, seducec 
passion for his mother-in-law, deserted for 
time the christian religion, which pcrmitte 
such incestuous marriages ; but he was recla 
by the holy artifice of Xaurentius, the suc< 
of Augustine; and returning with his peop 
Christianity, expired after a reign of twent; 
years, leaving two sons, Elrmenfrid and£i 
bert. 

Ercombert, the younger, possessed hims 
the throne, and, after reigning twenty-four ^ 
bequeathed it to his son Egbert. To secui 
possession of it, Egbert put to death the sc 
Ermenfrid; yet this cruel precaution wa: 
sufHcient to transmit it peaceably to his i 
and his son Edric was thrust aside by the s 
cer arm of Lothaire, the brother of Kg 
Edric solicited the assistance of the king of* 
sex ; and in an obstinate battle I.othaire was 
The victor enjoyed his fortune but two y 
and was succeeded by his brother Widred 
a strong faction invited Cedwalla, king of 
ftezy with his brother Mollo, to attack the 



iWord. Egbert, who first succcededt 
It two years ; Cuthredi brother to th* 
ercia, ijz years ; Baldred, an illegiti- 
chof theroyal familft eighteen; and 
bulent and precarious reign, he , t> 
ed by Kgbert, king of Wessex, Z'^' 
slving the Saxon heptarchy, ' 
several kingdoms under his dominion, 
irior power and address, 
nberland was governed by Adclfi'idt 
ories over the Scots, the Picts, and tlia 
ead around tlie terror of the Saxan 
his success in war could not relieve 
the dread of F.dwin, wliom lie had 
if the kingdom of Deira. That prince, 
by Kedwald, kinjf of the East Anj^lcK, 
«netratrJ into NorilLiimberland, and 
ng Adi'lfrid in a battle, deprived him 
>'ii and life. The vacant tlirune wat 
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daughter of Ethelbert ; and that prince 
^latirig the conduct of her mother Bert 
persuaded her husband to receive the 
baptism. The example of Edwin was 
followed by his subjects ; and he had t 
faction of perceiving the majority of tl 
thumbrians had embraced Christianity, ' 
was summoned from the internal regul 
the defence of his kingdom. He perish 
his son Osfrid, in a battle with Penda 
Mercia, and Cadwallon king of the Br 
the 17th year of his reign. 

On the death of Edwin, the kingdom o; 
umberland was rent by contending princ 
. -pw an interval of ten years, it was r 
rs-t ' ^y Oswald, the son of Adelfrid, 
like his predecessor in battle, a 
succeeded by his brother Oswy. From h 
during a dark and turbulent period of a 
hundred years, the throne was success! te 
by Egfrid, Alfred, Ofred, Kenred, Os 
wulph, Eadbert, Oswclf, Mollo, Ailrec 
red, Celwold, Osred the second, and Et 
the majority of these were the victims 
ambition of their rivals, or the seditious 
their subjects. After the death of Kthell 
universju anarchy prevailed in Northuml 
and the people having, by so many fatal 
tions, lost all attachment to their governn 
princes, were well prepared to receive 
king of Wessex, for their sovereign. 

East Anglia had been compelled by t 
of Edwin to acknowledge the authority < 
wold, the great grandson of UfFa, the 
of the monarchy : in compliance with 
tcctor, Earpwoldi he had eoibraced chri 



until the acco^siou ot I'Jthelbert, « 1^ 
as treacherously murdered, by ^' * 
igof Merc ia, and his state united * 

<»tthe latter. 

kingdom of Morcia was founded by 
and was ruled for some time by his son 
After hi:; death, Ccorl, his kinsman^ 
sed to the tlirone by tlie influence of 
'Ft kinp of Kent, in prejudice to the rights 
on of wibba ; nor was it until Penda had 
1 the age of fifty, tliat the death of Ceorl 

to him the way to tlie throne of his fa- 
lich In* filled to the terror of his subjects 

neighbours. Si*gebert, Esric, and An- 
ee kings of East Anglia, perished suc- 
y in battle against him ; as did also Ed* 
I Eswald of Northumberland: he was at 
Jcfeated and slain by Oswy, brother of 
; and his crown devolved on liis son 
wlio established the cliristian religit)n in 



LI 
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danghter of Fthdbeit ; and that princess, efl 

^bttti^ die condnct of her mother Bertha, I: 
persuaded her hnihaad to receive the rite . 
baptism. The ezaniple of Kdwin was rapidl 
followed bj his tabjects ; and lie had the sati! 
faction of perceiTtiu; the majority of the Nbi 
thnmbriaiu had embraced cliristlanicy, when fa 
was summoned from the internal reflation f 
the defence of hit hrordom. He pert.shed wii 
hit son Osfrid, in m battle with Penda king a 
Mercia, and Cadvallon king of the Britons, ii 
the 1 7th year of his napi. 

' On the death of Edwin, the kingdnin of North 
umberland waftrentby contending princes) afttl 
, y^ an interval Df ten years, it «-as re- 
g^* byOnrald, the iOn of Adelfrid,w_. 
like hi* pndecesKn- in battle, and ^ 
succeeded by bis brother Oswy. From hii dB(_^^ 
during a dark and turbulent period of aboim 
hundred years, the throne n-a; successiv^y Sill 
by Egfrid, AUied, Ofred, Kenred, Osrie, Q 
wulph, Eadbert, Oswolf, Mollo, Ailred, l-thd 

. red, Celwold, Oired the lecnud, and Ethetlwit! 
the majoritjr of these wert the victims to 1 
ambition ot their rivals or the seditions spirit ci 
their subjects. After the death of Ivthelbert, an' 
universal anarchy prevailed in Nortlmnibcrland, T 
and the people having, by so many fatal revola- | 
tions, lost all attachment to their piivernment and J 
princes, were well prepared to receive t.gbtrtj'C 
king of Wesser, for their Fovcreign. I 

Last Anglia had been compelled by the anot I 
of F.dwin to acknowledge the authoriiyof Earp- I 
iroJd, the great grandson of llffa, ilio founder 1 

of the monarchy : in complta'nce v;\\?n'Vi\s%'rtj- 1 
ecctor. Earpvndd, be had «aA>s%c«d. <;\aisaanaqv 



it by ike aUure* 
ifcl'hi; wiff. I!!stleath, I'lko thai (rf^ most 
"r -violent i .in J the chrit- 

K d by ScjiebcTt, hii (uc- 

r From the reign of Se» 

fl, I .1 r>.-iin nothing worthy of 

fc uniii :hc .iLccision of Etiielfaeit, , y. 
fcu tTMcherousJy nmrdered. by -ay ' 
KlsofM?rcni, undhia atuie united ' 

■ of riic latter. 

■ kingiiom of Mcrcia was foundeJ by 
■and was ruled for sgme time by hii son 
fc After hij tle;ith, Ceorl, his kinstnitnr 
KiMd lo the throne by the influence of 
pn kin? of Kent, in prejudice to the riehta 
BonnfWibba; nor was it until Penda had 
Kl the iige of fifty, th^t the death of Ceorl 
B to bim thi: way to the throne of his fa- 
Biicb he Hiked to the terror of his siibjcett 
B neiyhbiMirs. Segebert, Esric. and An- 
Beakiu^i of East Angli^i, perished suc- 
BV m battle Rgainst liim ; as did nUo Ed- 
H £«\vald [if NurthiimberUiiid : he was at 
Bdefraleif and slain by Oswy, brother of 
■{ and his crown devolved on his son 
Kwho estaiiliihed the christian religion in 
L I'eada died a violent deatli. and wax 
med in oriier by Woll'herc. by Etliclredt 
Bd, Ccolred, and EthcUiald, whose varioni 
Bomprise an unimpurunt period of about 
Be vcark 

■b3 hi fell in a popular Kedition; and the 

Bd /or ilia martiaj tajdttl tliijn hvs »\U'A\- 
K^^"' ■^e retfiiecd to h sf.tXC oi icycvv 
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kiTifr of Wes&cx the counties of Oxford and GIoii« 
cester; but the rcput;ition he hud acquired kt : 
arms w;i.s attainted by his treacherous murder of 
Elhelbtrt, king of the Fast Angles, whom hi 
had invited to Hereford to celel:«"ate his nup*. . 
tials with his daughter Elfrida, amidst the fcK^ 
tivity of the entcrtainn\ents. The reduction of " 
Kas^jr Anglia was the iew:ird of the bloody per*- 
fidy ( yet OfFa endeavoured to palliate his guilt, 
by an artful zeal for the catholic church; he 
made a pilgrimage to Rome, and the better ta 
ingratiate himself with the pontiff, he engaged 
to support there an English college. In order 
to raise the income necessary, he laid die tax of- 
ft penny on each house worth tliirty pence a year) . 
this impost was afterwards levied on all Kng-, 
landt and was commonly denominated Peter • 
pence ; and thii^ipji conferred at first as :i giftp 
was afterwards claimed as a tribute by tlic holf 
see. OfFa died, a ft or a rcijjn of thirty-nine years | 
and such was the ctTect of his liberality to ec> 
clcsi:Lstics, that William of Malmcsbury de- 
clares Iiimsolf at a loss to determine whether his 
merits or his crimes preponderated, llie tran- 
sient reign of his son Egfrith produced nothing 
memorable; and his kinsman and successor 
Kenulph, after nbt lining and abusing a victory 
over P^gbert king of Kent, was himsell killed in 
an insurrection of the East Angles. Pie left his 
son Kcnclm a minor, wlio was murdered the 
same year by his sister Ouendrade, who aimed 
at the government ; but s]\e was supplanted by. 
her uncle CooluF, who two years after was de- 
thronc<l by lieornulf. The reign of this usurperi 
"who was uot of the royal family, was short and 
uniortuuiite: he was defe«iu:d l/y the West 

Saxon.s 



.-^yns, and litlled bjr hi% own subjecii. Ludf- 
I . his succeisor, underwent the same fate; and 
Ilt the ninii!lmou! reign of Wiglaff, the 

'.>a« ofMerciawjj finally subverted by Eg^ 
i. who WHS gradually absorbing the hep- 

l-.iscx was formed into 3 feingdom hy Erfcin- 

.'. but 4iFoni* learcely anjr mHterials for his- 

I he names of the princes who succeeded 

rV-.indjr, werv Sleda, Sebert, Sexted. and 

:?bcn the Little, Sigebert the Good, 

-iVheri, Offa, Selred, Swiihred. Si- 

L-i_^ered. The christian religioi 

li; Sebert; was renounced hy Se«ed 

■ ; and was re-established b? Sigcberc 
. liLit Sigered, tbe last of the kings oj 

: linable to resist thearms of Egbert, 

.>■. became the prey of [he vicior. 

li tlie smallest kingdom of the 

iit^hyt and is the least known. 

! by ^lla; and during the reign of 

-rill \,iisa became dependent on Wessex: 

-Iwoich, one ofihe successors ofCissa, was 

.:i in bjitle by Cedwella king of Wessetj 

ui W2ie murdered by the conqueror, and' 

■ri of Sussex was the first step which 

ions made, towards acquiring the 

■ ly of England. 

inm of Wessei, which finally swal- 
i liie other Saxon stales, was estab- 
^fi^5c^lltJl. Cerdic, its founder, and 
. Il, encountered, in many doubtful 
r-atiwes; jnd confirmed, in obslHmVe 
. [■'o,..h l--4ttlos, tAenwnial spirit of tWn V"^ 
rr. Cejutin, tbc ion and sucres^ot ot ^« 



A Y) than his predecessors: he acqtinl 
5fiO ' ^^ ^'^^ counties of Devon and Soi 
but bis invasion of his Saxon neig 
provoked a general confederacy, and L 
vrho had lost by his haughtiness the afi 
of his subjects, was expelled from his throi 
died in exile and jniser)\ Cuichelme, ani 
win, his sons, governed jointly the kingdc 
the expulsion of the latter, and the death 
former made way for Cealric, to whom si 
A T\ ^^ Ceobald, by whose death K 
^ , * inherited the crown. This prin 
braced Christianity, and was sue 
by Kenwalch, after whose death the ki 
was governed by his widow Sexburga f 
years; and on her decease, Edwin asceni 
throne, but his reign was short, and 
his successor Kenturin inglorious; nor 
until the sceptre passed to Ceodwalla, tj 
jnartial glory of the West Saxons r 
Under that prince, however, they subdi 
kingdom of Sussex, and ravaged that of 
satiate of glory, Ceodwalla retired to Ror 
resigned his crown to Ina, who inheri 
military virtues of his predecessor, and 
to them the more valuable ones of justice, 
and prudence. He made war upon tlie 
m Somerset, conquered the province, anc 
an humanity uncommon in that age, s 
the vanquished to retain their propert 
share the legal institutions of the vidlon 
long reign of thirty-seven years may be re 
as one olthe most glorious and most proj 
of the hept:irchy : m the decline of his 
made a pilgrimage to Rome, and, aftei 
turn, sbxit hlmsclt up in a cloisteri where ] 
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i- thewillof Ina, his crawn <!cic«ndt(l w 

Isrrf. tlie broihtr nf hii coniorl; his prt« 

- ...-,.■ ineffcctuallj' disputed hj Otmld, 

t .1 mcirt^ immcdiali: JcKcnt from 

'.I'.indcr of tlie tnonai-chr i and oa 

. AdebrJ.liiscoasinCudrBd 

jiticeabl/ to the throne. 

1 iliii prince vit diiitinguislir 

■■'. vittorr whicli he obtained oyer 

■.k'lcia at Bufford ; but his kitm; 

■ ■, Sigehen, iitfither iiiberiied hisfir- 
'.une; and being dethroned by his 

Mulph was crowned in lli.i ]A»ce. 

■imphcd in arms over the Britons, 
' '.'ime diminution of repuutinn ii 

;jiT\st Mereia: lie was mixa^aaicl 
■ :. tlie braihcr of Sigebert; yet Kyn< 
: not ibc fruits ofhis crime, but fell 

;lic rcwntiiiCTt of ibe West . jj 
i the vacant tlirone was oc- _g. * 
:iri[hric, who was r"""^'"''- 

house of Cerdic. 

i>r the West Saxons, Iiowcrer, were 

■ jrds Egbert, a grandson of Inpld, 
■■i' Ina, whow early uirtives promised 
memory of that illustrious monarch. 
n of Briihric wai awaVened by the 

. bit subject*, and Kgben Red from 
: .if his sovereign to tlie court of 
■ ■_■. Here he studied the character 

it the friendship of iho celebrated 
■lit; West J his miinners wcrir ptili.shed, 
1 I improved by the society and ct 
...- the French; but in ex'i\e W ■> 

by his cftuntrymcn. 'Vhe tvuc\r 

t'l Urttiak and h\t 
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barga, reverted on their own heads : a poiso 
cup, which had been intended by the queen 
an obnoxious noble, was fatal to Brithric, x 
drank part of it, unconscious of its contents. '. 
widowimmediately took refuge in France, whe 
Egbert, by the unanimous voice of his couni 
men, was called to fill the throne of Wessex. 
A -pj In the long and bloody conflicts of 

TQQ ' Saxon princes, Egbert was the i 
descendant left, of those who origin: 
subdued Britain, and who enhanced their 
thority by claiming a pedigree from Woe 
the supreme divinity of their ancestors. "1 
though invited by this circumstance to inv 
his Saxon neighbours, he chose rather to t 
his arms against the Britons of Cornwall, wl: 
he defeated in several battles; when he was 
called from improving his victories, in ! 
quarter by the hostile incursion of Bemulf, k 
of Mercia. 

Before tlie accession of Egbert, the Merci 
had very nearly attained the absolute sovereig 
in the heptarchy; their authority or their 
fluence was extended over the East Angles, : 
the kingdoms of Kent and Essex ; and they 
pired to the dominion of Wessex ; but their 
reer was checked by the presence of Egb 
who defeated them with cruvl slaughter in \\ 
shire. Kent and Essex were the prey of 
victor, and Bernulf, king of Mercia, himself 
rished in an attempt to quell a revolt of 
East Angles: his successor Ludican, about t 
years after, met the same fate ; when the y. 
cians submitted to Egbert, who allowed Wi| 
their countryman to retain the title, while 
himself exercised the real powers of sovercigr 

T 



)rt1iiiinbriant, involved Inflnarcliyt coutt* 
Jnterierente of a prince, whotn powet 
Mcoroto ihcm seme form of Boveinmem. 
thoiPCver,5ti!l allowed to Northumberlimd, 
led done to Mercia and E.iit An?li^, the 
p o( electing a viceroy, but wnwe au- 
depended on him alone. 
I, abODt four hundred years froin the 
rival of the Saions in Britain, the pru- 
tnd polic; of Egbert united the . ^ 
ms of the heptarchy ; but to g'„ " 
ice knowledge and arts amonu^si 
blhabitants vtu a more arduous task, 
■nicy had not hitherto banished their ig- 
t, or sortened the ferocity of their man- 
tedulityand superstition had accompanied 
Otrines of Rome ; and the reverence to> 
nintt and reliqnes seems almost to haTc 
Ked the adoration of the Supreme Being. 
:ic observances were esteemed more meri- 
dian the active virtues i and bounty to 
urch atoned for every violence against 
. The saeerdot.il habit was the only ob- 
T«(pect: hence the nobility preferred the 
f and sloth of the cloister to the tumult 
arj of war; and the kings, impovepsbed 
r contiutial benefactions to the church, 
Ititbcr able to reward valour, nor retained 
eeM support (heir government. 
ther inconvenience attended this corrupt 
I0f Christianity: the Saions were tau);ht 
■Wnk* a profound veneration for the hol^ 
ad the biiadnesi and lubmissive dJsposi^ 
F the .people encouraged the successors 
Pmr to sovance ever/ day in their cn- 
MMMtM tW isd^ea<i0icc a€ tbe Eng- 
.HjL a lish 
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lish cburch. In the eiffhth centurr, VTil 
bi bhop of Lindisfeme» tne sole prelate of 
Northumbrian kingdom^ appealed to R 
against the decisions of an English synodf 
thus laid the foundation of the papal pretena 
which vre shall 6nd in the sequel, were cai 
to the most disgraceful, heights, and subi 
to with a patience that almost staggers belid»' 

CHAP. II. .^ 

From the Union of the KingtUmt of tbi H^imA 
under Egbert ^ to the Norman Conqmstm >f^ 

' A D nP^^ flattering hojpes of pi 
fi^'-fiofi '^ which the inhabitants 6f 
05f7-030. ^^^ jjj^^ entertained, by the 

of the kingdoms of the hcptirchy, were 

overcast by the appearance of the Danes. 

rictorious arms ot Charlemagne had ra' 

Germany ; and laxr^ bodies of the nativeii 

elude his arm, had retired to Jutland. RtMl 

that northern extremity they retaliated on FVaafll 

the evils with which they had been afflicted i tt^ 

the natives of Jutland, participating Itk tbeirii| 

tentment, concurred in their enterprises*' 'M 

their predatory excursions thcv were tempted ll 

k jy visit England i and the booty th^ m 

71)7 '" quired aUured them to fiteqoent deicMl 

^ ' * After an unsuccessful attempt oa4w 

thumbcrland, they plundered the isle of Stopffa 

Aj^ain they disembarked in Dorsetshire mjl 

thirty-five ships ; but being encountered at Chad' 

mouth bv Egbert, the V \vwe deMted in a blood} 

j^ Yy Dattlo ; and though in 9 second invaiial 

z^* they were supported -by the Britons \9( 

"*" Cdrnwallf thff wer»'0^ hrown^^fU 

ttsidctttli 




retign to his «on AthelsUn 
i of Esser, Kent, and Sussex. The 
sensions which this partition wa« 
' inspire^ was suspended by the ter- 
nesy whose inroaas were felt through 

Suffolk, Norfolk, and Kent. In 
> ther swept away the goods, the 
ren the wretched inhabitants; and 

to their ships, set sail to some dis- 
which was not prepared for their 
fhough often repulsed, and some- 
^ they could not be expelled; they 
liemseWes in the isle of Thanet and 
I whence they incessantly harassed 
the adjacent coasts. 
ese distractions, the pi^ty of Ethel- 
ipelled him to make a pilgrimage to 
ler he carried his fourth son Alfred. 
iihe married Judith, the daughter 
tt>r Charles the Bald; but on his 
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and» with the same facility of disposi^ 
mly mnted to the priesthood a perpeo 
to tithes, but exempted it from all wen 
imposts. 

. jv Ethdwolf lived only twoyn 

'^y* making this important grant 

chufcfa ; and by his will he divic 

land between his two eldest sons, Ethell 

£chelbert; the west being assigned to 

mer» the east to the latter, Tm reign < 

bald was short and licentious; and h 

united the whole government in the ! 

his brother^ who* during five yearst \ 

with justice and prudence* andbeques 

sceptre to his brodier Ethered. 

A jv The valour of Ethered was 

■^r • to stem the torrent of adverj 

^^^' . Danes ravaeed East Anglia» p< 

into the kingdom of Northumber&nd, a 

the city of York. Pressed in the north 

red* and his younger brother Alfred* 

£ompanied him in all his martial en 

the enemy directed their march towai 

^hire; and* after being defeated in i 

field* sought shelter within the walls of 

Thence they infested the country ro 

fought with vanous success the battles 

and Basing. In the first the English 

advantage; in the last they were var 

and Ethered receiving a wound whic 

mortal, transferred his kingdom and th- 

its delence to his brother the illustrious 

A rv This jpiince was only t\^ 

A, * years of a?e when he ascc 

^^^' throne. With his father Eth 

bad made the pilgrimage to Rome* ai 
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i^Hnd in a second risir to the Rfjman 
theTliirJ predicted his fiituix- great- 
earlj- education hnd been neglected, 
fcecita] of some Saxan poemi awakened 
*^ geniuij and he applied himself with 
t and success to the study of the Lntin 
From these liberal pursuita, howevwi 
grly recitlled by the danger of his coun- 
■rcely had he buried his brother when 
ibliged to take the field, in order to op- 
Danes. At Wilton* lie gave battle to 
Jlrrs, bat in pursuing his advantage too 
hfae wax oppressed by numbers, and was 
! to relinijuish the field. He was. still 
, formidable t and though the West 
vlone fallowed his standard) he obligeil 
tits to conclude a treaty, in which they 
B^ swore to evacuate bis territoriesi ■ The 
ras taken and violated with equal facility ; 
LllVed, who had confided in the sacred 
tion, was surprised and routed by new 
IS of invaders, near Exeter. He collected 
altered forces, fought eight battles in 
?ar, and was probably successful in mosti 
be compelled the Danes to sue again for 
, on condition of being a1l6wcd a settle- 
in Enghmd, and engaging to oppose the 
ice of any more of their countrymen. The 
y arrival, however, of another body of 
t evinced their perfidy; tlie new invaders 
QlDe(ti>y the old ; and seizin? Chippenham, 
IbS tlujir ravages orer WiltJiire. 
Urn utwrpected event, the spirits of the 
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fred» whose prudence converted them froi 

tal enemies into faithful fiiends and c< 

rates. He proposed to Guthnxm and ! 

lowers, to re-people the deserted parts c 

Anglia and Northumberland; but he c 

from them a pledge of their future sincei 

stipulating that tlicy should embrace chris 

The Danes complied ; and Guthrum recei 

the adopted son of Alfred, the name of Atl 

The success of this expedient seemed 

respond with Alfred's hopes : die great 

of the Danes settled peaceably in their ne^ 

ters; the more turbulent procured sub: 

by ravaging the coasts of France; and 

vcnil years England enjoyed a state o 

quillity. 'J 'his period Alfred employed i 

lilting the administration of civil and c 

justice, and of providing for the future ( 

»)f the island. lie rcpaii-ed the ruined 

built castles and fortresses; and establ 

regular militia. But, sensible that the 

protection of an island must be a navyj 

creased the shipping of his kingdom, and 

his subjects to maritime conflicts. His 

were stationed with such judgment as c 

ally to intercept those of the Danes; : 

a long time the inroads of those rapac 

rates were either prevented or repelled. 

At length Hastings, the celebrated 

chief, havmg exhausted the provinces of 

along I he I-oire and the Seine, appeared 

coast of Kent with 'J.SO sail ; v/lu re the 

part of the Danes disembarking, sei/ed 1 

of Apuldorc. Hastings himself, with a 

ti'^hty sail, entered the Thames, and : 

^tihon in Kent: but, on the first alarm. 



liey erected new works for their protec- 
n a similar enierprisey Hastings had been 
e more fortunate; and was glad to find 
Lt Bamflete, near the island of Canver. 
these invaders, the attention of Alfred 
1 distracted by a new enemy. Guthrum 
ired; and his followers, who had been 
1 Northumberland, had embraced piracy. 
ere repulsed in two succes.^ive attempts* 
roasts of Devon and Sussex : several of 
ps were taken; and they themselves, dis- 
d by the difficulties they had met with, 
I to the settlements in Northumberland, 
li version which they had made, enabled 
s to quit his retreat, and to recommence 
.ges; but while he was plundering the 
luntr'y, his fortifications at Bamflete 
rmcd by the English, and his wife and 
his sons were made prisoners. These 
estored to the Danish chief, on the con- 
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them l>eing taken, they were tried at Wind 
and hanged as public robbers. 

This well-timed severity restored tranq 
to England; not only the East Anglia 
Northumberland Danes, but the Welsh ac 
ledged the authority of Alfred. By pru 
by justice, and by valour, he had now estal 
his sovereignty over all the southern parts 
island, from tne English Channel to the fn 
of Scotland; when, in the vi^ur of his ac 
the full strength of his faculties, he expired 
a glorious reign of twenty-nine years a 
half, in which he had deser\'edly attain 
appellation of Great, and the title of f< 
of the English monarchy. 

The character of Alfred is almost anri 
hi the annals of human nature; so happil 
all his virtues tempered together, so justl; 
they blended, that each prevented the othe 
exceeding its proper boundaries. He rec< 
the severest justice with the gentlest lenit 
brightest capacity and inclination for s 
witn die most shining talents for action 
civil and his military virtues are almost c 
the objects of our admiration ; and natur 
as if desirous that so bright a production 
skill should be set in the fairest light, h 
stowed on him every personal grace and : 
plishment. 

The martial exploits of Alfred give 
imperfect idea of his merit; it is chiefly 
discerned in his civil institutions, many of 
still exist. The violence and riipacity 
Danes had subverted all order throughot 
land; and to provide a remedy for tl: 
which their licentiousness had occasioui 



(mgdom into coontiei: th«»s 
ts hundreds, and the huiidrcdt 
en householders formed a tiih> 
liwerable for each other's con- 
«^om a headborough was ap- 
e: every man was registered in 
d none could chan^ his habi- 
l certificate from the headbo- 

ttration of justice, the headbo- 
I his tithing to assist him to 
jal difference which occuired 
•ers. In affair* of greater mo- 
Toversies between members of 
, the cause was brought before 
hich was regularly assembled 
ks. In theirmechod of decision 
in of juries; twehe freeholder) 
o, together with the presiding 
.at division, were sworn to ad- 
.1 justice in the cause submitted 
on. 

ourt, which met twice a year, 
the freeholders of the county, 
bat of the hundred, from which 
Is. The bishop with the alder- 
.t) the latter originally possessed 
nd military authorit}- ; but Al- 
lat this conjunction of power 
! nobility dangeraus, appointed 
county, who was equal 'wilh th« 
judicial function: and whose 
guard the rights of the crowa 
md to levy the fincB. . . - 
ustice in these couns, ihpre lay 
king in council; and '^ Si^""? 
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dMset his tune mntt have beon endrelj engro 
bad be not taken care to correct the corrap 
or ignorance of the lower magistrates, an 
instruct his nobility in letters and laws, 
guide them in the administration of justice 
named a code» which, though now lost, sei 
long as the basis of English jurisprudence, 
is generally deemed the origin of what is 
denominated the common law. 

To encourage learning was no less the cai 
this illustrious prince, llie ravages of the D 
had sunk England in such barbarism, that 
frtdf on his accession, knew not one person • 
€£ the Thames, who could so much as intei 
the Latin service; and very few even in 
northern parts who had reached that pitd 
erudition. To supply this defect, he invite< 
most celebrated scholarsfromall parts of Eur 
be established schools, and founded, or at 
revived, the university of Oxford. But the i 
effectual expedient was his own example 
usually divided his time into three equal 
tions ; one was employed in exercise, or the r 
tion of the body; another in the dispatch ol 
siness; and a third in study and devotion, 
sible of the incapacity of his people for spei 
tive pursuits, ha conveyed his morality by 
logues, parables, stories, and apophthegms cc 
ed in poetry; he translated the rabies ^ A 
the histories of Orosius and Beda, and J^e* 
on the consolation of philosophy;"* nordi 
deem it derogatory from his high characti 
sovereign, legislator, warrior, and politiciaQi 
to lead the way ia literary studies. 

* Aeeordlnj; tea mtnuscript In the Cottoiiiaa librar 
work WK tna.JAted while be iviidcd at Woodttock. 



; Mid ivih w;ii tht imprMsion et hit tics- 
f TJniw, that not orly hi* tnltjcct*, em 
' , Tcsatdcd IiTRi H one of tlic gmtest 
■.•Im Sitd ap[«»i«d on the theatre of tbe 

IS nf Alfred bj* . jv 

duughtcT rrf a ^,"- 

he yoBnx" 'o- " 

o for Intm, 3r\6 lived 

f.itd rhc drier iTicceeded 

ai well ill the ihrone of 

I lifi aulboritr in annt 

\'n couMR-jeennxn 
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.wordijof it. He crashed Alfred, a f 
nobleman, who had conspired against 
penetrated into Scotland, and extorted 
misaon of Constantine its king; he re< 
4>bedience the turbulent Nonhumbria 
deficated with considerable slaughter, th( 
and Wdsh. Nor ^s he inattentive to t 
nal xeffulations of his kingdom; and 
which lie enacted, that a inerchant \^ 
made three sea voyages of any length 
own account, should be admitted to the 
a thane or gentleman, is a proof of ju 
soaring above the prejudices cf the a* 
died at Glocester, after a reign of six tec 
and was succeeded by Edmund his Ic 
brother. 
M Yk The reign of Edmund was sh 
• Q4.1 * ^'^ death violent: he chastised th 

' umbrians who had risen again 
he conquered Cumberland from tiic Bri 
conferred it on Malcolm king of Scoi 
condition that he should do him homaj 
but he perished by the hand of Leolf, ; 
ous robber, whom he had sentenced tc 
xnent, but who presumed to enter the roy 
xnent. The king commanded him t* 
Xieolf refused to obey; and Edmund, i 
choleric, seized him by the hair, when 
fian gave him a mortal wound with a d 
A T^ Edred, the brotlier and succ 
^J^ ' Edmund, emplo^'cd the first mo 
his accession in reducing to obedi 
Northumbrian Danes, and in compelli 
colm king of Scotland to renew his hoi 
the lands he held in England. Tho 
destitute of courage, he was an abject 

*up( 



solute ascendancy over Edred) and was 
1 at the head of the treasury. The austc- 
'hich had contributed to his advancement 
;alously promoted; and the celibacy of 
s becoming a favourite topic at Rome, the 
undertook to make all the clergy in the 
rn world renounce the privilege of marri- 

In England he was seconded with ardour 
unstan, who introduced the reformation 
lie convents of Glastonbury and Abingdon ; 
le secular clergy were not inclined tamely 
rt with the privileges they had enjoyed; 
r'hile the minds of the people were violently 
:ed by these religious controversies, Edrcd 
ted this life. 

c children of Ed red were too young * yx 
ar the weight of government, and gl- 
bre the throne was filled by his nc- 

Edwy ; whose graceful person had nrepos- 
{ his subjects in his favour; but he had 



^tb evseiy opprobrious epithet that conic 
applied to the sex» thrust the queen from 
royal consort. To avenge this insult, £ 
accused Dunstan of malversation in the treas 
and banished him the kingdom. But duriu] 
absence, his party proceeded to more oiitrag 
acts of violence. Archbishop Odo, with a i 
of soldiers, seized the queen, burned her 
with an hot iron, and forcibly carried her 
Ireland. £dwy, incapable of resisting, wai 
liffed to acquiesce in a divorce; and the unhs 
Elgiva, attempting to return to the arms d 
fausbanid, was seized by the infernal Odo, ^ 
with the malice of a demon, caused her ti 
hamstrung, of which she expired a few 
after at Grlocester, in the sharpest torments. 
Not yet satiated with this horrible trengei 
the monks encouraged Edgar, the younger 
ther of Edwy, to aspire to the throne; and 
put him in possession of Mercia, Northun 
land» and 'Bast Anglia. Dunstan returns 
England* to support him with his influence, 
was tfittalled in the see of Canterbury, 
unhappy Edwy was excommunicated ; but 
death, which happened soon after, delivered 
from monk&h persecution, and gave £( 
peaceable possession of the throne. 
Ar\ ^ihe ciipacity of £d|^ar was displ: 
g.Q ' in the fortune of his reign; by his ^ 
' rous preparations for war, he enfo 
peace ; and awed equally the foreign and 
mestic Danes. The neighbouring soverei 
the king of Scotland, the princes of Wale 
the Isle of Man, of the Orknies, and of IreL 
i^'ere reducd to pay him submission ; but 
chief means by which he preserved internal t 

ouil 



and a great prince, but as a man of 
?9 and even a saint. Chastity y how- 
not be reckoned .among his quali- 
' broke into a convent, carried off by 
violated Editha, a nun; yet the only 
t which the grateful Dunstan imposed 
r?^e, was, that he should abstain from 
3 crown for seven years. At Ando- 
dgar, struck with the beauty of the 
F a nobleman, in whose house he lodg- 
moniously demanded of the mother 
img lady might be allowed to pass 
lignt with him. The mother, well 
with his impetuosity, thought it 
easier to deceive than to argue: she 
irected a waiting-maid named I'.lilcde 
:o the king's bed, after the company 
I to rest. The dawn of light revealed 
ure; but Edgar, well plea^^cd with his 
, v/as fir from rcscntin;j the fraud ; 
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vanquished by the beauty of Elfrida ; an<I w! 
he returned to his master, he assured him, t 
Elfrida possessed no charms of superior lus 
He however remarked, that die would be on 
whole an advantageous match for him, \ 
might by her birth and riches make him su6 
ent ' compensation for her homeliness. Edf 
pleased to establish his favourite's fortune, : 
warded his success by a recommenda*ion to 
parents of Elfrida, whose hand Atlielwold s* 
obtained. 

Envy, which ever pursues the favourite 
a king, speedily informed Edgar of the in 
Before he avenged, however, the treacherj 
Athelwold, he re&olved to satisfy himself ot 

Suilt. He told him he intended to visit his < 
e, and to be introduced to his wife; on wh 
the favourite, incapable of refusing the bono 
revealed the whole transaction to Elfrida, t 
conjured her to disguise that beauty which 1 
seduced him from hts fidelity. But the amb 
ous fair* exasperated at an artifice which I 
defrauded her of a crown, appeared before 1 
gar in all her charms, and kindled in his bo8< 
at once the passions of desire and revenge: 
repressed, however, his emotions, until he 1: 
an opportunity, in hunting, of stabbing AtF 
wold» and soon after reaped the harvest of 
guilt, by marrying his widow. 
. Y\ Thereignof Edgar lasted sixteen yea 
' - ' and he was succcodcd by Edward, wh< 
'*' he had hv his first niarri:ige with 1 
diiughter of earl (-)rdmer. This prince ¥ 
anointed and crowned by Dun'stan at Kingst< 
and lived four years after his accession. I 
deatli alone was niemorable and tragical: thou 



at she had long wished for. Alter r^ 
ing his horse, he desired some liaiior to 
ignt him; and while he was lioldtng the 
his mouth, a servant of l^lfrida approach* 
. stabbed him behind. The prince set spnrs 
lorsc, but faint with the lo.ssof blood, he 
m the saddle, and his foot being en tan* 
the stirrup, he was dragged along until 
red. His vouth and innocence procured 
? title of Martyr; and the son of Elfrida 
the advantage of his mother's crime. 
the age of eleven, Ethelrcd was >. ^^ 
on the throne of England; his reign '^ 
ig and inglorious : the surname of ^ ' 
ly was the reproachful epithet of his 
isB, The Danes resumed their ravages ; 
lelish were betrayed by the cowardice or 
city of their leaders; and the force which 
en created by the genius of Altred, dis- 
undcr tlic feeble administration of Eihel- 
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jrance of the northern invaders. Sensil 
superiority of these hardy warriors, it 
the custom of Athelstan and Edgar to 
their pay, bodies of Danish troops. T 
[ . cenaries, by their arts and valour, had 

themselves so agreeable to the fair sex, 
debauched the wives and daughters oJF 
lisli ; but what most provoked the ir 
was, that instead of defending them a 
vaders, they were ever ready to join tl 
^ foe. 'Iliis animosity inspired Etnelred 

j ' resolution of massacring the Danes xh 

i: his dominions. Secret orders were d 

to commence the execution every whe 
A jx same day ; and so well were th 

1 IQiYj' ^^^^"^^^» ^** ^^^ rage of 

^1 >^ fjQ ^*^^^» sanctioned by authority 

* distinction between innocence 
I . and spared neither sex nor age. 

'( AD Tiiis barbarous policy, howevi 

;i 1003* long remain unrevenged- S\ 

'-I ij ' hislbancs, who wanted but a 

j i- ^ for invading England, appeared off tl: 

j' coast, when earl Hugh, a Norman, ai 

: [ nor of Exeter, betrayed that city into th 

'I ' thence they extended their devastatio 
■ *, sight of the walls of London. The cal 

the English were augmented by famine 
' ' consented to purchase a nominal peu< 

payment of thirty thousand pounds. T 
received the money without discontini 
ravages : a second peace, which tliey $• 
price of forty-eight thousand pounds, 
i observed; and now contributions ' cot 

' be extorted. TTie English nobility, 

despair, swore allej^iance to Sweyn, 
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Sweyn; when the F.nglish pre- * I 

nobles invited him to resuinc the rnynl / 

fm But on his return they soon disco- 
lat adversity h:id not corrcctoJ his er- 
displaycd the same incapacity^ indo* 
wurdicc, and credulity. Canute, the 
mccessor of Swcyn, and no less terrible 
; father, after ravaging the eastern 
id burst into the counties of Dorset, 
id Somerset. He was opposed by Ed- 
le eldest son of Ethelrcd; but the Eng- 
icrs demanded the presence of their 
I ; and being disappointed in that hope, 
iually retired from the camp. Kdmond, 
- able to keep the field, set out for Lon- 
ich he found in confusion, from the 
:he king, who had expired, after a reign 
five years. He left two sons by his 
lage, Edmond who succeeded him, and 
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perfidy of Edric dulce of Mercia. He was, b 
ever, still formidable: and at Glocester prepa 
attain to dispute the field, when the Danish 
English nobility, equally harassed, obliged t 
kings to submit to a compromise, and to n 
a partition of the kingdom. Canute reserve 
himself the northern part, and relinquished 
southern to Edmend. This prince survivec 
treaty about a month; he was murdered at 
ford by two of his chamberlains, accomplia 
Edric, who thereby made way for the succes 
of Canute the Dane, to the crown of Enfflan 
A -TN Canute immediately resolved to 
1017 ' ^^^3^^g^ of the feeble years of £< 
and Edward, the infant sons of Edm 
To cover, however, his injustice under plau 
pretences, before he seized their domizuona 
summoned a general assembly of the statv; 
order to fix the succession of the kingdom, 
here suborned some nobles to depose, that ix 
treaty of Glocester, it had been verbally agi 
in case of Edmond's death, to name Canute 
cessor to his doYninions, or tutor to his child 
and this evidence, supported by the powc 
Canute, determined the states to vest in hin 
government of the kingdom. Jealous, howc 
of the two princes, he sent them abroad t( 
ally the kin^ of Sweden, whom he desired to 
him by their death from all future anxiety. 
Swede, too humane to comply with the c 
request, conveyed them to Solomon kinj 
Hungary. The elder died without issue ; 
Edward the younger married Agatha, the si 
in-law of Solomon, and daughter of the emp 
Henry the lid. by whom he had Edgar A 
ling, Margaret, afterwards queen of Scotl 



Cnglish; he restored the Saxon cus- 
rradually incorporated the victors 
nquished. Though the distance of 

of Edmond seemed to secure him 
:nterprises, he dreaded the preten- 
ed and Edward, who were supported 
le Richard duke of Normandy. To 
riend^ip of that prince, he paid his 

his sister Emma ; and the widow 
consented to hestow her hand on the 
enemy of her former husband, on 
at the children of their marriage 
It the English throne, 
terrepellnig the attack?? of the king 
invaded and subdued the kingdom 

At leisure from war, however, he 
w towards that future existence, 

natural for the human mind, whe- 

1 by prosperity, or disgusted whh 
> niuto tlu» obirrt of its atienlior.. 
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while the tide was rising; and as the waters 
proached, he commanded them to rettre» anc 
obey the voice of him who was lord of the oa 
But when the sea» still advancing towards 1 
began to wet his feet, he turned to his coarti 
and remarked to them, that every creator 
the universe was feeble and impotent, compa 
to that Almighty Being in whose hands wane 
the elements of nature, and who could sai 
the ocean, ** Thus far shall thou go, and 
farther •/• 

The last remarkable acdon of Canute, wai 
expedition against Malcolm king of Scotia 
The latter had refused to acknowledge bin 
a vassal for Cumberland to the crown of £ 
land; but his obstinacy yielded to the app 
ance of Canute on his frontiers at the head • 
formidable army ; and his grandson and '. 
Malcolm, to whom he relinquished Cumberls 
submitted to the ceremony of homage. 

Four years after this enterprise, Canute 

pired at Shaftsbury. He had given his daug! 

m marriage to the English earl Godwin, i 

had served him with great ability in his 

with Sweden. Of his two sons by his first i 

riaee^ Sweyn had been crowned kmg of Norv 

and Harold seized the throne of England ; w 

Hardicanute, who was his issue by Emma, 

left in possession of the kingdom of Denmarl 

A T\ Thoueh Harold founded his dain 

lQii£ '^® Enelish throne on the will of hia 

ther, wno was unwilling to leave a nc 

conquered kingdom in the hands of so youi 



^ The setae of this memorable tttat, is siid to 
been tht bcicb &t Southamptoo. 



I ■■ 



I- 






r prevcnceo oy a compromise ; ana 
1 that Harold should enjo]r» together 
n» all the provinces nordi o£ the . 
lie the possession of the south should 
^rdicanute; and till that prince 

to take possession of bis dominions^ 
jnma e&tablished her authority over 
re of the partition at Winchester. 
iwever, was not freed by this treaty 
id of competitors: the duke of Nor* ,^ 

a minor « and Alfred and Edward, '•{ * 

ijnrna by £thelred» had crossed the n :. 

leir mother at Winchester. Thence ij ■ 

witedby Harold to London; when* 
Btion ot the tyrant» the unfortunate 
tacked near Guildford, had his eyes 

died soon after. Alarmed at his 4 

i and Emma fled tQ Normandy and 
nd Harold seized the dominions 
ien assigned to his brother. Provi« 
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mediately set sail for Londont t^here '. 
received in triumphy and acknowledge 
without opposition. To justify himsel 
participating in the crime of Haroldy he 
mto England, and entertained with 
prince Inward ; yet when the latter pi 
an accusation against Godwin as the acc< 
in the murder of his brother AUred» th 
mfluenced by a splendid bribe, suffered th< 
ed to vindicate himself by his single oath 
Hardicanute did not Ion? retain the af 
of the English ; he revived the tax of D: 
which consisted pf a shilling on every 
land. In several parts of England, espec 
Worcester, the inhabitants resisted this 
tax: they were, however, obliged to subn 
were only delivered by the intemperance 
oppressor from the dread of his veneeanc 
the nuptials of a Danish lord, which he 1 
noiired with his presence, Hardicanute c 
and this event once more presented to ih 
lish, a favourable opportunity of shaking 
Danish yoke. 

A T\ 'The descendants of Edmond Ii 
1041 * ^^^ legitimate hehrs to the crown, • 
a distance in Hungary; and asal 
might be dangerous, the vacaitt throne ^ 
fered to Edward, the son of Ethelred and '. 
His elevation might have been opposed b 
win, whose extensive influence m Wesn 
dered him not more formidable than his 
rous alliances and tried abilities: he co 
forget that Edwiird had accused him of tl 
der of Alfred; but he was prevailed on 
aside bis resentment, on condition that the 
should promise to marry his daughtet '. 



ger was more injurious to his reputation. 
reused her of ncglcdlin^ him and bis bro- 
luring their advcriie fortune ; and, stripping 
' her treasures, confined her in a monastery 
tnchester. 

e long residence of K-dward in Normandy, 
Ctached him to the m:inncrs and language 
e natives ; who repaired to bis court in 
ers, and were received with favour. Tlieir 
nee soon grew disgusting to the Knglisli; 
bove all, it excited the jealousy of God- 
That powerful nobleman, besides being 
r duke of Wessex, had the counties of 
and Sussex annexed to his government: 
iest son Swcyn possessed the same autho- 
1 the counties or Oxford, Berks, Glocester, 
Icreford; and Harold, his second son, was 
of Kast Anglia, and ut the same time go- 
r of Essex. His late reconciliation with 



The influence of the NormaiiSt liowcv er : 
the popular pretence for die dtwSedton a 
duke of Wessex. The insolence of one c 
attendants of Stephen> count of Bologne^ 
provoked a tumult at Dover^ from whic 
count hinuelf with difficulty escaped. He 
plained to Edward; and Godwin, in wha 
vernment Dover lay, was ordered by the Id 
repair thither, and punish the inhabitants* 
refused obedience; threw the blame of th 
on tlie count of Bologne ; and under pretn 
repressing some disorders on the Welsh fro 
assembled an army, and pressed forward to 
the king at Glocester. vVhile Edward aS 
to negotiate, he solicited the assistance o 
ward, duke of Northumberland, and JLe 
duke of Mercia, two powerful noblemen, ie 
of Godwin's greatness. These hastened 
their followers to protect their sovereign; 
marching to London, summoned a count 
judge of the rebellion of Godwin and his 
Godwin demanded hostages for his safety 
these were refused: and finding himself, 
the desertion of his troops, incapable of. pr 
resistance, he fled to Flanders, while hi; 
Harold repaired to Irebnd. 

Though an exile, Godwin was supporti 
numerous alliances, foreign and domestic, 
earl of Flanders permitted him to prepare i 
in his harbours, with which he sailed for 
land; and having possessed himself of th< 
of Wight, he was tnere joined by Harold ir 
eonsidenible squadron, which that nobh 
had collected in Ireland. He now entere 
Thames, appeared before London, and 
daimed, that his only object was to obtaii 
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I and hif familr. and fo reicue 
p ihetyranny of foreigners. Ed- 
tud la hearken to terms of ac- 
' s new reconciliation took place; 
'obnoxious of the Normans were 

pth, which happened soon after, 
ptling at table with the king, de- 
jrmment of Wessei, Sussex, Kent, 
ch his oSice of steward of the 
f)iis son Harold, who was acru- 
Utioa equal to that of his father, 
ur to him in virtoe and address. 
iStd gentle demeanor, he softened 
Edward, and j,'iiinccl every day 
by his bounty and aiTaliility ; by 
JgCT, duke of Mercitt, and of Si- 
f NorthuinberL-iiid, he was deli- 
o powerful rivals; and to the go- 
be latter, his brother Tosti due- 
lling the approach of age and in. 
laving no issue himself, began to 
nting a successor to his kingdom, 
■m Hungary his nephew Edward, 
:ining heir of the Saxon line; btit 
pired, soon after his arrival with 
The youth and inexperience of 
Atheling, diverted from him the 
dward, who at last fixed his choice 
1, William of Normandy. 
■ated prince was natural son of 
if Normandy, by Harlotta, daugh- 
r in Falaise. The illegitimacy of 
not prevented him trom being 
by the Normans at their- dukoj 
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and his qtialities in the field and the cadiinet 
became the admiration of his friends, and A 
terror of his enemies* He had scarcelj eM 
blished tranquillity in his own d(»ninioiis baftq 
lie visited England ; where he was received hir* 
manner suitable to the reputation he had acqioA 
ed, and the obligations which Edvrard owedt 
his family. On his return he was secretly h 
formed of the intention of the' king to adopt hb 
as his successor; and though Edward, fickle IB 
irresolute, afterwards invited the descendaiitS4 
his brother from Hungary, the death of U 
nephew, and the inexperience of young- Edgil 
made him secretly resume his resolution m fi 
vour of William. Meanwhile Harold rapidly il 
creased in power and popularity ; but in his view 
on the throne he was embarrassed by his apm 
hensions for some hostages whom Godwin la 
g4vcn for his good behaviour, and who hi 
b'*en sent into Normandy. Having obtained dl 
king's consent for their release, and ignoni 
that William was his competitor, he immediate] 
proceeded with a numerous train on his jounic 
to Normany in order to reclaim them. A ten 
pest drove him on the territory of Guy, coin 
of Ponthieu, who detained him as his prisone 
Harold, however, found means to acquaint th 
duke of Normandy with his situation; and Wt 
liam immediately perceiving the importance c 
gaining Harold, demanded his liberty of Ou^ 
who delivered the earl into the hands of his riva 
William received him with every demonstratio 
of respect ; and taking an opportunity of discloj 
ing to him the secret of his pretensions to th 
crown of England, desired his assistance; an 
offered him one of his daughten inmarriaee^ • 

apledg 



en Harold found himself at liberty, his [■ 

on revived: he continued therefore still )| 

It popularitj^t and to inflame the hatred ■; 

Engliih to the Normans; and fortune \ 

this time threw two incidents in his way* 
lenred to increase the reputation he hud 
f attained. 

Sthf prince of Wales^ had, by his incur* I 

Q the western borders, rendered his name 
e to the English. To suppress this dan- 

enemyt Harold marched aeainst him in 

I and penetrating amidst their mountains, { 

d the Welsh to such distress, that to avert 

Eotal destruction, they sacrificed their 

, and tabmitted to the will of the victor. 

other incident was still more honourable 
rold; Tosti his brother had oppressed 
imberland in such a manner that the in- 
nts had risen in arms, under Morcar and 
, grandsons to the duke of Mercia. Ha- 

1... J _..?^i_ _r ?i-ii_ ^ J - 
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This match convinced William, that he td 
no lonc^er depend on Harold, who now opc 
aspired to the succession ; while Edward, w 
and irresolute, was afraid to declare either 
or against him. In this state of unceitail 
he was surprised by death, in the sixty-fifth ] 
of his age. and the twenty-fifth of his reigll»' 
A p) On the death of Edward, the M 
ifuifi* ^^ Saxon princes, Harold ascended 
^"^' throne with little difficulty. Tbo I 
lish, prepossessed in his favour, exhibited ill 
elevation the most unequivocal marks of am 
bation ; but the duke of Normandy received 
intelligence with open indignation. He leii 
embassy to England upbraiding him with 
breach of faith, and summoping him to 19 
the possession of the kingdom. Harold rea 
to the Norman ambassadors, that the oatll 
had taken was void, as being extorted by 
lence; that he had obtained the crown from 
unanimous suffrages of the people ; and tb 
the duke made any attempts by force of si 
he was determined that the same moinent she 
put a period to his life and his gOYemmenU 

Williaixi, undaunted by this answer, b^gn 
reflect that England having enjoyed tranqml 
for near fifty years, her inhabitants were uni 
to arms; that her towns were without fwtil 
tions; and that his rival was yet scarcely C 
blislied on the throne: while, on the contraryi 
Normans were at the highest pitch of mill' 
glory; that they were impatient of peace 
repose, and eager to embark in any enten> 
however daiing. 

* \ dward wus the ftrst king of Engltnd ^o pi etgrt 
cure the kin«;*B evil by his touchy a j^racCk* irtiich 
continued till the Hanover sucression. 



icouraged tlieir vassals to engage itk 
ion I iMiile the emperor Henry the 
lised CO guarantee nisMonnan domU 
; his expedition. 

at superstitions age» the fhost im- 
that Willidim gained^ was the Ro- 
Alexander II, who, in consequence 
r of Normandj's applicationy pro- 
irold a peijured usurper; and sane- 
flretensions of William^ by the pre- 
isecrated banner, and a ring which 
of St. Peter's hairs. 
3000 vessels Vt'zs speedily assembled 
of Normandy, to transport an army 
sn, which he had selected from the 
10 courted his service. Among thes^ 
he high names of the most illustrious 
Normandy, France, Brittany, and 
) wliom William held up the spoils 

A^ thp nri7.«» of rh^Ir vuloiir. 



t^ich consisted of three' hundrtd Tendti' 
ctefeated Morcar, eari of ' Nbithmnherlaftdi 
Kdwin earl of Mercia» who had ▼entuiei 
give him battle. 

Harold was no sooner apprised of the du 
than he rapidly advanced to encounter till 
vaderss and at Standford he engaged Ant 
ihj. His victory was decisive; l>oth Hdl 
and Tosti perished in the aftion ; and the Mo 
gian fleet fell into the hands of the conquerc 

Scarcely had he time> however, to reioii 
his success, before he was informed that unt'i 
of Normandy was landed with a great artt 
the south of England. Misled by uncertall 
xnours that William had laid aside his prei 
tions, Harold had dismissed his fleet* and 
Normans, without meetine any obstaicle» lai 
at Pevensey in Sussex* The duke himsdj 
he leaped on shore, happened to stumble^ 
fell ; but had the presence of mind to tun 
omen to his advantage, by calling aloud*' 
he had now taken possession of the country. 

The victory which Harold had obtaine 
Standford, may be regarded as the immei 
cause of his ruin : he had lost in the action t 
of his best officers* and bravest soldiers; an 



itmly the diciaies of h!i 
HhU remonstrances i and 
I'won appeared ia sight 
id pitched ihelr camp at 
It did he seem of success 
miiatn was a sum of ino- 
ibe kingdom ; the duke of 
wuiretf him to resign the 
i^him in fealty, or to sub- 
npe, or to the chaace of 
itae eod of battle should 
%]i their differeoces, wU 

a. 

Iktoljr prepared . -^ 
iglish spent the ,™" 

jKKCupiedinthe ' 
tiit morning the dulce cal- 

fal officers) and in a set 
every argument wliich 
courage and repel their 
id the signal of battle to 
>le armf , moving at once, 
I or song of Roland, ail- 
rith alacrity towardi the 



, flanks 
itand upon ihe defensive, 
gem em with tlie cavalry, 
(rior. The Kentiah men 
I, a post of honour which 
as their due. The Lon- 
standardi and the king 
by Lis two valiant bro- 
lofwin, dismouuting from 



or to die. Tlie first attack of tbe Nomiaiu 
desperate, but was received widi equal ym 
by the English ; and the former began to ret 
when William hastened to their support wi 
select band. His presence restored the ac^ 
and the English in thdr torn were oblige 
retire. They rallied again, however, assi 
by the advantage of the ground ; and Will 
in order to (^ain the victorr, had recourse 
stratagem which, had it failed, must have ei 
in his total ruin. He commanded his troo| 
allure the enemy from their position, by the 
pearance of flight. The EngHsh followed ' 
precipitation: the Normans raced upon the 
the plain, and dbrove them back with con 
rable slaughter. The artifke vras a second i 
repeated with the same success; yet a great 1 
of the English still maintained themselves in 
array, and seemed determmed to dispute 
victory. While they were gaUed by the x^oc 
archers behind, they were attacked by the hi 
armed infantry in front; and Harold hix 
was slain by an arrow, as he combated with g 
bravery at the head of his men. His two 
thers shared the same fate. The English, dii 
raged by the fall of their princes, fled a 
sides; and the darkness of the night contrib 
to save those who had survived the cama] 
the battlew 

The obstinacy, indeed, with m^tch the ] 
lish had maintained the conflict from mor 
to sunset, is proved by the loss of the vici 
fifteen thousand Normans fell; and Willia: 
^1^ action had three horses kUled under 
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CHAP. IIL 

The Reigni of WilRam the Comqueror^ WilBam 

Henry L and Stephen^ 

A D T^ ^^ disastrous field of Hastmj 
1006 strength ofEngland had been la 
and the death ot the king» wi- 
slaughtcr of his bravest warriors, hac 
whelmed the nation with dismay. Edgar 
ling, the only heir of the Saxon line, ha 
considered a» unfit to govern, even in ti 
order and tranqmillity ; and though the 
carls, Edwin and Morcar, who fled wi 
remains of the vanquished army to Londc 
caused him to be proclaimed, they soon 
it was impossible to arm th^ people 
support. 

After possessing himself of Dover, V 
rapidly advanced towards the capital to ir 
his victory ; his enterprise avowed and' ha 
by the pope, was insisted on as a reasi 
general submission ; and the repulse w 
body of Londoners received from five hi 
Norman horse renewed the terror of tl 
zens. Kdgar and Morcar had retired wit! 
troops Into their own provinces; and the 
5ceing r.o other alternative, unanimously < 
od themselves to yield to the conqueror. 
William, however, came in sight of Ja 
all the chief nobility, and Edgar Athclinj 
self, entcre.l his camp, and requested h 
mount the throne, declaring, as they h 
•v.iysbeen ruled by regal power, they dcs 



■ww«v ^^m w*»^ ««• %^ w* A* w «• ■ %r*« *•«*«» ^»«^-.« kK«&ft— 

11. In Westminster Abbey he wus con- 
by Aldredy archbibhop ot York. Tlic 
isidcrable of the nobility, botU KnglLsh 
many attended him on this occasion; 
gh Edwin and Morcar were not present 
reremony, they soon after submitted, 
alty to their new sovereign, and were 
d in the possession of their estates and 

sy a pretended destination of kin;^ Ed- 
r the sanction of the pope, by an irre- 
ction of the people, but jitill more by 
rms, William seated himself on the I'.n^* 
ic.* He gratified his followers by tli<^ 

s tiini* of tlieN(>riiiaii coiiqii'^sty iUo. Saxuii law.; 
»c had su;j|)Iuiled iiuis : of the Hnton<, and ull 
:ioi)s of Kn^larid partook of tlieir German (>ri(;i- 
inlubiiaiiti brciitiied :i fierce spirit of iiidepon- 
i the kiiij; W.IK ri*|;ardcd a-i tittle more than the 

• tlif> citi/ Ml.: T}i:» l.ivv of lu'rcil'it:' t v «;;»r rci'-njri 
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distribution of the treasures of Harold; and 
the most liberal donations to churches and n 
nasteriesy he expressed his gratitude to the ecc 
siastical order, who, influenced hj the popct h 
embraced his party with zeaL He intxt>AK 
into England that strict execution of justice^ : 
which his administration had been celebrated 
Normandy; he restrained by severe discipl 

the judges, and principal proprietors of lands. Whit 
flucnce tha boroughs might ha^re at tliis period ii 11 
known, nor has it been ascertained whether they won 
lowed representatives in their corporate caparity. 

But with every check that had hitherto been deviled 
is necessary to suppose, that oppression and violence n 
have prevailed anions a martial and turbulent people. ' 
reign of the laws was not yet sufBciently established toou 
justice; and therefore tlie weak and the defenceless gl 
rally sought security bv devoting themselves to the fsr 
of some chieftain, or the client<ihip of some particular 
ble. Others again, in the middle ranks of life, united ; 
confederacies for their mutual protection, and thus 
want of strength in the civil union was supplied by pri 
engagements. 

The Anglo Saxons may be considered as constttu' 
three ranks of men : the nobles, the free, and the sU 
The nobles were called thanes, and were divided into 
king's tlianes and the lesser thanes. Noble birth and 
tensive possessions were long necessary to give the ran 
thane; but two statutes of Athelstan seem to have t 
made on purpose to stimulate the ambition of rUia 
this envied d'lstinctinn. The first decreed that any i 
chant who made three voyages on his own account, ih( 
be entitled to the quality of thane; the second confe 
this honour on any husbandman, who had been abl 
purchase five hides of land, and had a cliapcly a kitchei 
hall, and a bell. 

Untitled freemen were denominated Ceorles among 
Saxons. These were chiefly employed in husbandry, 
cultivated the farms of the nobility, cither fur hire, 
certain rent. 



dsC this :i]»parciit confidi-nccs he bnilt 
in Ix>iidon, WindiesUT, 1 Icivford, Ox- 



i« infHt nntiKToiK niiiks, liowuv'*r, in Ihfrcoin- 

iMi* till* nlliiim or slaves, whu wenf tile propcrlv 

lU, MUtl coiiSLM|ii(;ntly inctijialilc nt' holding any 

t!iL>iii«<'Ii'i-ri. To nidiitr.itf lliu iiii)in|)py coiidt- 

ir men, sccural limnunr ri-);iil;itions vron: c.^tj- 

a l»nl bfiil (Mil ins s].kvi'*M i-yc'i or t(rolli| tlcit sliTc . i 

UN libiirly ; 4iid it' liu kill'tt him, iiu wai aininci'd 

tiie kiii{;. 

it lonls ,itid .ibbot.t pofisCH^H a ( rim'm.il jnriKttii;- 

I \\w\r li;riiloiii*iy ami rouM punisli or piotort j> 

»\n:.\\. Tlii-i upjiar-'iitly irn'iftil.kr uiul iI.iiiiv'mjus 

IH ^oinr nii*.t>.nii? nstiaiiini iiy the est iMitlicAl 

ion of jii-circ, ljy tlu- nmrtK of ilnVMiiiary, tlu* 

mil lli'rcnunrv. In tlu' Aiij;IoSiivo(i coiirKy tli«; 

.-i allow «:•( to rlfir hiiMS -irbv liis own va\\\, aiiil 

rinf; o,tllv» of lii* In iils Tli-sr witc <:.»II<'i1 

uT-^ ami MiiinMirnir') .liiioiiiit'fl In three liiin UvA. 

ici'^ al^'i of silicic !■ iiiibati :util of llio inili-'il, ! 

i.fl ill lUiublfiii r.iio-^ ; ami :il)Mirt as I hey ihay 

p ri'-nll w;!s lit fiii<'(i ri)r;i|il. t ' (:viili!n<:", foi oi 
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ford, and the to^iTis best situated for comnai 

ing the kingdom, and trusted to the sword nd 
than to a submission which he knew to be c< 
strained. 

By this mixture of vigour and lenity, he i 
so soothed or humbled the minds of the Engli 
that he thought he might safely revisit his I 
tive country, and enjoy the congratulations 
his ancient subjects. Accordingly he set i 
for Normandy, leaving the administration in 1 

The Saxon pound, as likewise that which was coined 
some centuries after the conquest, was near three tiroes 
weight of our present money. There were fi>rty-e« 
5hiliin^s in the pound, and a Saxon shilling was nearl 
iif^h hcavierthan ours. By the laws of Athelstan, adi 
was valued at a shillinj; or tifteen pence of our money: 
ox was computed at six times the value of a sheep; al 
cow at four. A horse was valued at thirty-six shilliof 
<>ur money, and a marc at twenty-four. Between theyi 
900 and 1000, a hide of land was purchased for about ' 
hundred and eighteen shilling!), which is little more iha 
s'lilliiig per acre. On the whole, when we combine 
alteration in the weight of the pound, and in the mod 
value of the precious metals from their greater plenty, 
may conceive every sum of money mentioned by historia 
during the Anglo Saxon, and even the Norman times, 
if it were multiplied more than an hundred fold abv 
sum of the same denomination at present. 

The royal revenue seems to have arisen from larjfc 
mssnes, jroni tolls and im'.o^ts, fines and ftirrcituref. T\ 
w.i< likewise a tax of ouc sJiillingon every hide of land 
l''(l Danegelt, which appears to have be»*n levied for 
ci«!cnce of the kingdom against the Danii^h maraudc». 

In addition to this, it was usual for every five hide 
iand to equip a man for the service \ and as there werj c 
puted to be 243,60t' hides of land in England, the ordii 
military force of thi kingdom consisted of 4S,7J0 m 
tViou;rh no doubt tnis was doubled on oitraoriinary ec 
gcucie:). 

ha 



b Uterine broiher 0J0| bithnp of ' 
fcf William Fit»-OiboTn«i and.that 
ftj might be Ici^ oipoiicd to dunccr. 
■rer with him the ehicf of the Lng. 
aphO) while they lerved to grace hii 
pr magnificence, varo in rcitlity bo£> 
f£(lcuiy of the n-iiiun. 
VsWoce of William, aiTairEtooka 
krablo turn in Euj^Und. It i* pru- 
lOrntariK, de&pising a. people tvhohail 
Jbinittcd to the yoltc, And envying 
i wen dckirouE of provoking taunt 

hfie tliis ai it JoAy, their iiTroe:aiic« 
:ipli«d diieoneenti and eom^aintit 

jainst the government. The inh:i. 
.ent, who had hrst submitted to the 
were the first that attempted to tlirow 
, and, encouraged by Eustace cDUnC 
•,who had been :iUo disgusie.l by the 
fiade an unsuccessful attempt on 
,ric, the forcstur, whose possessions 
inks of the Severn, provoked at the 
! of some Norman captains in iiis 
wd, formt-il stu alliance with Ble- 
^wallcn, two Welsh priucos, :ind 
1 to repel force by force. The dis. 
the Eiiplifl] daily increased} ascci-et 
entertained to perpetuate a massacre 
lans, like that which had been for- 
ited upon the Danes; and tlie ani- 
me (O general and natural, tjiat tlic 
A Coxo Jiaving desired him lo hi'aJ 
ionirrcctioii, and finding him reio- 
taining his fidelity to William, pot 
1, as u traitor tu hii country. ^__ 
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The reram of the king, however, disc 
<he plans of the conspirators; and the 
ti^n of their estates still farther cnri( 
Normans. Though highly irritated ag 
Enplish, William still preserved the ap 
of justice in his oppressions; hercstorc< 
inheritance such as had been arbitrarily 
during his absence; but he seized this 
Tiity of imposing the tax of Danegeltoj 
rlc,' under pretence of being thereby I 
lo defend them. 

This tax rendered hi« government 
nus: the inh«ihitants of Rxeter rose ii 
j)Cople of Devonshire and Cornwa 
thoir example ; but Kxeter was terrif 
mission by the presence of William 
ir __ citadel was erected to restrain in 

;ii levity; and Devonshire and Corn' 

J! plored the clemency o{ the sovei 

i*: new and more forniiduble insurr 

"^^th excited the general attcntio 
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Mwed on his Norman adlie* 

F their followers ) and ihenu-. 
yf foreignors, whith he e«a- 
:h, lefc the Saxons in that quar- 
jr real power. 

low elearlj- foresaw that the 
ted to rely on the support and 
;ner$f and ttiat new iorfeituree 
It of every attempt to support 
>ressed wfth this dismal pros- 
nto foreign countries: Edgiir 

dreading the Jnsidiou!; cares. 
;aped with his sisters Marga- 
' into Scotland. A few, how- 
a acquire security frcm arms: 
in Ireland, Godwin, Edmond. 
le sons of Harold, passed into 
ided in Uevonshirej but were 
Ted to rctunii by Brien son of 
iny. In the north, the inha- 
Tiberland and York threw off 
ind killed their foreign gover- 
;ents were strengthened by ii 
ces from Denmark, and were 

presence of Edgar Atheliiig, 
laud to place himselt at their 
, a nobleman of t^st Angli:t, 
valour, assembled hii follow- 
eher in the Tsle nf Ely, made 
m the neighbouring country [ 
forester, calling in the assist* 
, luid iiege to Shrewsbury. 

■ Scotbiid o<|i-niird M.irL-arft, and 
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This general commotion was howerer lid 
by the policy and vigour of William, tiho 
i^amcd his ibllowcrs by the promise ofnewfil 
tures, purchased the retreat of the Daneii 
reduced to obedience Northumberland andT 
Edgar Athcling again soueht refuge in 8 
land; Edric implored the clemency of the < 
<|ueror, and was once more received intofiiTl 
and Hereward alone, confiding in the ad 
ta^es of his situation, scorned to make a i 
mission. 

though William still preserved the langi 
of clemency and forgiveness towards the oi 
his heart ^^ as hardened against tlie people. 
chastise the turbulence of the Northumbii 
he laid waste that fertile country betwcei 
1 lumber and the Tees» and the lives of an 1 
dred tiiousand persons are computed to 1 
been sacrificed, by this barbarous stroke of 
licy. Taking advantage of the imprudence 
which the bulk of the landed property had 
gaged in these insurrections, he involved the 
prietors in confiscation : their estates were ti 
ferred to the Normans; and the most ancieni 
honourable English families were reduce 
beggary; while every path which led tor 
or preferment was careful iv shut against tb 

The feudal law, which had some time 
established in Normandy and France, Wil 
introduced into England. He divided, 
very few exceptions, besides the royal deme 
the lands of that country into baronies; 
conferred ihem, with the reservation of s 
services and payments, on tlie most consii 
bleof his adventurers. These barons made g 

^pfa^reat part of their lands lo other forcig 
; 
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leir landed property, were glad to be 
ito the second, under the protection of 
erful Norman. 

:trine which exalted the papacy above 
power, had gradually diffused itself 
le ; but at this time, was more prevu- 
soutlicm, than in the northern king • 
Kurope. Pope Alexander, who had 
''illiam in his conquests, naturally ex- 
it he would extend to England the 
for this sacred character, and break 
lal independence of the Saxons. A.^ 
efore, as the Norman prince was e!>. 
on tlie throne, Alexander dispatched 
menfroy, bishop of Sion, as his le^>;;itf : 
ingy though he was probably led by 
o pay respect to Rome, embraced thtf 
y to degrade those Knglish prdate*, 
obnoxious to him. In a council oi 
>al ecclesi-ir.tlcs. hc» deD(^r.cJ cvrrv n i- 
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lodging any one for pope whom he himidf I 
not previously received; nor would he sol 
uny letters or bills from Rome to be prodo 
without the sanction of his authority. Bat 
was still more vigilant to humble the Englt 
he even formed a project of extinguishing 
Knglish language ; and ordered that m all sclk 
youth should be instructed in the French tong 
and that all law proceedings should be direc 
in the same idiom ; whence arises that miztuil 
French which is at present found in the Eng 
tongue, and particularly in legal forms. 

The situation of the two great earls Ed 
and Morcar became daily more disag^reeal 
Sensible that they had entirely lost their dign 
they determined to attempt its recovery by fa 
While Edwin retired to his estate in the no 
with a view of commencing^ an insorrecti 
Morcar took shelter in Ely with the brave H 
ward. To subdue that Isle, William surrou 
t:d it with flat- bottomed boats, and made a ca) 
way clirough the morasses to the extent of i 
miles. The rebels surrendered at discreti 
1 lercward alone forced his way sword in h 
through the enemy, and continued his hostili 
at sea, till William, admiring his bravery, 
ccived him into favour. Morcar \yas thn 
into prison; PMwin was killed in attemptnij 
i*f:cape; and Edgar Atlieling, weary of afugi 
lilb, submitted to the conqueror, and obiai 
a decent pension for life, with the libert; 
residing in England. 

,. jx Scarcely, however, had William set 

10"'/ ^^^^^ insurrections of the native lords, ^ 

' ' some of the most powerful Norman 

xons associated id arms^ provoked by the « 



tAtii maaeT. Ofilicieilie chief wert' 
■rl of Herefoi\l, auJ Ralph dt- Guedcf 
mmi'olk; ana i^arl Wahheof, tht; last nf 
lUl who for some generalions possessed 
teri and who had married Juditli the 
WiUinm, rashly joined in the league t 
tieciioni dreaded the effects of die en- 
Iti which he was engaged. Distracted 
nltite, lie imparted the project and hii 
'» his wife Jiidilh, who having conceived 
fc passion for another, conveyed in ex- 
id terms the particulars of the compirocf 
We. 

tof, in the mean time, had made a full 
mof tht'stcrctt(J.anfr;mc..-.iThlii'.Kopor 
ary, who iirged him to make atonement 
;uilt, by acknowledging it. He accord- 
ssed over to Normandy, and laid open 
le design to the king. The conspirators, 
1 of his liepnrtnrc, immediately flew to 
nt before the arrival of the Danes, on 
distance tliey h:td dcpepded, they were 
. and dispersed. The enrl of Norfolk 
D despair to Urittany, v.here lie possessed 
erable e5ta;e: the property of thteLirl <il 
d was forfeited, and he himself inijiri- 
iring life. Wuithenf obtained not ilie 
le had been promised, ai^d whicii hi^ rc- 
; merited; for William, instigated by the 
il Judith, ordered him to be trii;d, con- 
, and executed; and xha Eiighsh,_ who 
cd him as the last resource ot their na- 
t only lamented his fate, Imt fancied 
1 were wrought by his rcliqucs. 
«pal see at this time began to evtcnd ii* 
W»OU; and eveo the haughty and p"- 
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Cent William was required to perfarm hoi 
and remit ihc tribute that was due to the 
of Christ. Bv the tribute was meant E 
pence, which though at first a voluntary 
tion of the Snxon princes, had been cons 
into a badge of subjection. William n 
that the money should be remitted as usua 
neither ii:id he promised to do homage to J 
nor was it in the least his purpose to impoj 
servitude on his state. 

From ecclesiastical affairs howe\'er, his 
tion was rec^illed to civil. His eldest soi 
bert, greedy cf fame, impatient of conirad 
and v.ithout reserve in his friend 'jhips or 
ties, had been flattered with the hope, tl 
father, in possei.sion of Kngland, would 
to him the independent administration of. 
minions on the continent. liibiippoimed 
eicpectation, he cherished a violent je 
against his younger surviving brothers V 
'^i\d Henry; and, trritarcd by an tniagin 
iront, he quilted the court, and after ; 
attempt to surprise the citadel of Rouen, 
Hu^h de Nbuichatelle, a powerful Norm 
roa, and openly levied war against his 
Alter a sirusrt-le ot several vcars, he v 
iieged in the ra:rie of Gerbcroy, in the 
vol sin. In .^ne of the rencnui'tcri iicnc; 
walls, Robert happened !o en'^aj^e ti;e kin 
was coiii-culcd bv i.:^ hcln:i»., and boih o 
being resolute, a ri.ice corr:li;it cr.bued^ 
last the young prince woi.itdcd his father 
arm, and dismounted h»m. On iiis calli 
lor assistance, hi.-: voice Jiiji.>vjrt.*d hi.n 
s.>n, who, struck with ri.-n:*.!'-.' iiiui liormr 
himself at hii feci, and ii:;pl ;red lorgi 

W 



fr the tnoment was implarabte, nnd 

Mcations on his Jiead, hastened ta hts 
utoben'* horu, K-hich the princv had 
tDtQ mount. But the impression of 
^■ercMity. together with the nieriiatinn 
Mm overcame the reluctance of th« 
brought about s reconciliation between 
tobcrt. who soon after accompanied 
jgknd. 

,aow g»ined a respite ftcim war. Wit. 
jgyed the interval in an uiulertakiiig 
Ob honour to his memory'. He ap- 
Immiesioners [o survey all the l;tnds in 
BB', tlieireiieat in each district! their 
■, tenures, and value; and the quaniitr 
^1 pasture, wuod, und arablt land whicn 
lined. This monument, cailed Di.nwu- 
tf was perfected in nx ycarSt and ■■ 
rved in the exchequer. • 
ithe king was naturally a great ccoro- 
rascKtrenidy addicted to huniinj; ; uiut 
■re he indulfjtd, at the espencc of hi* 
subjects, N'>t conttntwiti) tliose large 
M«h foimcr kings possessed in all parts 
id, he resolved to make a new t^rcst 
Chester, the usual place of bis rebliieuce j 
bat purpose he laid waste the country 
shire for ;iii exteui of thirty mlk";, es- 
linhabitants, iti:ted their propcnv, Lind 
olidied churches and convents, w'jilu-ut 
ny compcn!..Hi.m to the sutierer^^. Ai 
time, lie euattcd laws- which prohibited 




98 ENGLAND. 

his subjects from hunting in his fore; 
the severest penalties : the killing^ of a 
boar, or even a bare, was punislied wit! 
of the delinquent's eyes ; and that at 
when the killing a man could be atoned 
moderate fine. 

* y. The domestic happiness of 
loss' ^^* again interrupted by the dej 
consort Matilda, whom he tender 
and a war in which he was involved wit] 
demanded his presence in Normandy, 
the French barons, sanctioned by their si 
had trespassed on his frontiers ; and the 
sure of William was increased by the 
which Philip of France had thrown ou 
his person. He was become corpulent, 
been detained in bed sometime by sicknc 
Philip jocularly expressed his surprise, 
brother of England should be so long 
delivered of his big belly. This being 
to William, he sent Philip word, that a 
he was up, he would present so many '. 
Notre-dame, as perhaps would give lit 
sure to the king of France ; alludmg to t 
practice at that time, of women aft€ 
birth. Immediately after his recovery 
an army into, and laid waste the Isle of 
and took the town of Mante, which he 
to ashes. But the progress of these h 
was stopped by an accident, which pu 
to his life. His horse starting, he bri 
belly on the pommel of the saddle; an 
in a bad habit of body, and apprehcn* 
consequences, he ordered liini»;clf to bt 



k had exercised : he ts' 

Wr, and the other En/' 

ased-; left NormaniJr 

m Robert i and wrote U -^ 

t» crown his second son. William. 

t third son, he bequeiithcd nothing; 

Sssions of his motJier Matilda; but 

t he would rtnc dny surpass hotk 

iti power and opulence. Having 

STio'iiions, he expired in ilie sixty* 

Ills age, Hnd in the twenty- first jeut 

ver England. 

fi have been more fortunate than 



irere more entitltd t 



^ra 



m tlie abilities and vigour of mind 
jftycd ht all Ms conduct. His spf- 
todenterprisbc;; and hisannbition. 
iitant, fjenemllj- siibmiitrd to the 
id po}icy. Thim;:;h not intwuihle 

he was steeled against compassion j 
act wa-s ti>o austere, to render his 
jopular over a v-anquished people, 
he was l>oth a. master and a tyrant, 
iam ti:iil is^ue, besides his ihrcct 
rivc(.1hii:i.' (ivcdnnjihtcrs; Citily, 

-holy trinity of Caen, whcru '.he 
ntia, married to tiic earl of llvir- 
enntracted to H:iroh! : Adcl.t, 
lephi^i e::il of Blois, by whom she 
, WilUam, Tlieobald, Henry, and 
vh»m the elder was ii.-^l,-cteJ on 
le imbecility of his understanding: 
who diud on her journey to |oin tisr 
the kin- of Gallicia. 

niinh 501., n^'^'-A Richat.!, wh" « ■■. klH.:! 

''*'■ , 3 Wllli«n;,i 
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'■ procured his father's letter to Xi 
&an he hastened to England, that bf hu 
he might anticipate the claims of Robei 
riving before the intelligence of his father 
he secured the fortresses of Dover, P 
and Hastings; on plausible pretences, 
session of the royal treasure ; and then d 
himself, was solemnly crowned by the ; 
who professed his ready obedience to 
wish of his friend and benefactor, the Co) 

About the same time, Robert was ackn 
ed successor to Normandy; but the trai 
witli which this partition was effected, v 
interrupted. The barons, who possesse« 
both in England and Normandy, wen 
at the separation of those territories; 
spected the claim of primogeniture in 
and tliey preferred his open and generou 
to the haughty disposition of his brot' 
conspiracy was formed against Willi: 
chiefs of it were Odo, bishop of Baie 
Robert earl of Mortaigne, maternal bn 
the Conqueror; and with these were as 
many of the most potent Norman baron 

Conscious of his danger, William ende 
to conciliate the affections of the Eng 
promises of future lenity, and tlie indulj 
nunting in the royal forests. Their eas; 
lity swelled his forces to a numerous am 
which he marched into Kent, and co 
his uncles, who had seized the fortresse 
vensey and Rocliester, to surrender. 1 
ini«;sion of tlio principals, with the indoL 
-luct of Robert, broke the hopes of tl: 



ly, but he invaded the privileges ot the 
nd sci'/.ed the tcni])or:uities of the va- 
)prics and abbies. His ambition was 
his avarice; he envied his brother the 
1 of Nonnandy; acquired by artihcc 
?sses of St. Valory and Albcmiarle; 
crossed the sea with a formidable army, 
iaiion of the nobles on both sides pre- 
Fairs from coming to extremities ; and 
ity, advantageous to William, lie ob- 
le territory of Eu, and the towns of 
and Fescamp, on condition that he 
;sist Robert in reducing Maine, which 
led from his authority. The two bro- 
agreed, that on the demise of either 
issue, the survivor should inherit his 
s. 

contest between William and Robert, 
he youngest son of the Conqueror, had 
th the hitter; but in the treaty that 
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injr reproved by William for this ill-ttnwd _ 
rosity, he replied, " What, shall I sufier myl 
ther ^ die of thirst? where shall we find 
when he is gone?" Prince Henry was soon 
obliged to capitulate; and being despoiled of i 
his patrimony, wandered about for some 
with a few faithful adherents, and often fdtl 
deepest distress. 

'l"o the Norman war succeeded hostilitietl 
Scotland, and these were scarce suspended 
fore the enmity of Robert and William was' 
newed. The latter had invaded Noi 
with twenty thousand men; but his 
was checked by a dcmcstic insurrection, and 
intelligence that the Welsh had entered Engli 
Immediately returning, by his vigour he crui 
the 1 ebels, and repelled the invaders ; but 
noise of these petty wars and commoti'ms 
sunk in the tumult of the Crusades, which 
grossed the attention and agitated the heartl^ 
the principal nations of Europe. 
A T\ TheArabMns,inflamedbythepreteM 
l(V'o' revelations of Maliomet, had spread tH 
empire from the banks of the Ganges | 
the r.lrjights of Gibraltar, The Turcomili 
who were their bretliren in fni".]i, and ilieir rifi 
in dominion, had wrested from th^m Syria, a' 
possessed themselves of Jerusalem. The i)aTb 
rous manners of the Turks tcrriri'-d the pilgril 
who atLt'inpted to visit the holy ••op'ilchre; a 
these, on their return, liiled all Christend^ 
with indignation against the infidels. Abe 
the rest, i\'ter the Hermit, a native of Amitf 
inVicardvr, was distinguished by his eloqucf 
and tho vehemence oi his coniplaints; nor \* 
}i'.: itfii^nLaicnt ;igainsc tho Mo*le!ns confined 
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tt, and ot i:'eter himseit» who repre- 
idignity the Christian name suffered 
ng the holy city to remain in the 
£dels» was answered by the accla- 
a countless multitudey inflamed with 
A second council) which Martin 
mont> in Auvergne, was still more !■ ! 

ed : his pathetic exhortation kindled 
ice of his hearers : " It is the will of 
iie will of God!" was the universal 
. The sign of the cross became the . , . 

lion, and was affixed dn their right {{j 

r all who enlisted themselves in this 
are. ,-!^, 

» the general ardour, that while the 
id vigorous took up arms, the in* i;'^^ 

^ed contributed to the expedition by j ; j , I 

I money. A promiscuous disorderly j ' ' 
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of 800,000 persons, impatient to i'ij 

operations, under the conduct of if 
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Toxilottse, Godfrey of Bouillo!i» princt 
banty and Stephen count of filois. 

Robert duke of Normandy, impelled 
bravery and mistaken generosity of his 
had early engaged in the crusade ; but 
destitute of money, he offered to mortg 
rather sell his dominions, to his brother V 
for the inadequate sum of ten thousand 
The bargain was soon concluded; anc 
Robert set out with a magnificent train 
holy land, William possessed himself c 
mandy, and thus reunited, beneath ! 
thority, the extensive territories of lus fa' 

Rufus himself was far from being i 
with the enthusiasm of the age. He wi 
reputed irreh'gious, and we are told that '. 
accepted of sixty marks from a Jew, wh 
had been cokiverted to Christianity, ar 
engaged him by the present to assist 
bringing back the youth to Judaism. \ 
employed both menaces and persuasi 
that purpose ; the convert was, howei 
flexible ; and the king, when he sent 
father, to inform him of the event, ob 
that it was but equitable he should retain 1 
nK)ney for the pains he had taken, tho 
had failed of the intended success. 

But whatever might be the religious c 
William, certain it is that he quarrelU 
Anselm tlie primate. The king had undi 
an expedition against Wales, and requir 
archbishop to furnish his quota of s^ 
the latter was afraid to refuse, but sen 
so miserably accoutred, that William th 
cd him with a prosecution. Arfairs Ci 
such extremities between them, that A 



xtux-Atm. tut 

^liU lifci retired beyond sea; and sU 
mlities were seiied. But he was re- 
Ik great respect by the Roman pon. 
jptDUieJ hh cause with so much ceal 
jbioenace th« king with excommuniu 
pgh he suspended to fulminate his 

lOn of Normandy and Maine * y. 
fid iho dominions, but by di. tnjf' 
hI weakened the power oF *^'* 
SfThe Normnn nobles in their revolts 
fcjed by llie French monarch. Helte 
iFIeche, a small town of Ai^ou, had 
H affedions of the citizens uf Maine ) 
Bntroduccd into the town of Mnns. 
■uege of the citadel. William, who 
wg in Devonshire when he received 
luce of this hostile attempt, was so 
that he Imniediately turned his horse, 
sed to the p<iit of Dartniomh. Ha 
weather so tempestuous that the ma- 
sidered it dangerous to put to seaj 
m ordered them to set suil inMantly, 
m, that thuy never yet heMrd of a 
was dvowned. By iiis celerity and 
preserved the citadel of Mans, and 
.elie into his own tuiritories; but in 
f the c.i.ik- of M^ijol he received z 
lich obhgtd him to abandon the cn- 
id to rec'urn to ICnj^land. 
•ck, howtver, had not diminishekl in 
the insatiate desire of acquisiiion. 
arlof l*oicticrs,aml diiko of Guienne, 
ilh the ipiril oi adventure, dptermintd 
e crusaders; and as lii; too wanted 
:qutp hiniieli, he pi-ojxised to nif>i- 



army to escort the money, s 1 to taki 

sion of tbe rich proTinces ok v^xienne a 

tou, when an accrdent put a final stop t 

ambitious projects and iriews of ag^ 

ment. He vtrs engaged in the Nev 

in hunting, accompanied by \Valter 1 

French gentleman, remarkable for his 

archery; and as William dismounted 

chace, Tyrrel, impatient to shew his d 

let fly an arrow at a stag which suddenl 

before him. The arrow glancing froi 

struck the king in the breast, and 

killed him. Tyrrel, fearful of suspicioi 

perhaps he was conscious of incurring: 

informing the royal attendants, gainec 

shore, embarked for France, and proc 

an expedition to Jerusalem, as a penanc 

involuntary crime. The body of Wil 

found by the country people, and con 

a cart to Winchester, where it was i 

Perfidious and oppressive, the extremes 

gality and rapacity, which were reco 

him, had long estranged from him the 

his subjects. The cnief monuments t 

petuate his name are the Tower, We 

Hall, and London Bridge. 

Adorned with the barren laurels ^ 
had acquired by his valour in rescuin 
lem from the infidels, Robert was reti: 
his native country, when in passing 

* The person who carried the corpse of Rnft 
ment was named Putkisj and some of his des 
thift very day reiide near the siiae spot. 



tottruck with the charms ofSybilla, 
^ of an Italian count, whost- hand 
i< and obtained, iiut while in diut 
{suite he indulged his pasi^ion, hi* 
iagland and Normandy in vain cx- 
•rrival ; and ihc crown, which both 
d martini reputation entitled him to* 
[ by his younger brother. 
ienry was iiunting with . ^ 
be New Forest, when that \\nn' 
Mt his fate ( and, hastening *"^" 
tett extorted by menaces the royijj 
m William de Breteuil, the keeper. 
Ithout delay his journey to Londont 
'Uscmbled some noblemen ajid pre- 
liis addrftss or liberality rained te 
imu saluted king ) and in less than 
•fter his brother's death, was so- 
wned by Maurice biihop of Lon- 

;ain the dignity which he had thus 
usurped, Henry resolved to court, 
fessions, the favour of his subjects, 
a charter, which was framed to 
ly of the grievous oppressions t!iat 
otnpiained of, during the reijjns ol 
nd brother. To the clergy he pro- 

ibbcy during its vacancy; nor farm, 
f, for money, any ecclesiastical bene- 
le aiibility he engaged, that upon the 
y earl, baron, or military tenant, his 
loever should be named in his will, 
admitted to the possession of his 



laying a j4ist 



nicted 



p of minurs, and allowed guardian* 



o£Pences, and forgave all debts du< 
crown ; he required that the vassals of t 
should enjoy the same privilec^es \ 
granted to his own ; and he promised 
confirmation and observance of the laiR 
Edward, for which the English had loi 
in vain. 

Such were the chief articles of this c 
charter, a copy of which was lod(;ed 
abbey of each county; but which, t 
served the present purpose, in less th; 
tury fell into* oblivion. Henry was 
promise, but slow to redress grievanc 
nowcd from the exercise of regal a 
To increase indeed his popuhirity, he o 
to prison Ralpli Flambard, bishop of 
wlio had been tlie chief instrument of o 
under his brother ; but this act was fol 
another which was a direct violation oi 
charter: he kept the ^ce of Durham v 
five years, and, during that time, ret 
revenues. 

Sensible of the great authority wl 
selm had acquired by his ciiaracter 
and by tlie persecution he had sustainei 
anxious to engage his friendship; an< 
ingly reinstated him in his dignities, 
formed a design of marrying Matilda, ■ 
of Malcolm the thirdi king of Scotl: 



jFlO Edgar Aihetincr; which contract 
jluctltd, her espousals wich Htnrjr were 
Med by the primate, with great pomp 
•iis:nificence. 

nii marriage with a Saion princess, 
f had endeared himself to iho English, 
i support became necessary for the * ^t 
te of his crown. Ro'-art, on his ,] ,,' 
i from Italy, had established his *^'^^' 
(itT over Normandy, and was invited into 
ltd by several of the principal nobility ; 
the seamen were affected with the general 
fclily of his character; and carried oyer to 
Ite greater part of the fleeti which had been 
Wnf to oppose his passage. Dy caresses 
pdarations, by the influence of Anselm, and 
|feu of Matilda, Henry assembled a suf- 
ttorce to enconnter his brother, and pressed 
rdi inwards Portsmouth, where he had 
d. The two armif 5 lay in sight of each 
for several days without comin<^ to action : 
princes seemed apprehensive of the event, 
>j the mediation of Anselm, a treaty toot 
, It was stipulated that Robert, in lieu of 
retensions to England, shoulJ receive a 
m of SOOO marks ; that if either of the 
;s died, the survivor should succeed to hi'^ 
lionsi and that the adherents of each 
i receive a full pardon, 
ough the advantage of this treaty was 
"e«ty on the side of Henry, he was thi^ 
o violate it ; and to watch the moment to 
;c himself on the friends of Robert. Thu 

violence and tyranny ot the Norman ba- 
loon afforded him an opportunity to bring 
all and to eiecute ihc earls of Shrewsbury 



ftnd Surreys the principal abettors of B 
Enraged at their fate, that prince had 
over to England^ and remonstrated ic 
with his brother ; but he met with so cole 
ception^ that he fancied his own liberty i 
ger, and was glad to purchase an escape 
signing his pension. 

The misconduct of Robert encourage 
ambition of Henry. The former was 
nately plunged in the most dissolute pie 
or abandoned to the most womanish supers 
)Vid Normandy became a scene of violem 
depredation. To avail himself of thesi 
orders, I^enry with a formidable army k 
the dutchy. In his first campaign he 
Baicux by storm, and was admitted into 
In his second, Robert, roused from his let 
advanced to meet him, with a view of 
nating their quarrels in a decisive battle : 
sumed his wonted spirit ; he animated his 
by his example ; and in the first charge 
the English ranks ; but when he had the 
prospect of victory, his hopes were blast 
the cowardice and fiight of one of his gei 
and Robert with ten thousand of his fol 
were made prisoners. Normandy sub 
to the victor; and the vanquished prin^ 
carried into England, and detained durii 
remainder of his life in the castle of Car 
Glamorganshire. 

The conquest of Normandy seemed to es 
the throne of Henry ; and, having obtaii 
ends, he no longer yielded an implicit obc 
to the opinions of Anselm, who had trcati 
with contumacy : a violent rupture tool 
between them ; but, by the mediation 



bert a prisoner in Enpfland, he had 
William, the son of that prince, a 
lit six years old, to the care of Halie 
•n, a nobleman of strict honour and 
vho had married Robert's natural ■ ', 

Henr}' had soon reason to repent of | 1 

?; for when he desired to recover ■ : • | 

of William's person, Halie conveyed 1 ' 

the court of Fulk, count of Anjou, and ; I l 

ned for him the protection of Lewis 
king of Fnince, These measures de- . * 

he presence of Henry in Normandy ; 
; frontiers of that dutcliy, he waged 
il but not an inglorious war, against 

of Anjou, and the king of France, i * 

irted the pretensions of the son of Ro- 
r his address, however, he detached 
1 the interests of the confederates; 
is vigour and conduct, he soon after 
Lewis to subscribe a peace, in w*liich 
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tained at Barfleur, whence Heniy ha 
to return to England, some houi 
father, his c»ptaln and crew had co 
interval in drinking ; and when th( 
anchor, in their impatience to overta! 
they struck the ship on a rock, whi 
mediately foundered. William vn 
put into the long*boaty and had ; 
clear of the ship ; when hearing the 
natural sister, the countess of Porchei 
the seamen to row back, in hopes of 
But tlie numbers who then crowd 
sunk tlie boat ; and the prince with 
nue perished. Above an hundrec 
young noblemen of the principal 
tngland and Normandy were lost 
casion ; and the only person who 
relate the melancholy tale, was a 
Rouen, who clung to the mast, and 
up the next mominj* by fisliermen. 
A -i-^ When this mournful intcV 
ll'oi ' convoyed to Henry, he fai 
and never after recovered 
chcarfuhicss. He had now no legi: 
except one dauglitor, Matilda, whon 
trotlied, wlien only eight years of , 
einpcror Henry the fifth, and wlxmi 
over to be educated in Germany. ] 
her absence and marriage into a foi 
should endanger tlie succession, an 
of" n)ale heirs, Henry obtained it 
Adalair, daughter of Godfrey duke < 
Adalair, liowever, proved barren i 
braces ; and l*'ulk cdunt of Anjiui 
his jealousy, he thought it prudent i 
him by be&towing his daughter M 



> furnish carriages whenever his 
a progress into any of the coun- 
duties were aggravated by the 
which they were inforced; but 
ed with rigour those who had 
nfidence by adding insult tOKOp* 

llity of England enabled a t\ 
sit Normandy, and soon ijoi* 
I, his satisfaction was in- 
daughter, the empress Matilda^ 
to bed of a son, who was named 
n this occasion, the nobility of 
Normandy renewed to that prin- 
>f fealty wh»ch they had already 
more sons of whom sho was suc- 
ered, augmented Henry's parti- 
)ut some incursions of the Welsh 
1 to return to Kugland, when lie 
tt.ickotl l)V an illness. ;it St. Denis 
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pli&hed princes that has filled the Ei 

throne. His person was manly, and his a 
nance engaging ; he was eloquent, penetr 
and brave ; aiTuble in his address ; and sti 
susceptible of friendship as well as resent 
By his great progress in literature, he ac< 
the name of Beau^dtrc^ or the scholar ; t 
lip plication to those sedentary pursuits : 
nothing of the activity and vigilance of h 
vemment.* 
A -pv The failure of male heirs to the 
j-^Qr' ^^^^ ^* England and the dutc 
*^*^* Normandy, seemed to leave the s 
si on open, without a rival, to the cmprcs 
tilda ; and as Ht nrv had made all his vas 
both spates swear fealty to her, he pre 
that they would not easily be induced to 
at once from her hereditary right, and 
their own reiterated engagements; but i 
from his own family he had to dread the in 
of his daughter's title. 

A dela, daughter of William the Cone 
wlio married the count cf Blcis, brougl 
several sons ; among whom Stephen and 3 
the two youngest, had been invited o' 
England by the late king, and had re 
jrreat honours, riches, and preferment, 
having a partiality for the church, was c 
biUiop of Winchester; and Stephen hao 
ried Matilda, daughter and heiress of the 
cf Boulogne, who brought him, beside 

r 

i * .Nf l;is ic* '<!!ion, ITcnry prant'-^! a ch^rTt: tn 1 

J xv'-i^-V .Ki'iTiS to lia-f bMvn inc iiiii >lCj^ icwAtils r* 

.. ? li.ai r::\' .1 Lornc-alloH. 
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>f the English nation. By his bravery 
aired the esteem of tlie barons ; by 
iity xnd AfFability» he had obtained 
OS of the people, particularly of the 
; and no sooner had Henry breathed \ 

m he gave full reins to his ambit&on. 
•d over to England ; and though the 
Dover and of Canterbury, apprised 
ose, shut their gates against him, he 
it till he arrived at liOndon. The .'j 

^ho had been prepared by his cmis- |: ' • ^ 

ted him king ; and by the influence t < i ,:' 

iier, tlie bishop of Winchester, he i ' " , 

clergy. The obsequious conscience 
libishop of Canterbury, was rccon- ;' 

artful fiction; and Stephen was so- . |1 ,i: 

tmed hj that prelate, without much i ! : '!):' 

indeed, but without opposition. ^ ■$ j j, j^: 

ot, however, on the ndelity of th^ * j f ijl. 



cester, natural son to the late Icmgy a : 
honour and abilities, and zealously atta 
his sister Matilda. This nobleman inde 
the oath of fealty to Stephen ; but hi 
with the reserve that the king should r 
▼ade any of his rights or dignities. Th< 
and the nobility imitated his example ; an 
of the latter, as the price of submission, i 
the right of fortifying their castles, and 
ting themselves in a state of defence. J 
land was immediately filled with their fbi 
and the aristocratical power, which is 
so oppressive in feudal governments, ros< 
to a height before unknown, and overs! 
the regal authority. 

But Stephen was not of a dispositioc 
to submit to these encroachments, wi 
severe retaliation. He indulged his mei 
in every species of depredation ; and tl 
nation with which the English bore th 
^ g^nce was fomented by the earl of G 
who retiringbeyond sea, solemnly renou 
allegiance, and sent the king a defiance, 
the same time David, king of Scotland, z 
at the head of an army m defence of ] 
Matilda's title, and penetrating into Y 
committed the most barbarous deva 
The fury of his ravages enraged the 
barons, who might otherwise have been 
to join hira ; they assembled their vass 
at North Allerton awaited the enem; 
battle w&s obstinate ; but the Scots ^ 
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M*m1 tod hit ion Hcnr; narrowly cf* 
Mnuit t>{ the vUtatt } and thi» iucccM 
puUconwnti into lubniiuion. 
it liQWcvcr, joon becume «nibroU 
iSltrgf. Man? of the prcUlt* acted 
ttd tmpJoyed tlicir iruliury pow , 
■■tr «Dvor«i};n, or ihcir ocigJiLoun^ 
^esei Roger bukop of Salisbury had 
|Ck*tl« at Sberborne nnd tlie Devitet t 
Mhvw Alexander, binliup of Llnculn^ 
P a fortrcM at Newark. Sieplien, ten- 
p miKhivrt utteDdine tlioie multiplied 
Ifaolvod tu begin witli duttroxinu tboui 
tffj. On prcienCL- of a frav wbicli had 
pfMO ihr ri'tinuci uf the bitbop of S'i- 
l^thocarl <)J^ SrUtaayi he teiied both 
fitv and thr bishop nf Lincoln, and 

Ci to deliver up cnclr strong dI&cm. . 
^of WincliMtvr, armed witli a Icga- 
siMHu), lliiiugl) tho kiiiK'K brothtrr, Kir* 
ti ..f b!(-(-d in the priviU-;{eH of hi. iirtler. 
d at VVi-iiniinstcr lie coinplaiiitd of the 
t't)ti'|ili(;n's ii\LM!iinos, and lli;i[ uvaeni- 
onwl ill.,' king 111 histif)- iuiiisL-lriifrore 
icplicn, iniif.ul III [L'sL'iilinj,' ilic iiiJij,'- 

Aiibciy ■^^• IV.ni- U, plf.id iiis i;iu«-, 
iwd tlic twii ;jn.'lim-s of iumvi'ii ;<nd 
The iy.i,.d liovvi'voi- iglu-i-d iiM-Mnninc 
.duct nnlil llic ui.stles v.^m .rsniu-d ; 

thiscii.iJUW.ai,Mrcnii:-! tlicdis. , .. 

iledby cl.L- uj^.a- lilni,<ll, .md "■'■^• 
lifd l.y tli<: e;ul of Gln.c/L:i, l.mded, 
.pcedily juined Ijv n;aii)- ^jPrjinis of dii- 

J imoiBdiaLclj- broke out in every q\iar- 



tcr; and England, for more tlian 

distressed and laid waste by the mi 
the contending factions. At last 
place between Stephen and the earl c 
After a violent shock, the two \ 
royalists were put to flight ; and i 
Selff surrounded by the enemy, was 
by numbers, and taken prisoner. 

Had Matilda been capable of m< 
had she attended to tlie counsels 
friends, she might now have defied 
of lier enemies ; but she was by natui 
and imperious ; nor did she know 1 
per by afFability the harsliness of a i 
phen's queen, seconded by many of 
petitioned for the liberty of -her husb. 
dition that he should renounce the 
retire into a convent ; the legate 
prince Kustacc, his nephew, mi^ht 
loguc, and the other patrimonial c 
father ; and the Londoners applied : 
blishment of king Edward's laws, 
chose of king Henry. All these pel 
ever, were rejected in tiie most hau{ 
remptory manner ; and tlie legate, a 
A -TV self of her indiscretion, excil 
. \ , ' doners to icvolt. Matilda, 
* their intentions to seize her 
to Oxford, and thence to Winchcste: 
of that city was instantly formed h] 
who had assembled his vassals, an 
joined by the mercenaries of Stej: 
princess made her escape ; but carl 
brother, fell into the hands of the en 
empress, sensible of his merit and 
^ousenied to exchange 6tephcu fo 
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expedientt however, produced 110 til in q; j 

he vmr was still continued with various 
ind Matilda, harassed with inccssaui 
ight repose with htr son in Normandy. ] 

akness of the competitors, rather than 
ise of mutual animosity, at last pro- i 

icit cessation of arms in England ; and 
:he nobility had embarked in the lioly 
a an event happened that threatened 
>f hostilities. IVincc Henry, w]io had 
is sixteenth year, desirous of receiving 
r of knighthood, from his jjrcat uncle, 
ig of Scotland, !iad repaired to iha; 
h a great retinnc, and thence made 
rursions into England. In these, his 
and vigour, his valour and prudence, 
hopes of his party, and soon after his 
Normandy, he was, by Matilda's con- 
ited in that duchy. Upon the death of 
GeoiFrey, which happened in the sub- 
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to anoint th&t prtace as his sacGeftor» tbe 

rn.i*:e refused compliance, ;ind escaped bey< 
sea from the resent inent oi'his sovereign. 

Henry, iiiionncd of these dispositionSi 
vuded Englkiiid; and at Malmesbury prep: 
to enc'^uiUcr Stephen in a pitched battle, 
great men cii 1k>i1i sides, alarmed at the co 
quenccs ot a deciaivc action, compelled tlie i 
princcb to a negotiation. The death of ] 
tace, during the treaty, facilitated its conclus 
On tlie demise of Sitcplien, the crown "wa 
revert to Henry; and William,- Stephen's 
viving son, was to succeed to the earldoi 
Boulogne, and }iis patrimonial estate. ^ 
all the baruns had sworn to the observant 
this treaty, and done homage to Henry, as 
apparent to the crown, that prince cvacu 
tin: kingdom ; and the dcatli of Steplieny w 
happened the next year, after a siiort ilbies 
the fiftieth year of his a^e, put an end to fai 
jealousies. 

Had Stephen succeeded by a just title, 
been lei I to the (|uiet exercise of his pov^-vr 
appears to have been well qualified to J 
promc^ted the liappiness of his subjects. He 
possessed of industry, activity, and courage; 
thou^^h his judgment may be arraigned, fais 
maniiy must be acknowledged, and his ad< 
cijumiendcd. His elevation to the tiirone 
duccd neither satisfaction to himself, nor \ 
perity to his people. J)uring his whole n 
Kiigland was rent with civil broils ; and an 
these, appo.ils to the pi>pe became commc 
«»very ecclesiastical controversy, thcnij^h 
L.iJ always been prohibited by the English ] 
Ilcncc iJie 9ce of liome made u rapid progn 



EN Uciiry the sacoiiil was called to the 
iirono of Enprbnd^ lie was master,* hi 
' his tatlier, ot' Aiijou and Touraine ) hi 
his inotlier, of Normandy and Maine; hi 
liii wifc,ofGiiiunnC| Poictou, Xaiiitnn^o, 
e, Perigord, Aiigouniois, and tliehimo- 
1 hti soon after annexed Brittany to hU 
fttes I all which rendered him one of the 
wcrfiil monarchs in Christendom, and an 
f great jealousy to tiie king of France. 
J countervail the advantages of )»wayinf^ 
ptre over such a numerous fieople and 
c territories, the suhjecls of 1 lenry were 
i by situation and by law, l)y laniriiay^e 
mannerjt ; and the piince liimsclf, from 
iCiice in Kngland, was con<;tdiTi:d as a 
foreigner in Ids FriMich dominions ; ypt 
very circumstance, I ho risin;^ ^'.mndi^nr 
ouse of Anjou or Plantaircnci, ijoiiUl not 
Tiurcss with ternir tin* kiii;r of Fr:in<«-. 
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disnissed tbe obxus^oiu 
revoked all grants m; 
restored the coin whic 
ing the former reign; 
execution of justice, ai 
Icnce. 

'His brother Geoflfrey 
of the inhabitants, had : 
ty of Nantz; but dyin 
possesuon of them, H' 
these territories. B) 
which he entered into 1 
five years old, and a c 
her cradle, he prevaile 
to oppose his pretensic 
he entered Brittany ^ 
The able conduct of tj 
more important advar 
concluded another m 
son, Geoffrey, and th« 
the duke of Brittany : 
soon after ; and Henr 
infant son and daught 
of that principality. 

The French king h 
tator of the progress 
he resisted his attem; 
Thoulouse. An open 
the two monarchs ; bi 
memorable event ; an 
potent rivals were ace 
tion of die pope. 

On his retu 
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rccted his aitei 
ments of Rom< 
rapidity not to be bi 



f London. I Ic carlv iiisinuiltcil iiim. 
e favour of Thcobuld, archbishoji of 
, and obtained from that prelate C(>n- 
Werment. 'i'Iiisen:iblcd him to pur- 
ogne, the study of civil and canon 
y gradual advances, he rose to llii^ 
:hanccllor of Kngland. Being of a 
plendid turn, and apparently litrl(* 
of ecclesiastical privilcf^os, Iiciiry 
n the fittest person, on the diMih of 
for the high station of melropoliian ; 
er was he installed in this di^^nity, 
•red his demeanor and conduct. ]-ie 
in his retinue and attendants alone, 
pomp and lustre; in liis own ]):m-- 
cted the greatest austerity ; s<vnu\l 
employed in reciting prayers, und 
t!s; and all men of pvnetration pi :i inly 
I was meditating some great dc.slgr. 
hough he jH-'rcoived too late, lli:«t 



The ecclesiasdcs in that age had r 
all immediate subordination to the mi 
and as many of them were of low < 
crimes of the blackest dye were commi 
with impanity by them. An hundred 
since the king's accession had been pc 
by men in holy orders. A clerk in V 
shire, having debauched a gentleman's ( 
had procee<fed to murder the father ; th 
indignation against the crime» moved 
to attempt the remedy of an abuse v 
become so palpable ; he required that 
should be delivered up» and receive 
punishment from the magistrate. B 
sisted on the privileges ot the church, i 
tainedy no greater punishment could b< 
on the criminal tlian degradation. H 
asperated, summoned an assembly of 
lates of England ; and demanded whc 
were willing to submit the altair to tl: 
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the Constitutions of Clarendon^ were 
C opposition. 

thus reducing the ancient customs 
to writing, endeavou^d to prevent 
tpute, on the subjects which they 
bought he had thus fully established , 

7 of the legislature above all spi- I \. \ 

Apprehensive, however, that the ; i f • 

It retract their consent to these con- j ■ 

s required them to set their seal to 
et, of all the prelates, alone opposed 
t finding himself deserted even by 
he at length gave way, and engaged 
!!|y, xoith good faith i and wit/tout fraud 
to observe them. The ratification 

was still thought requisite ; but 
ander owed the highest obligations 
5 rejected the constitutions of Cla- 
h he saw woul4 render England in- 

the papal power ; and only offered, 
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caiea. 

Henr)', not satisfied with this sentci 
ever violent and oppressive, soon aftei 
Bccket t') j^ive in the accounts of hi; 
tration whiij clianccllor ; and e«tiinat< 
lance due, at l-t//Xj murks ; for whi 
manded sureties. In this emergency, 
the primate's i rends advised him to 
see, on condition (f receiving an acqu 
the daring spirit of Becket rejected t 
counsels ; and he determined to brai 
mics. After cek-bniting mass, whei 
picvionsly ordered that the entroit U 
munion fx-rvice should begin uith t 
princes ''.at anfi spaU a^ciriit mr^ aiTaved 
crcd vestments, and bearing the cro 
liis hands, he entered the royal apaitir 
declared tiiat he put himself and his 
the protection of the supreme pontiff. 

This ap]>eal to the pope in a civil c 
a niattci' new iind unnreccdented : I 
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band^ Beckct not only issued a 

tnunicating the kinj^s chief mU 

but also abrogated and annulled 

IS of Clarendon i and declared 

ded the spintual thunder over 

» solely that the prince might 

by a timely repentance. j ! . i J 

1 the immediate danger, by flat- ■ j 1 1 

•r with the prospect of a speedr : | -j ;! . 

ftween himself and Bee ket, whicn 

place ; and Becket was allowed 

nditions which may be esteemed 

e and advantageous to that pre* 

ot required to give up any rights 

r resign any of those pretensions 
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i the original ground of the con- '. ! li . ., 
as agreed that .ill these questions 1 !f. < 

id in oblivion ; but that Becket j j^ ;|:||| 

rq <hnitlrl. withniit maVirn^ further 



his horse. 

But Henry did not even gain a 
tranquillity by his concession. Wh 
dreaded the sentence of excommm 
had thought it prudent to associate hi 
Henry in the royalty. The ceremoi 
performed by the hands of Roger, 
of York ; but Becket pretended, as a; 
Canterbury, he had the sole right 
and therefore, in the name of the i 
pended the archbishop of York, an< 
nicated the bishops of London anc 
with others who had assisted at th< 
of the prince. 

The king, who was then at Baieu 

hemently agitated on hearing this i 

of Becket's arrogance, burst forth 

clamation against his servants, wh 

r zeal, he said, had so long left hin: 

;[ the enterprises of that ungrateful ar 



car Canterbury, and being there 
3mc assistants, they proceeded in 
o the archie pi scopal palace. 1'hey 
rimate, who trusted entirely to the 
vf his chamcter, very slenderly at- 
f tliough tlicy throw out many me- ; 

?proaches against htm, he was so in- ^ j • 

Gear, that, without using any pre- . f ■ 

lin&t their violence, he immediately | 

) St. Benedict's church to hear vcs- . i i 

followed him thither, attacked him I \' 

tar, and having cloven his head with ' ^ 

f retired without experiencing any 

the tragical end of Thomas a Bcckct, 

the most lofty, intrepid, and in Hex- , , . 

who was able to cover to the world, 1 

ly to himself, the enterprises of pride 

m, under the disguise of sanctity, and 

he interests ol' i-eligion ; but who cer- 
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lis 

diSRiuedihed . .__ 
revoked all gnua i 
restored Ui« coin wh , 
iftg the former reigat^ 
execution of justice, i 
Icnce. 

-Hii brother GeoSi 
of the inhabitsnUihadq 
tjof NanUi but d. " 
possession of them* ] 
these territories, 
which he entered tr 
five years old, and a 
ber cradle, be p 
to op{K>se his p: 
be entered Brittanj' 1 
The able conduct of " 
more important adva 
eoneluded another t 
son, Geoffrey, and t 
the duke of Brittany J 
«oon after ; and Henry, 1 
infant son and d 
of that principality. 

The French king had J 
tatorofihe progrenoffl 
be resisted ms attempts M 
Thoulouse. An opea « 




yvui after hit iluath he 

jUvianileri a nulemn 

celebrating his mcriu : 

iritli jjrexifnt!' from all 

ffti^EnmRges were per- 

' ' I withheavwi; 

year, above iin 

W BTrived in C^iiei- 

dcvutiou ut his xhritic. 

;, Henry, delivered . ^t 

of the ibunders oi' , ,„,' 

ui expedition "'^• 

null about the midtilo 

besides icvcriU Km all 

incipal xovtreiji^lies of 

ill UijjitT, and Con- 

. usual tor tho one ot 

ihe lead in their wars, 

itHJnce, who Rccmed, 

' ff Irehind. Ro. 
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t of his zeal in nulnuii 
^stical privileges I must attaintbe higl 
lit martyrdom { wtule his reputet 
^>ould be nink«d among the mort 
r;iiitit tliat had ever desen'ed the 
detestation of mankind. Th&ie co 
pive the king the most onaSected cc 
ua it was extremely his interest to d 
Ironi all »uspicioni he took no car 
the depth of hh affliction. He shut 
from the light of dayi and from al 
uith his servants : he eren refused, t 
(l»ys, all food and sustenance. Tli 
apprehending dangerous effects from 
were at last obliged to break in u 
tudc ; and employing every topic of 
induced hiin to accept of nourislmi 
ciipicd his leisure in taking precauti 
llie consequences which he so justly i 
from the catastrophe of the pnmate. 
'Die mnst important point which 
lu eiiabliih, was to convince the poi 
nocence ; or rather to dissuade hiii 
cceding to cxtretniiies against £nj 
.archbishop of Rouen, the bishops a 



ucn CTer nuea me legena oi uny 1.011- 

: martyr. Two years after his death lie* 

xiiied by pope Alexander; a solemn 

as established tor celebra ting hi s incri ts ; ! 

* was enriched wit)) presents from all 

Christendom ; pilgrimages were pcr« 
:o obtain his intercession with heaven ; I ! 

IS computedy that in one year, above an | f 

thoiis;ind pilgrims arrived in Canter- j ; 

1 paid their devotions at his slirine. j i 

1 mean time, Henry, delivered a j^ « ^i 

tant danger of the thunders of . |,.«/ ' f 

can, undertook an expedition 
reland. That island, about the middlo 
welfth century, besides several small 
sntained the principal sovereigniies of 
Leinstcr, Meath, Ulster, and Con- 
uid as it had been usual for the one or 

of these to take the lead in their wars, 
I commonly some prince, who seemed, 
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vade a people, who being always 

their o^n island, had never given anj 

complaint to their neighbours. For thisparpa 

he had recourse to Rome ; which assumed a tig 

to dispose of kingdoms and empires; mod i 

foreseeing the dangerous disputes* wliieh 1m i 

one day to maintain with that see, assutel 

give sanctions to claims which were now beea 

dangerous to all sovereigns. Adrian IIL i 

then filled the papal chair was hj bhtfa an E 

lishman ; and being on that account the m 

disposed to oblige Henry, lie was easOj i 

suaded to act as master of the worid, and 

make, without any hazard or expence^ the aa 

sition of a great island to his spiritnal is 

diction. Henry, however, thongq annea i 

this authority, did not immediately pot his da 

in execution ; but being detained by more t 

resting business on the continent, waited ft 

favourable opportunity of invading Ireland. 

Dermot Macmorrogh, king of £einster, I 

ing rendered himself obnoxious, by hisHcenti 

tyranny, had been expelled bis dominions I 

confederacy, of which the king of Connai 

was the chief. The exiled prince applies 

Henrv for succour, who furnished him with 

ters patent, by which he empowered his subj 

to aid him in the recovery of his domini 

Dermot engaged witli Ric}iard,sumamedStn 

bow, carl of Strigul; who stipulated, for 

as^ist.l:lce, the hand of his daughter Eva, a 

promise that he .'ihciild he declared heir t< 

territories. "\Vl:iie RicLnrJ was assembling 

vas.ais, Dermot went into Wales ; and mee 

""ith Rv'^hert Fit/.- Stephens constable of A 

^ and Maurice FitzGciald, he also engs 

t 



Ill in !)(■ serricf, aiul obtained difir promise 
'iivadinj; Ireland: be himself immcdiateljr 
rdihrtKu, concciiled himself m ;i mumis- 
:'i.ii he lad foundetl, and prepaied everjr 
, I '7 'he rscfption of his English alli(». 
! ri'.- iroops of Fitz.Siephens were fir« ready. 
,.it gfwlwnim landed in Ireland with Uiirty 
.'i^hts, attj etquit'CR, and three hundred hT' 
•-'is; and with this small bndy, struck a grt.'3t 
rfir tnio tbe barbarous inhahiianu, andseeni- 
: in nicnaectbnn n'ilh;i&Ij;nnl revolution. Th» 
.'lunetion of Mnoriee de Pendergast, who, 
1 1:1 ih* tame time, brought o»er ten knighis, 
J finy archeri, en^ibted Fitz* Stephens to at- 
;ipt the uegeof Wexford, a town inhabited 
-JicDnneii and after gaming an advantage. 
made hi m^lf master of the place. Soon af- 
. ntz-Gerald arrived with ten knights, thirty 
..liiYS and a hundred ai'chers; and beinj; 
i,"J by the fcrmer adventurers, composed* 
. c which nothing in Ireland vas able to v ' ' 

Koderic. the chief fliMiarch of the iiland, was 
k-din dJfFereni actions i the prince of Ossorr 
■ ■: obliged 10 submit, and give hostages forhis 
iccable behaviour j tind Derraot, not content 
[h being restored co bis kingdom of Leinitcr, 
I jected the dethroning of Roderic, and aspired 
L'i^ lolc dominion oflrcliind, 

. iiiion of these views, he sent over a 
■the earl of Strigul, challeuging the 
■ [if his promise, and displaying the 
v.iiitages which might now he rea,;;eA 
. 11 J reirifortement of WntViV;c «tie"j% '««*' 
rhad. Sinmgbov: first ietvl over "Av-WKW 



o£ Demiot's narunl son, who had ~ 
hosU?e in his hmJs ; and Richardy i 

Zva, became soon ;i ft jr, br rh? death at 
master of the kingdom ut Lcinstery and 
to extend his nuuioriry over all Ireland 
He and the other Irish princes, alarmc 
danger, and combining together, beaej 
lin widi an armv ct' thinv thousand i 
earl Richard, making a sudden sail; 
head of ninety knights with their i 
put this numerous army to rout, chas 
off the field, and pursued them wi 
slaughter. 

Henry, jealous of the progress of his 
jects, sent orders to recall the English, 
self landed in Ireland, at the head of 
dred knights. The adventurers appes 
by offering to hold their acquisitions i 
lage to his majesty ; and the spirits of 
beincr hroki»Ti- nofhir.o- rrm -.lined but XX 
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ily established : a numerous progeny 1 ' 

and authority to his crown ; and his i ■ 

in settling the several branches of his \ 

med well calculated to prevent all - 

long the brothers, and to perpetuate 

ss of his family. Me had appointed \ j , 

eldest son, to be his successor in the ^ p ■ 

'England, the dutchy of Normandy^ 

ntics of An jo n, Maine, and Touraine; 

xrhich lay contiguous, and which, by 

IS, might easily lend to e<ich other ' 1 ' 

iistance, both against intestine com* 

id foreign invasions. Richard, his 

, was invested in the dutchy of Gui- 

ountv of Poicir.u ; Gcollrev, his third 

ted, in right of his wife, the dutchy 

^; and the new conquest of Ireland 

«1 fcr the appanage of John, liis fourth 
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lad also negotiated in favour of this - , !; , 

. a marriarre with Adclais, the only 
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A Ts In a visit to Paris, the amb 
117V y^""K Henry had been inflamed 
' arts of Ills father-in4aw. He 1 
sUiided by Lewis, that by the ceremony 
ration, in the liie of his father* he wa$ in 
5(>vcreii^n»y. In consequence of these < 
miint iJoas, tlie prince demanded the im 
)>(>s.sossi(^n of ringland or of Normnnd] 
uneasiness of lionry at this chiim was ii 
by the conduct of his queen Eleanor, \ 
not Icjis ti-ouhlesomc to lier present husi 
her jealousy, in ropjard to the fair R< 
and otlifni, than she had been to her fo 
lier gallantries. 1 ler yonnj^er sons ( 
and Richard participating in her disc 
escaped to Fnince, and in !n:iitationof tl 
tluT, reciuircd the indepcn Jenl administr 
the territories that had been assigned th( 
Kurope saw with astonislimonl tliroe boyj 
Iv arrived at puberty, pretend to dechro 
father, a nionarcli in the full vigour of 
and plenitude of his power. 

In this dilemma, however reluctantly 
had recourse to Rome; hut though Ah 
well pleased to exert his power in so juM 
cause, launched against * he eneniies of L 
the thunders of the V;itii::in, it v.ms som 
these weapons had not tlu» sauu* force a 
euiphncd in a s]>iritu;d contii>versy; :ini 
was reduced to seek m<>re etfeclual au> 
in tlie Lnbes of banditti, who, under the 
of hrebancons, nr CotKivaux, profl'ort 
swords to the most liberal employer. 

At the head of twenty ihou'^aiid of ihcb 
but lawless ruQians, and the few troops 
bad brought from Ireland, the king oi' l 

n 
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ot the ir rencti ; crushed the iiisur- 
ttany; and continued his negotia- 
lidst of victory. Though he insisted 

the sovereien authority in all his 
he offered his undutiful sons the 

revenues; but his terms were rc- 
le confederates, who depended on 
hey had concerted with the king of 
id several of the most powerful ba- 
and. 

uence of that league, the king of • : 

>kc into the northern provinccb with ^ j 

f of eighty thousand men ; which, \ 

sciplined and disorderly, and better ; 

mmittlng devastation than for cxc- : 

military enterprise, was become 
•om the present factious and turbu- 
f the kingdom. Henry, who had \ 

is enemies in France, and put his ' | ■ 

a posture of defence, now found 
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great victory, which his generals had < 
over the Scots, in which William th 
was taken prisoner ; and which beinc; 
as was reported, on the very day of his 
tion, was regarded as the earnc^^t of 
reconciliation with Heaven, and wiLh T 
Becket. 

This victory was decisive in favour o; 
the Knp;lish conspinitors threw thems 
the king's mercy ; and in a few weeks, 1 
dom was restored to tranquillity. H< 
mediately hastened to the defence of 
man dominions ; his presence saved Roue 
had been besieged, and nearly surprise 
French ; and tewis, who dreaded that! 
improve his successes, and penetrate 
heart of IVance, consented to a cess 
arms, and engaged with sincerity in a i 
peace. 

This was accompanied by a r^c6ncili; 



possessions ; aiul that the f'ortrcjiscs 
hv Stirlint^y Berwick, Ro\borou^h» 
;h, slioulJ be dolivcred into Hcnrv'^ 
the {lerionuamc of urttclcs. Inis 
liiiniiliatin^ treaty was oxeciiled in 
r. He enga^rcii tlie king and statrg 
to make a perpetual cession of the 

Denvick, and i<\i>borough, and to 
stle of Edinbun;;h to renuin in his 

limited time. This v';is the first 

lant which Kn^^laml obtained over 

ml indeed ilie i1n,t important irans- 

i had passtd li( tween tlie kingdoms. 

v,\\ of ]K'ace was a^sidu»)iisl)' * ^x 

y llonry in the civil admini- t^^r' 

)iskii)gvIoiii. lie enacted sc- '"^ ' 

ies against robl)ery, murder, c<mn- 

p coin, and arson ; and made many 

:ial regiilaiions for restraining vio- 

njiistice. I Ii' ]>artitionod Kngland 
• • • ■ » • • . ■ 



perSdy of Edric duke of Mercia. 
ever, stiU formidable: aodatOltf 
again to dispute the field, when^ 
English nobility, equally hara 
kings to submit to a coraproinn 
a panicioR of die kingdom. Cn 
himself the northern part, and 1^ 
touthem to Edmond. This p 
treaty about a month; 
ford by two of his ehamherla.in' 
Edric, who thereby made way fi 
of Canute tlie Dane, to i ' 

Canute immediately I 
• advantage of the feeble 4 
and Edward, the infant fl 
To cover, however, his injustic^ 
pretences, before he seized thein 
summoned a genera! assembly nj 
order to fix the succession of thf ■ 
here suborned some nobles ti 
treaty of Glocestcr, it had been^ 
in case of Edmond's death, li 
cessor to his dominions, or tutorif 
and this evidence, supported 1 
Canute, determined the 



A.r>. 



th;m to subject himself again tu a Minilii 
veniencc. 

The flame of discord bcine renewed 
RernArd tell into the hands ot the enem] 
was next taken hy ass.uilt; and llenry, ' 
thrown himself into that place, escap 
difficulty. Lach day brouprht him ace 
the cowardice or inladolicy ot his govern 
his spirit, subdued by this rc^'erse of 
[ submitted to the rigorous terms whici 

. the mediation of the duke of Burgunc 

^ otlered to him. 

The mortification^ however, which H 
dured on this occasion, was increased I 
vering, that his fourth son John, who 
been his favourite, had secretly entered 
unnatural confederacy which Richard h 
<?d against him. The unhappy father, 
overloaded with cares and sorrows, fii 
last disappointment in Im domestic tci 



ivnom ne met witii so mucn duty, ttiat r 

ared more like logitimute children) i 

he had by Iiis queen. j . 

:rson, Mcnvy was of a middle statine, 
d \^^ll proportioned : his countenance 
and engaging; his conversation afia* ; } 

rntertaining; his elocution easy and \ T' 

. i-ic loved peace, but possessed both | 

nd ronduct in war; was provident 
nidity ; severe in the execution of jus- : •- 

out rigour; and temperate without i 

I lis affections as well as his enmitie<t 
Q and durable; :ind his long experi- 
tc ingratitude and infidelity of mani 
t toyed the natural sensibility of his 
hich disposed him to friendship and 



eft only two legitimate sons ; Richard 
edcd him, and John, who inheriting 
y, was from thence commonly deno- 

l.nrLliiwi. Of hl<; thr(»<> H:ni(Tlir»»r'J. 
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disgust from those who had encon 
in his rehclliont and in) parted his co 
the faithful ministers of Henry, who 
ed hi^ ambitious projects. 

The love of military glory was his 
sion, and he was ardent to acquire i 
recovery of Jerusalem from the Sa 
y.oal against the infidels was commi 
his subjects, and broke out on a wr 
on the very day of his coronation. . 
having presumed, contrary to the or 
king, to appear in the hall where he * 
cd, they were dragged forth, and pi 
and vengeance fell upon their innocei 
Instantly their houses were broken • 
effects phindered, and tlicmselvcs si 
The same bloody persecution was exc 
them in York as in London; and all i 
precluded, by the rank and inHue 
offenders. 

Richard was solicitous about noth: 
raising supplies for the expedition he 
For that purpose lie put to sale the rt 
manors of the crown, ar.d the offices 
trust and power. He yielded up f( 
sand maiks, the vassalage of Scotlax 
fortresses of Roxborouph and IJoi 
scrupled not to declare he would j 
itself, could he find a purchaser; and 
tlie administration in the hands of H 
of Durham, and cf Lor.rrchamp hi> 
acconipanie-l hy :v] *'• j rn i i i t a ry and 
of t}ie i\^*', hr . .: HT the frrr.t 
gundv, w.-i- . . '.. : !-. a en Imaged to mee 
ki:::- ■ 



t. winter. In tliese quarters, levc — 

mike Dot between the troogiK of thtt 

^tians) and diese were caininunica- 

iTtwokin^. by Richard's refusing to 

See, the sister of Philip, and giving his 

Berengnria, daughter cf Sancnez, king 

tre. Waving immediate jealousies, how- 

xy proceeded to the Holf Land, where 

fival inspired new life into the christians. 

(iegc of Acre, which had long been fornt' 

A pressed with redoubled ardour. But 

.*mony of the chiefs wai of short duration t 

Le of king of Jerusalem was disputed hf 

of Luiignan. and Conrade marquis of 

icrrat. Tlie former was supported by 

ird< the btter by Philip; and the opiwsita 

I of these great monarchs brought faction 

diu^nttnn intu the christian army. The 

;*5 of the earrison, however, allowed them 

to avail themselves of these distmctions ; 

'inline compelled the Saracens to openthe 

I of Acre. 

ithe surrender of tiiis place, Philip declared 
^wlution of returning to France, under ihe 
of a bad state of health. He left, however, 
lichard, ten thousand troops, under the 
:rand of the duke of Bur^nnd)-, iind pr;;;if;- 
f oath, not to commci'.ee iinqtiliiits ii!;.iii;-i 
"'ince's dominions during his :d>!,en(i ; iiut 
-■— 1,..,| lionie, thjn hr pi''- 
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ceeded, though secretly, in a project whi 
present situation of England rendered inv 
An open jealousy bad broke out bi 
Longchamp and the bishop of Durham, 
Richard had intrusted with the admtnisi 
of that kingdom. The first, armed wi 
legatine power, hesitated not to arrest \ 
league ; and at length had the temerity to 
into prison, Geoffrey archbishop of York, 
last act roused from his inactivity prinec 
vrho. summoned the guardian before a coi 
the nobility and prelates. Longchamp, 
ous of his error, fled beyond seas, and t 
deprived of his office of chancellor and jusi 
A -T) in his quality of legate, h^ continu 
11 02* ^^ disturb the government. Phi 

only promoted his intrigues, but c 
into a correspondence with John; and pro 
him the hand of Ins sister Alice, excited 
sci/e Richard's transmarine dominions 
which enterprise he was with difficulty d< 
by the vigilance of his motlicr, and tlie n 
of the council. 

A. T\ In the mean time, Richard was | 
t'lQC}' ing laurels in the east. He defeat 

lad in with the slaughter of fort^ 
sand inHdcls; he recovered Ascalon, ai 
vanced within sight of Jerusalem ; but lo; 
sence, fatigue and want, had abated the 
of the crusaders. Every one, except th 
of England, expressed a desire of rcturnii 
Europe. Richard was forced to yield t 
importunities; and he concluded a true 
Saladin, by which die christians were 
possession of Acre, and were allowed a fi 
grimage to Jerusalem. 

Ri 



Kquainted with the inttigues of 
Imd tiot, on his retuni) to pass 
ikeei he sailed thercfoir to the Adri- 
^6g shipwrecked near Aquilei»> 
L disgitiae, to pursue his ruuta 
xy. At Vienna he was arrested 
hcf the duke of Austria, to whom 
»ome disgust at the sie^e of Attc, 
IS sold to the emperoi- Herry 
consider liim ;is an enem)', 
(Fan alliance he had contracted with 
iof Sicilj-. 

(Btard, whose renown had . jj 
Wdflanguislied in a dungeon i,'„i,* 
Wrons) the king of France ^'''^* 
hrvnil himself of hi» misfortunes. 
Ipinefal distraction which the intelli- 
tecasinned in England, prince John 
(o the eontineiu, and had concluded 
h Philip, by which he stipulated to 
le latter a great part of Normandy, 
1 in return the investiture of all Ri- 

■nediately inviided Normandy; but 
the treachery of John's adhcrL'nts, 
i great jiart of it, by the gallantry 
of Leicester he w;!s repulsed from 
Rouen. Nor was John more suc- 
is attempt in England: thnu);h he 
If master of the castles of Windsor 
;ford, he found the barons and peo- 
here averse to his cause; in coii.'e- 
'hich he was obliged to retire again 

wse tran-^actions Richard, in Ger- 
ed every kind ofinsult and indignity ;_ 



Xiiigiana; a.na ivicnaru, naving recovei 
liberty, by complying with tlie terms an 
was crowned anew at Winchestery as if 

tended to wipe off the ignominy of captiv 
As soon as Philip heard of the kin; 
liverancc, he wrote to his confederate J 
these terms : " Take care of yourself — tl; 
is broken loose." l^he latter, however, i 
to disengage himself from an associate 
fortunes seemed declining, threw himseli 
feet of his brother, and implored his 
*• I forgive you," said the king, •• and hop 
as easily forget your injuries, as you will r 
don ;" an expression which shewed the ji 
mate he had made of John's dising 
heart. 

During five years Troni the return of R 
the mutual weakness and enmity of tlie k 
France and England engaged ihem in 
of faithless negotiations, »nd dt^sultory vi 
and the cardinal of St. Mar\'. the Done's 



MDrkt, one Benr^nd de Gourdon, 
■creed hik shoulder with 
pt king gave ordeia for the auuiultf 
^itce, and haneed all the girrisoa, 
pvrdcni, wliom he rr<;en-cii m an ot 
^m he might wreak uU tliat vcn- 



3 

■ow. 



pM dictate. 
fful being re 



d being renilCTcd monal by the uttv 
l>of the surKcorii and the king, wn- 
pe was drawing near an end, »ent for 
|[« Wretch," wid he, " what hare I 
■ to you, to induce you to »eek mj ' 
Yon hawe," replied the priionor, " kill- 
er own hands, my father and my twtr ' 
|rl am row in your power; you jmy ' 
tevercit tormcntj on me, but I i>hw 
^•ni witli plcj^^ure, provided I c&it 
■vc been so happy as to deliver thr 
m suuh a nui.-;jnce." The mind of 
rasKoftened by the approach of death, 
iBgnanimity of Gourdon : he ordered 
' released, and a sum of money to be 
.im ; but one of Richard's generals, 
leizing the unhappy man, Bayed him 
tlien hanged him. 

ed Richard, in the tenth year . j^ 
ign, and fnrty-stcond of his ijgn' 
was buried at Fonteverard- 
nn» mark* of his poetical genius re- 
most shining parts of his character 
liiary talents, and his personal cou- 
ich gained him the appellation of 
B Lion," or" the Li on hearted." He 
IJiim no issue ; and, by his last will, 
■d John heir to all his dominions, 
r K fermal de(.d, before he embarked 
for 



^'Dom jonn, aiier ociiig acKnowieagea 
mandy and Kiigland» prepared to carry 
war vigorously, Tlie selfish inrrl^ii 
r:ictt»r of Plillip fijoilitiitcd his proxies 
than the iono oi liis arms. Con si a mi a 
ther oi i\rihur, more apprdien'iive of a I 
ally ih:in of an open envniy, secretly car 
her son from Paris, put him into the h 
liis uncle, restored the provinces tvhich 
he red to him > and made him do homa$;c 
dutchy of Brirtanyy which was regard 
iicf of Normandy. 

As Philip, alter this incident, could 
pect to carry on the war wiih sncres*;, 
icnted to a treaty with John, in whirh 
mils ot their leiritorios were adjusted ; 
I rendc r their union niorti permanent, the 

^ I'ngland gave his niece, Blanche of Cy 

nianiage to prince Lcwisi Philip's eld 
and with her tlie baronies of Issoudu 
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^t^iHl' IttTiafc pToextrtd a ilivorc*- 
Ve^ he csponseJ JsAt>cUa, rc^urdless 
ucM of the pope, and the general 
■taalind. 

mtment of thf count of j 
recly eieited tn 
pof roiciou and Normandy ; 
Mohn crosicd ihe seas, he found he 
M^ hh own lubjecti to contend with, 
Iffcr of France. Dnngeni multiplied 
'i^do : hii barons were disafiiacted, 
hnlce of Brittany, who was risint to 
t», joined the Icing of France and the 
HAet. Imoatient of military renown, 
frince hud entered Poictou with n 
fi and had Invested the queen dow. 

EOT, in Mirabeau, when he wan «nr- 
I camp by John, his troops dispersed. 
If nude prisoner. Fe^ul of his 
I Cmel tyrant, John, ordered him to 
hed i but when he found his coni- 
1 not been obeyed, he slabbed him 
m hands, and threw his dead body 

iWere struck with horror at this cruel 
as John had in hl^ hands Eleanor, 
o Arthur, the llritons cliose for iheir 
Alice, the younger daughter ol Con- 
K second marriage. They solicited 
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\\W\\c Jnlm civiisumeJ his hours in pasiitn 

;imu semen Is in Kouen. ** Lei ihe French \ 

bind he, ** I will rcuke in a iiaywhat it h 

tiitm vears to acquire." Vet instead 

filling; his vaunt, lie nicar.ly claimed tl 

icclion cf the Roman pontiff; but Phi 

f> stead of retiring at tlie comm 

. J^ , ' tlie pope's legates, laid siege to ( 

Gaillard, the most considerable 

on the {Vontiers of Normandy j whicl 

taken in a night assault, Rouen idonc 

tained some resistance, and the citizens d 

cd thirty days lo advertise their prince < 

danger. Upon the expiration of that tei 

opened their gates; and Philip, not s 

with this acquisition, carried his victorio 

into the western provinces, and soon i 

i\njou, Maine, Touraine, and part ( t Poi 

- ,^ To recover his transmarine doi 

ifTiV* J»-^^" landed with a considerahl 
■" '* at Rochelle: but, en the appr 
3*u:lip, he de^icrted his troops, and rdu 
iv.igiand covered viih shame; and tho 
rhr.iineJ a short respite from war, by 
f.Tlwo years with tke rrench monar 
ii.tLival was still more diagiaceful to 1 
tho nliernatc weakncis and debpc-Li>:r. ol 
\tMr.m:-nt, and bv the erxroachniei.ts ar, 
^.iiiLC cf the cliurcl!. 
^ yv ]nnoL«rnc tre third, a loi'iy 

*. .'^P * ttTpri:»ing genr.i?, availing h;n:M 

" difpuie whicii had arisi'n frm 

:r::r.lar election for ihe soe cf C:ir. 

cl.iimod the right cf nominatir.C; the pi: 

L n^ , 1 an d . H o c r^ m m and ed the rr. or. k s 
r*ons cf Christ-church, who had hithe 



It importtnt privilege, to clioosc; on 
cxMtnmutiicalinn, cardinal I.ungion. 
lioun by \tinh, but u-amly uttuclifit 
! of Roiiic. In vain the monlti rcpre- 
1 -tfiar m election, witiioor a previous 
inn the king, wnuld be highly in'«rul»r : 
hail the cOurBge to perw-verc m hir, 
M the rert, overcome by the menaces 

Kpt, compiled with his mandate, 
nflamcd with the titmnrt rage when he 
this iniwftretire of the court of RnmCt 
from tlie monaitery the prior and die 
r Clirirt-churehj and when threaienej 
rtscniment of Innocent, he burst out 
Hem invectives, and swore if the pope 
"1 to tiiy his kingdom under an inicr- 
he w>^u1d >end to him M the biihops 
jT in Enslaod, and ccrnfiicaie all their 
s. These sallies of passion, however, were 
■nm shaking the resolution of thf Roman 
f, whf, sen^ilile ihiit the king ha^ lost 
mfidence of his people, fulminated ngain^i 
he sentfiice of interdict. 

of that sentence was calculaiwl 

superstitious people with tlie dci-pi-st 

' nation was of a sodden deprived ol 

exer'ise of its religion; the altars 

■ dead. 



despoiled of their 
id of being interred i 


iniairients; tlio 


1 consecrated g 


thrown into ditches, 


;r buried in the 


fields ; marri.ge w 


!S scilomni/.ed 



:h-yards; and every circumstance cuiiiid 
itoms of the most immediate apprehensii a 

j'Ae other hv-nd, the king co-ifi^rat^d ll ? 
et rf all the chngy ^^■Lo oh-^yid tlje ...r.r- 
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diet ; and treated with the utmost ris 
adherents of the church of Rome, 
some of the clergy yielded to his threats, 
lebrated divine service* they complied ' 
lucumce, and were regarded both by the 
and the people, as men who sacrificed tl 
sciences to tneir fears or their interest. 

During this contest, the king attemp* 
tary expeditions against Scotland, agai 
land, nnd against the Welsh ; and co: 
prevailed more from the weakness of his i 
than his own vigour or abilities : but tl 
of these enterprises was obscured by the 
of his government, and the licenciousnc 
private conduct. 

A j\ The court of Rome fiudinc 
1121*1 * interdict had not produced the 
* effect, determined to proceed to 
of excommunication. John alarmed at t 
offered to acknowledge Langton a<i j 
and to restore the exiled clergy ; but i 
insisting on full reparation for the rents 
confiscated estates, the king broke off 
ferencc. 

Without temporizing any longer, Innc 
solved John's subjects ironi their oaths oi 
and allegiance ; declai*ed him to have i 
by his contumacy, his crown ; and offei 
the king of France. 

Philip could not withstand this tempti 
He levied a great army, and cuUectei 
ports of Normandy and Picardy one i 
seven hundred vessels. To oppose hi 
assembled at Dover sixty thousand men 
sufficient, had they been animated with z 
the minds of the common people were in 



irteri in which he declared he had, 
isrion of his own lins, resigned Eng- 
reUnd to God, to St. Peter and St. 
x> pope Innocent) and fait (ucceison 
itolic chair t agreeing to hold thoM 
M feudatorieE ot the church of Rome, 
lual payment of a thousand marks, 
nage to Pandulf in the most abject 
nd paid pan of the tribute, which ha 
la kingdom ai the patrimony of St< 
1* the legate, eUted by the triumph 
il power, trampled on the money that 
bis feet, as an earnest of the subjection 
dom. 

niceful tameness of John, however) 
itirely delivered him irom danger, 
d with indignation that England was 
erthe protection of the see ef Rome t 
oed of bein^ frustrated in an eipe- 
■h had cost him so murh monev ■ and 
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abandon the enterprise^ without the t 
ration he expected. 

ii p. To retaliate some of the injn 

1 21 4 * ^^^ received, from the province of 

which acknowledged his authorit 

attempted to penetrate into France ; but 

telligence of the decisive victory which 

obtamed at Bovines over one hundred ai 

thousand Germans, led by the emperoi 

inspired him with humbler thoughts ; hi; 

were confined to ruling peaceably ovei 

land : but even this was denied him ; and 

humiliating scene of calamity still awaitc 

The feudal system, which had long bee 

blished in England, gave such influence 

aristocracy, that the royal authority w; 

great measure eclipsed by that of the 

When the conquest of England was ac 

by William, the necessity o£ entrusting 

power in the hands of a prince who was tc 

tain a military dominion over a vanquisl 

tion, had engaged the Norman burons to 

to a more severe and absolute prerogativi 

that to which men of similar rank wer 

monly subjected ; and England, during a 

of an hundred and fifty years, was gover 

an authority unkno^vn in the same degree 

the kingdoms founded by the nortliern co 

ors. Henry the first, that he might alli 

people to exclude his elder brother Robei 

IP anted them a charter favourable in mai 

ticulars to their liberties ; Stcplien liad re 

die grant ; Henry the second had confirn 

but the concessions ot all tliese princes h 

mained a dead letter ; when John, equally « 



i 



lea on tne nation Dy a paipaDie en- » 

t of the see of Romey ought always 

lected bj the English. Tliis prelate 

plan or reforming the goyemment» j ; 

the way for it, by inserting a clause 

which he administered to the king» 
rould absolve him from excommuni- 
lat he would re-establish the good 
predecessors, and abolish the wicked 
maintain justice and right in all his . 
'' Soon after, he shewed to some of 
a copy of the charter of Henry the 
.was nearly forgotten, and advised 
ist on its renewal. The barons swore 

lose their lives sooner than desist 
isonable a demand : the confederacy 
ler ; a more numerous meeting was 
at St Edmond's Bury, under colour '^ ,; 

; and the members, inflamed by the . ,!t:,lt. 

i Langton, and incited by the sense if ■■ j: | 



■"' il 
.1 ■': 



■|i: '■ 
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ward : a delay was asked» and grknted ; an 
interval was employed by John to inflaeni 
pope in his favour. Innocent^ who foresai 
if the administration fell into the hands 
high-spirited nobility they would vindlcal 
independence of their country, while he ai 
the king to grant such demands as should a 
reasonable, expressed his disapprobation i 
conduct of the barons, and exhorted the pi 
to interpose, to put an end to civil discoid 

The barons heard, with nore indiffereno 
might have been expected, the displeasure 
court of Rome ; and as soon as the time gi 
to the Jiang was expired, they met at Stsu 
and collected their forces, consisting of 
two thousand knights, besides retainers a 
ferior persons without number* Elatec 
their power, they advanced in a body to ! 
ley, within twenty miles of Oxford, the 
where the court then resided ; and sent 
Iking a schedule containing their princip 
znands. John had no sooner perused it, t 
burst into a furious passion, swearing he 
never g^rant such privileges as must reduc 
self to slavery. 

The confederated nobles, informed of 
swer, determined to rely on their swords 
besieged the castle of Northampton, were 
ted into that of Bedford, occupied Wat 
entered London without opposition. Th 
waste the royal parks and palaces, and con 
the other barons to join them, on pain of ra 
their estates. So formidable indeed wei 
menaces, and so universal the disa£Fectio 
the king was left at Odiham in Hampshi' 
a retinue of only seven knights ; and after 

c 



i nbmlt all tJifTerences to tlie pope, h$M 
Ueif at last obliged to yield withoDcl 

It Rannymede, between Windsor afl^:] 
Ipot which will ever be celebrated laA 
lat a conference toot place betweeal 

his martial barons. After a debac* J 

lyfi, the king, with a facilit)' s< 

t signed xnd seated the famous deed J 

JHA CH4BTA. or the CHEAT CHA»TK«».« 

Biedor secured very important libertie* 'J 
fEjr, the barons, and the people, though 1 
i what they have since freely and legt' | 
njoyed. In short, many of the stipu- . 
toe great chatter, fi-om the change of 
■d tnc tit ta lions, appear at this day tri- 
iculoos; yet there can be no doubt but 
i-a noble acquisition at the time it was 
[ts chief provisions were in favour of 
;y and the clergy ; but to render the 
tie barons more popular, some salutary 
t were introduced for the protection of 

jre the execution of the cliarter, Lon- 
;ft in die hands of the bamns, ;ukI tlic 
IS consigned to the cii^tndy of the pri- 
ith the consent ot tlie fclnj^, ttie cniife- 
lose from their own body, twenty-live 
as conscrv:itii:s of the public liboriy, 
authoritv no limits were preitribed, 
■Xtent or duration. All men through- 
igdom wcic obli;^ed, under the penalty 
nation, tH swpur obedience to cliem : 
ights from cacii county, chosen by the 
■s, were to make reports of such evil 
s required reilress, conformable to the 
o a tenor 



His concessions. Ketirnig to Uie isle 
he meditated the most fatal vengemi 
his enemies. He secretly sent abroai 
saries to invite the rapacious Braban^c 
service ; he dispatched a messengcf t( 
complain before that tribunal of th 
imposed upon him ; and Innocent c 
himself as feudal lord of the ki^gdor 
bull, by u'hich he annulled the who 
He prohibited the barons from exacti 
servance of it ; he prohibited the king 
ing any regard to it ; and he pronounc 
ral sentence of ex communis; at ion ag 
one who should persevere in xnainta 
iniquitous pretensions. 

Under the sanction of this bull, ♦ Jo 
as he had collected his foreign forces, 
the mask. The barons, enticed into 
curity, had taken no rational measi 
assembling their forces. The king wa 



Bt» whols extent (if England from Do- 
jrwwki Uid the provinces Wiuic on c.icli 
UWi as if he liuJ bteii in an enemy's 

[irona. reduced U> tlii^ >icsprr»Ic . j. 
1^ cmplojL-d tt T«n)eJf no Idi* i.ir.i* 
Sandofieitdtliekingiif I'Vante *-'"■ 
bricdge L^wji, hit tfUest son. ai tlieir 
1^ provideil he woald protect them Iroin 
^ofthvtyKint. 

ripeci of «pc]t a pri^e rradered Philip 
LO |iw menntiu tit' the cutirt of Rome, 
inMeiml liiiii witJi et coin muni cut inn if 
lad a prtiK« under the proicctiou oi Hie 
EbuiW rel'iiiied to intruci hia «on and 
ft c^ipricv oS the t'Dghbh baron*. wich< 

bfkdgv fw. bis wfirly. H« liiwcfoic 
of tMipi ttTflnty-Hve of the most illui- 
oblci ( iind no sooner haJ he vetsivcd 
Htugeii. lh;m he sent ovxr Luwis with it 
19 arm^. 
iicquence of that young prince's appcar- 

England. John's foreign troops, btinj; 
;7ic-d in I'Unders, refused to M'rveapaijv.t 

of tlicir monarchy. 'Theharons titiitr 
I to join tilt' Maiidiird of Li-'wiji, or throw 

liim tile y_M.<:-, of their ra$t!es. Dover 
siiied hik ;(riiis. But tlie union between 
lith and tht l-ri-nth was of .sliorl diiia- 
e prek-ren.e of J.cwis to tlie Litter, iwn 
the jealousy of the fozmer. A French 
.n. the viicmint Mehin, as it is iaid. re. 
Iso on hii dL-iilli led, to some of the Eng- 
ons, who WL-re his friends, iht secret 
ns of Lewis to exierminate them and 
jnilies. 'i'his story was unii-ersally re- 



cnusmg me proper ume tor nis iiiaicii» 
the inundation all his carriaees, cma 
gage, and regalia. The afflictton for 
aster, and vexation from the distracte 
affairs, increased an indisposition under 
then laboured ; and though he reached 
of Newark, he soon after gave up the g 
was buried at Worcester. He expin 
forty-ninth year of his aee^ and the e 
of his teign ; leavin? twolegitimate soi 
and Richard, the eldest of whom was 
years old. 

The character of John, is a compl 
vices equally mean and odious ; cows 
vity, licentiousness, ingratitude, treac 
cruelty. It is hard to say whether hii 
as a son, a brother, husband, or a I 
most culpable. By his misconduct h 
flourishing provinces of France, the ai 
trimony of nis family ; he subjected his 



for the kingdom at large, Vofp 

loyal nobleman, the earl 

, was appointed protector of the 

g;the king's minority, by the general 

i barons. 'J hat he might reconcile 

le government of his pupil, he made 

a new charter of liberties, in some 

5red from the former ; but confirming 

ing stipulations. This was followed 

T of forests ; which declared oflFence? 

in the king's forests no longer capital, 

unishable by fine and imprisonment. 

isfaction which these charters diffused 

felt by Lewis; the personal resent- 

iie baions to John was buried with 

i grave; their jealousy of their new 

daily increased; a large detachment 

nch had been routed nciir Lincoln; 

flpct had suffered a considerable de- 

''--.f These events de- 



cificauon which had been chiefly owin 
wisdom and valour; and he was a 
in the government by Peter des Roche 
of Winchester, and Hubert de Burgh, 
ticiary. The counsels of the latter wei 
followed ; and had he possessed equal 
with Pembroke, he seemed to be ev( 
wordiy of filling the place of that virtuo 
man. But the licentious and powerful 
having broken the reins of subjection^ 
be restrained by laws under a minori 
held by force the royal castles ; they 
die king's demesnes ; they oppressed t) 
sals ; and protected the worst kind of 
in their robberies and extortions» in del 
legal eovemmcnt. 
Justice, however, was executed wi 
A <pw severity against disorders less 
.gc>o* because more unpremeditatc 
* quarrel had arisen between t 
doners and the inhabitants of Westmii 
match of wrestling. The former ha 
down some houses belonging to the 
Westminster; and in the tumult had i 
of the cry commonly employed by th 
;[ troops. The justiciary made enquiry 

disorder; and finding one Constant! 
Amulf to have been the ringleaders 



dttff dedantion^ be resigned into hift 
f important fartresscs of the Tower 
r castle^ which had been intrusted to 
fm Several of the most powerful ba- 
nrer, instead of imitating his examplci 
e design of surprising London; but 
i Idng prepared for defence, they de« 
i being threatened with excommuni« 
tiej persisted in detaining the king's 
7 at length gave wajt and surrender- 
ie fortresses. 

nry approached to man's a jy 
character became every day looy* 
9wn« Gentle^ humane, and '* 
even to a fault, he apoears to have 
J in nothing, but to have received 
iression -from those who surrounded 
Jiout activity or vigour, he was unfit 
t war; without policy or art, he was 
ted to maintain peace. His resent - 
nueh hasty and violent, were not. 
,'hiic he \v;is found to drop tlicm with 
ty; his friendships were littli^ vmIuoJ, 
cy were neilher founded on seleclinn, 
lined wiih constancy, 
jlc and faithful minister lInhtTt dc 
a sudtlen lit of caprice? Mcnry threw 
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of Winchester, a Poicterm by birtliy i 

distinguished by his arbi tra r y principk 
by his abilities. He persuaded He 
invite over a number of PoictevinSy an< 
ibrcignersy whom he believed could b< 
safely trusted than the English; an 
strangers soon exhausted the revenues 
crown, and invaded the rights of the 
A confederacy of the nobles against such 
favourites was broken by the address of 
the estates of the most obnoxious baroi 
confiscated, without a legal sentence or 
their peers; and when to these proceedii 
authority of the great charter was ol 
Henry was wont to reply, ** Why shoul 
serve this charter, which is neglected by 
grandees, both prelates and nobility P" t( 
it was justly returned: ** You ought, sii 
them the example.'* 

So violent an administration as that 
bishop of Winchester could not be of 1( 
ration ; yet its fall proceeded from the < 
not from the efforts of the nobles. £dm< 
primate, attended by many otlier prela 
presenting the pernicious measures of 
required the dismission of him, and thai 
associates, under pain of ezcommun 
The menace was too formidable to be ne^ 
yet the English were not long free fr< 
dominion ot foreigners. The king havir 
riod Eleanor, daughter of the count < 
A T\ vencc, was surrounded by a 
12Sr ^^"^^^^ ^^ strangers from that c 
whom he enriched by arbitrar 
tions of prerogative, andby extorting loa 
his most opulent subjects. 



Rign enterprises of Henry wrre eciiwtly 
Ml with hia domestic govcrnnicnt. 
Jir'vich Lewis IX. he i»3s stripped cf 
fliiaed to him of Poictou. His waiu 
iNr reduced him to sell his plnte and 
Wbtn this eipedient was Srst pTojiosed 
we asked, where he should find pur- 
Kt was replied, the citizens of London-, 
'•word," said he, " these clowns, who 
fa tliemielees the names of barons, 
I every thing, while we are reduced lo 

til the grievances -were under which 
Inh labotired, from t!ie faults of the 
k were considerably encreased by the 
KK,and avarice of the court of Rome. 
K39t pope Honorius demanded, and 
1^4! tenth of all ecclesiastical revenues. 
ilT 1240, Otho the legate wrested hivge 
m the prelates and convents, and is 
have carried mnre money out of thi: 
than he left; four years after the ei- 
was renewed by Mertu the nuncio: 
ting, who relied on the pope for tJie 
it his totiering authority, dared not re- 



nt in. was still more rapacious th;ni 
kis predecessors: by his influence lie 
•mfcarked Henry in a project for thi; 
onquest of Sicily; in which chiiin;i-ic;d 
T expending an immense sum of mn- 
kxtig became sensible of the fallacy of 
• professions and his own expectations. 
of Cornwall the king's brother, who 
K thia project, was, soon after its dc- 
tif tempted to become a candidate for 



U 
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the imperial crown; and succeeded 
be chosen king of the Romans. Ps 
into Germany, he carried with him tl 
sum of seven hundred thousand marl 
ney while it lasted procured him i 
partisans ; but it was soon drained by 
of the German princes : ;md he i 
England, mortified at the reflection 
lavished away the frugality of a wb 
the acquisition of an useless title. 

* j^ The turbulence of the 

JO*--' creased with the wants of thi 

^* the parliament which seems 

some authority in this reign, refva 

unless he would promise, at the sa 

redress of civil and ecclesiastical 

and engage from hencefbrth to { 

great charter inviolate. This he c 

in the most solemn manner, but m 

favourites, he soon restored to his us 

A -TV A continuation of such 

■il^ra measures encouraged Simoi 
fort, earl of Leicester, to 
wrest the sceptre from the feeble 
held it. This nobleman had espous 
dowager to William earl of Pen: 
sister to the king. His address gaii 
afiections of all orders of men, bi 

frotect him against the levity of hi 
le had alternately enjoyed the i 
been exposed to the hatred of Henry 
too great to act subservient to the 
that prince, he found more advanta 
rating his interest .with the public, 
every place with complaints against 
a t ^the great charter; and a qi 
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I William dc Valence, the kin^'* 

^ detentimed him to give TdII «cope 

mded ambition. He ucrutly cu1U-d 

^ihe most powerful barons, particu* 

fbnj de Bohun, hieh constablci 

d carl Marischal and the carU of 

i Gloucester. To thcto he depicted 

i colaurt the oppretsiani exerciiied 

} lower orders, tee violation of the 

jhileges, and (he continual depre- 

Bt Ml (he clergy j and while be mag- 

rierosity of tnetr tuicestorsi who at 
of their blood had eitorted the 
rter from (he crown, he lamented 
degeneracy, who allowed so imjior- 
Irantage to be wTested from iheni by 
mce, and insolent p^asitei. 
Mpics being well suited to the sentl- 
the company, the barons embraced a 
of redre.sssing the public grievances, 

■ in(o their own hands the adminii- 
govemment. They entered the par- 
lad in cnmplete armour, with their 
y their sides { and when the kinci 
'<th their unusual appearance, asked, 
hey intended to make him prisoner? 

■ Bigod replied for the rest, " Tliiit he 
leir prisoner but their sovereign ; but 
I frequently, after acknowledging his 
lowed himself to be carried into ilic 
I) he must now yield to more strict 
)i, and confer authority on those who 
JDg and able to redress the national 
i.'° Henry, partly allured by the 
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limited authority was granted ; an 
cester was at the head of this counci 
measures ^^\Te taken hy his influei 
ordered four Knights to he chosen hy c 
ty, who were to report the grievan« 
people to the p.»riiament ; they appoii 
sessions of parliament to he held 
every year; that a new sheriff sliou 
pually elected hy the votes of the f 
in each county ^ that no heirs sliould 
knitted to the wardships of foreigner 
castles intrusted to their custody; 
no new warrens or forests should h< 
nor the revenues of any counties or 
be let to farm. 

These regulations perhaps might 1 
warranted oy the circumstances of 
hut they afterwards proceeded to tlie 
justifiable lengths. They displacci. 
chief officers ot the crown, and udvam 
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« aeajiM them j anH whawver lOppnrt 
BlftnE have derived from the priv»te 
Ttheir families, wus wcukened by their 
■ Jealousies. A violent enmity broke 
"Nntheenrlsof I^iccKcrandGlmicestcr; 
I dexiroiiK of moderating the ca- 
^e bnroniit but the former, enraged at 
' nition he met with in his own purty. 
d to throw up oil concerns in English 
|iUcl retired into France. 

'1 of Gloucester dyiiiR soon . jj 



LticQMcr entered into a confcdc- 



1263. 



h Llewellyn prince of Walci t 
m ■oener dia he underttand thiit prince 
ird hud rrarched Co oppose the Wclvh, th;m 
rreily pasitd over into England, unllccicd 
lends, and commenced an open rebellion. 
London he had many partisans ; and the 
lace, encouraj^ed by Thomas Fitz-Richard, 
layor, soon row in insurrection. The lust 
inder and destruction first prompted them 
Acic the Jews, who were pill;igcd and mas- 
d to the number of five hundred persons. 
Lombard bankers and rich citiiens wtre 
ie« victims to their rapacity ; even the 
I scarcely escaped their rage ( whom they 
ded to have removed by water from tlie 
rrto the canle of Windsor; but the popular 
nil, " drown the witch 1" the multituilo 
■bled with large atones on the bridgf to 
jer barge i and her fears induced hiir to 
a to the Tower. 

e earl of Leicester was now not only trins- 
r London, but in a parley he had sei/od 
•won of prince Edward, the Hie and soul 
Brofal party, 'ibis misfortune det#rmiii<''l 
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the king to seek an accommodation } he 
to confirm the provisions of Oxford ; ar 
instated the barons in the suvereignt; 
kingdom. The latter immediately sui 
a parliament to meet at Westminster in 
settle' their government ; and in that ; 
they insisted that the authority of the 
four barons shoiUd continue, not only di: 
reign of tlie king, but also during that c 
Edward. The heir apparent, however 
recovered his liberty by the late treaty, ei 
his activity in defending the pierpgativ 
family, 'i'he number of his friends, and 
mour of the people for peace, obliged th 
Leicester to consent to a second nego 
and it was agreed by botli sides to subi 
diifevences to tlie arbitration of the 
France. 

This virtuous prince had never ceasi 
terposehis good offices between the En^ 
tions ; and at Amiens, in the pi-esenci 
states of France, of the king of Englanc 
Peter de Montfoit, Leicester's son, he 
this great cause to a trial. He an in 
provisions of Oxford, restored the kir 
possession of liis castles, and to the noi 
of the great offices ; but he ordered at l 
time a general amnesty should be grantc 
past oifences ; nr.d declared that his av 
in no wise meant to dexogate from the p 
and liberties which the nation enjoyed 
A -pv f«>rmer charters. But the sent( 
lor.i rejected by I^icester and his ass 
and they resolved to have rec 
arms, in which they were supported by 
of Lciidon. 
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ig and the prince finding a eivil war 
» sninxnoned to their standard theit 
d vassals ; \Krhile Leinster having bceh 
I by a great body of Londoners, detcr- 
stake uie fat;^ of the nation on a deci- 
remenb 

snts for war were dis{Slajed in the skill 
:j of his march ; and he had nearly sur- 

royiilists (n their quarters at l^ewes m 
ut this negligence was repaired by the 
f prince Edward, wh6 WJarshailed the 
le king. With the van he rushed upon 
loners, who frorti their ignorance of 
, and want of experienc^e, were ill fitted 
the ardour of Edward and his martial 
mS : they were broken in an instant, and 
r the field fbr many miles. But when 
returned froYn the pursuit in triumph, 
istonished to find the ground covered 
.lead bodies of his friendr.. During his 
l.t'iccstor had attacked, and dcfciitiHl 

body commanded hy Henry and liio 
:!it! Rf^mans; and had taken botii thr^r. 
r'-cT^ers. Kd.ward, intrepid amidst tin, 
!i i:^'rr-, in vain exhorted liis i'ollowcrs 
-'• r: r ({•' ;*:h (^f their friends, and relievr 
1 '.a^';^i^ : t:\-v W'tc defected hv tl.ir. 
I'd reverse <": inrrnnt- : -aA tl e earl <»•, 



whose bridfifes Edward had broken d 

to his son Simon de Montfort, to h; 

London with an army for his relief. 

H advanced to Kenil worth with that vi 

^< fancying that all Edward's force ani 

were directed against his father, he 

and unguarded ; but the prince, mail 

den and forced march, surprised 

camp» dispersed his army, and took 

Oxford and man^ other noblemen 

[ . almost without resistance. Leicestei 

- " ' of his son's fate, passed the Severn in 

^ j ing Edward's absence, and lay at £ 

expectation of being every hour joi 

friends from London : when the p 

availed himself of every favourable m 

>l '■ peared in the field before him. The bi 

' ' diately began, though on very uneq 

I . Leicester's army, by living on the uu 

I ' Wales without bread, which was not 
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labout an hundred and sixty kniriiti» 
pthcr gentlemen of his partr. The 
kd been purposely pluccd by the rebel* 
t of the battle; und being cUd in ar- 
J. thereby not known by friends, he 
■round, and was in danger of hit life i 
|KR|"I am Henry ofWincheJter, your 
irat rescued from impending danger* , 
I to a place of tafety. 
my at Evesham proved deci- . j-v 
Uir of the royalist* j but they tlJi' 
iOk great moderaUon. The '^°"' 
icr remained inviolate : and the kine 
I to abstain from all those exertions M 
icii had aflorded 90 plausible a pre- 
f rebels. Hii clemency was extended 
tnosi inveterate enemies ; and the ear! 
XT, whose youth and temerity prompted 
oe new disgust, to rekindle the flames 
n, found a ready pardon in the me- 
■ former fcrvicei. 

IdwardSndtngtheststeofthe ■ ^x 
ilerably composed, vras im* .OTn' 
his avidity for glory, and by ''*'"• 
tions of the king of France, to nnder- 
[pedition against the infidels in the 
L He earned with him the earl of 
J but when he arrived at Tunis, ho 
is had sunk beneath the he^it of the 
i the fatigues of the enterprise. Not 
d, however, by this event, Edward 
is voyage, and revived in the Holy 
EI017 of the English name, 
lie hi) absence from England was 
of the most fatal consequences ; the 
Ut exeKUwd ; the baroot oppressed 
tlie 
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the common people, and die populace i 

don returned to their usual licenciou^nes; 

old king, unequal to the burthen of pi 

fairs, anxiously importuned his gallant 

returnt and to assist him in swaying the 

At list, overcome by the cares of gove 

and the inhrmities oi" age, Henry oxpir? 

ILdmmurs iim-v, In theslKiv-founh vca 

:i:;o, :«nd the nriy-sixih of his reign, lea\ 

siiU'^y r\!\varJ his successor, and Edmon 

Lancasror ;and two daughters, Margar 

of Scrt i;ind, and iieatrix dutchess of Br 

The chanirrer of this prince may be su 

collected from die history of his reign. 

alternatclv timid and rash, easv and o 

ing, avaricious and a spendilni ft. On \ 

he practised the most cruel extortion 

scorns the profits (^f usury, whirh was 

T)cr cent. enableJ dii'in t<i hear rojwated 1 

. ,^ Forward liad roachcJ Sicil; 

* '_ / rciuii: iror.i i'l^cHoly Land,\vht: 

' ' "' been \\'i>nndoJ with » poist^ncJ 

wl'icu hk* received intelligence of his 

c!i-.;tii. Accomp;rv.v\l by liis cv^nsort, 

ct'^s Eleanor or' C:istil.\b.e prtvco.lo.i 

aiiJ dM bomii'.ij ifi Pbllin, for x\\c don 

hvlJ \\\ L'r.ince. He* tl;en luivanceJ. 

jt»i.r:-.ies ti* I.rndtin, v. here hr \v:ii; roco 

V»;l' m.'Si iv'' ;. ill] lU'i'V'nii'tii-.p.s, ;in-,l w.i'? 

cr.'V. 11,(1 .u \\\..!nj;;- UT, by Rv^ik-:-: ::' 

Ci C'.ir.ro'i'hiv.y. 

'J\; Cv^rrcct IS';' »ii i">rd.»rs \v]il/]i oiv» 
tuns haJ. iniroJa'.co-.I, \v.i-;'jk- \\\\X obi 
kinjr's cai*c. l>v .i i'.J^iJ rMsuili^p. ui 
he i,;ive pr»^t i i v; ',o tJiei'U.'iit.r orJei 
u'lj dimi:iisJxnu i.:e .-.iMm'.-j '. |).\',Vi:r i. 



vanished the kingdoniy and since that 
f xierer have been «o nunierous in 

ve spirit of £d ward could not * -r^ 
n without employinent. Lie- in-r' 
nco of Wales, refusing to do * 
person^ Edward, impatient of his eva- 
red Wales with a numerous army : 
I into the heart of the country ; and 
J Llewellyn, and the flower of the 
\ the hills of Snowdon ; where boinp^ 
f magazines, he wa;; soon obliged to 
at discretion. Ho did homage, and 
IS barons to swc:ir fealty to the crown 
d ; besides rclincjinushing the country 
Ihesliire and the river Conwiiy. 
•ace, however, was not of long dura- 
nsolencoof the Kii^jlish borderers, pro- 
? Welsh to lise ag;iin in arms ; and 
■e-entercd tho country wiili a force ton 
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A -p Intimidated by the fate of ! 
^QKA.' hereditary prince, the We 

' submitted ; and the laws 
were established throughout the ; 
Edward, however, sensible that nothii 
military glory and virtue so much a 
poetry, collected the Welsh bards, 
barbarous policy, caused them to 
death ; an action which reflects eter 
on his name. 

It is said that Edward, in order t 
himself with the Welsh, proposed t 
a prince, a Welshman by birih ; ai 
promise, he invested in the princips 
Edward, then an infant, who had b 
Caeroarvon. Thus Wales was full) 
the crown ; and henceforih gives a 
eldest sons of the kings of Kngland. 
A T\ Edward now had leisure 
j^. • the affairs of Scotland : he c< 
son to Margaret, the heir to 
crovm ; but the death of that prince 
an infant, broke all his measures ; 
cant throne was claimed both by J oh 
Robert Bruce. 

Both had numerous adherents ; : 
to prevent a civil war, it was agree 
in the arbitration of the kin,(^ ot Enj 
temptation was too strong for the v 
ward ; he purposed to lay hold ot 
opportunity, to revive, or rather 
claim of a feudal superiority ovt 
Accompanied by a great army, he 
Scottish parliament and the comp 
tend him in the castle of Norham,on 
bank of the Tweed. He informed 



"1 



Qiitlierto do jumketaall piiTtiN ; a 
KnuiUvd to thit authority, not in v 

w made to him, but in quality 
e kingdom. 

n muved with indignation at 
ihts unexpected claim ; but ihey 
idrct betrayed into a litUDtloni in 
\t imponitile far thetn to make an* 
kfence } and Edward interpreting thetf 
to acquiescence, addressed himself ta 
ititori, and previous to his pronouncing [ 
Inquired their Acknowledgment of na 

r. 

hg dnne, Edward after long deliliera- 
Wnced in favour of Baliol ; to whom, 
l^ng an oaih of £:alty to £ufrland, h* 
•p the fortresses of Scotlund; and if 
■n tatiiEed with establitbing the cupe- 
ihe Engliih crown, he might have fixed 
<ion^ and have left that important ac- 
to his posterity ; but he proceeded in 
inner as made it evident he aimed at 
ite dominion of the kingdom. He en- 
appeals to England ; and obliged king 
ppear at the bar of his parliament as a 
iCTson. Gentle as was die dispositiun 
, it was exasperated by these indig- 
determined at all hazards to vindicate 
es ; and the war, which soon broke out 
England and France, presented him 
rourable opportunity. 
r quarrel between a Norman a yy 
lish sailor, had been speedily jixyj 
into a national enmity. A 
■ar had been kindled at sea, in which, 
3C respective sovereigns had yet taken 
a.2 "'l 
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no psLitf so nvnxctons vnc dw flbccs 
that fifteen thousand Frmchinea arc rep 

I have perished in one action. The aff 

r become too important to be neglected ; 

sent an enToy to demand reparation'; wl 

being fully accorded, he summoned £d 

i hi» vassal, to attenJ him in France ; an4 

refusal, declared all his estates in that k 

forfeited. 

: By emptying the jails, Edward raked : 

1 which he sent xzito Guienne ; but these 

i though at first successful, were soon aft 

defeated with considerable slaughter ; ai 

land was at the same time menaced wit 

vasion from France and from Scotlanc 

kings had entered into an alliance. 

AT> The union of these princes obli 

■taqr vard to carry on his preparatic 

^' vigour ; and the expences wit] 

I they were attended, obligred him to 1 

quent recourse to parliaments, and to ii 

I into the public council, the lower order 

• state. Along witli two knights of the : 

enjoined the sheriff to send to parlianr 

deputies from each borough * ; " as it i 

' ' • Tl.«: charg;»ft of ih" deputies were borne by th 

vliifli >«!». tui-in ; »iiir/ ^aia*j:iri tf»n ihe I 

- \ rii-^i.t., /.h* '\ >daiL;';.l I'j ri.i.v vith such pleVii 

• .»•:■-.. v^ft^•r t}jc/ lia'l l'.v n th- r cor.s.-nt tfj ffi 

*|inr<-'l '*! thi'in, th';v !i?;„>r..i«-l, '■veil t);oi!gh ihc 
• ->ir».i': 4 r'» •,;». 1j.:1 in ;.roce.-s of iiiii»f, it be 
■ /./ji'v r'*r tiK-in, in r-"i::r. lor ilv* »ii;.;jli*!» the 
u, ],T-''%:T ,j' lil:«j:;., to *.'.!" '"■'"'ft.', f.i: til*? r-.-'Iri-^* o 

) r-' :l.i; i',.\\.'- .1'.:; ^U'\ ili': ki L', SvdT'ir.g ro 

. i:i<'.'#ii '.t hi* j»:?iiorit", h'.si.iwff! \^\-'\i\y un 
w::iVj'iii, liowrvrr, 'iiir(Vii*r'?d, iVint n:« laws rtiu 
fur I)!)'. o.Ucroi men withoat ai'ivCiiiig lUc whol< 
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Mible nile," says he, " that what concent 
IhniU be approved of by all, and conuntin 
lbs be repelled by united efibns." This 
hprinc!ple, seems to have laid the foundation 
jfne a.nd equitable government ; -.md trom 
Ipoch may be dated the reg:ular establish, 
fof the different branches of the house of 
(Ions, for the precedent of Leicester, in tM 
tor reign, was rather an act of violence ti&aa 
Mjioritv, 

ke popular form which Edwnrd had n n 
tl 10 the parliament) could not fjil logg' 
taeuring him a liberal supply ; and '^' 
tiplied it, in making immediate prepuationi 
Imthe hostilities (^his northern neighboutt. 
Sled John CO appear before him as his va«- 
f and on his refusal, he marched witli tbtrtj' 
Hand foot, and four thousand hone to chas- 
his contumacy. Encouraged by the in- 
aes of Robert Bruce, and several Scottish 
lemen, he crossed the Tweed, took Berwick 
issault, and detacheJ the earf of Warrenne 
I twelve thousand men to besiege Dunbar. 

e of p«ti thtreforff, wiih rfason, expccied thM itieir 
It ihoiiUbe cy]irpi!ly granted to all public oidinaiicr^. 
ilh the most fr<Tiii(>nt|iarlitionof |im[ieriy,thekiiighii 
Nfet Inroiiii et.idii;ill)r i\sak In » lank vecy inferiui lo 



fjre no kinder un^utiible to unite litem together in 

1 took placd ibout fifty yeais flora the time when 
!••*» were tiisl siiinmoneil to iiarliamenl. Thus ih<^ 
alale of the coinmnns rcnchcJ it» |>ii.'Sotit fumi ; ii 
by dqreei Id impnrUncc ; and in it< pm^iess idtkIi 
ind commerce, tlie neci'viary atteiiduils jf liberty 4inl 
I tiEhti, Huuiijh iti llic kinnlora. 

i^A Tr 



!T4 £NGI 

The Scots, who attemp 
Wanenne, were defeatei 
tlioiis;ind men. Dunba 
a feeble le^iisuiice, the c 
Stirling opened their ga 
spirit oi the naticm was 
tthics ; and, feeble and t 
xnalce his submission, ar 
crown into the hands c 
marched to Aberdeen i 
sition ; and with his us 
gave orders to destroy 
preserve the memory ot 
cingdozn. He left ear! 
Scotland i ^d carried 
)iol, who lay two years 
submitted to a voluntai* 
where hp died in a priv; 
Edward was not cqa: 
tineutal cxpcdilious^ 1 
had been able to chccl 
Philip, who had made 1 
St, Omer, Courtr.iv, a 

I'm ' 

low vain Were the hop. 

penetrating into the hca 

\ narchs were inclined 

.! I' p«\';ition engaged then 

i! ! iurences lo the arbitrati 

J . \ D I'his was th 

j.^w ' pnnllfFs that cx< 

the temper alju 






tills uiuvarr;iii?;iljlo sir-r -h 'i 
rr.lf'siastical orf|r«roui fJt*'ni' 



I 
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' »?if9c jnyuub i'xni broy '111 V.i 
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!>itant pretensions, which he had been 
) assume from the successful example 
ecessorsy but of which the season was 
i, involved him in so many calamitiel, 
Attended with so unfortunate :i catas* 
it they have been secretly abandoned* 
ver openly relinquished, by his sue- 
the apostolic cliair. Edward and 
lally jealous of papal claims, took care 
) their reference, tiiat lk)nifuce was 
e of their diiFerenccs by their consent, 
e person, not by any right of his pon- 
id the pope, witliout seeming to be 
t this mortii'ying clause, proceeded to 
tence between tliem, in which they 
iesced. I le brought them tq agree 
mion should he cemented by a double 
tliat of Kdward himself, who was now 
» with Marg:u-et, Philip's sister ; and 
prince (»!' VVali.'s with Isal>ell;j, diiu^r|i. 

ni()ii:iii*li. IMiilip v."/ s wllliiiir to yj-. 
■mic Ui tlur I''.ii'»li:.ii ; hut he ilisI^U-d 
>' ')Ts, Mid th(.'ir I^-in:'; Joh)\ Uallnl, 

lir. i.iiic-,, !)(.• i'nin|>r(;h.iiijic.i ill ihc 

. I« I'lK .i to ll clr hhcVl}. 'I'lii- i:".i- 

I '■: '.t vi-i.il ill 'ni'^cs, \v;'-, ^').nI 'i)-- 
\\c\i II i.'.i. 1 :■.!»■ lni.t.i:il .n !»l .cv 1i» i-:H'li 



their conduct was very reconcileable to thepri 
ciplet of an interested policy. 

Ill health obliged the earl of Warrenne to 
fign the administration of Scotlandt into 1 
hands of Ormesby the just]ciary» and Cresn 
ham the treasurer. The former distinguisl 
himself by his severity ; the latter had no oil 
object than the amassing of money, by rap 
and injustice. They treated the Scots as a c 
quered people ; and in consequence, the bm 
and most generous spirits of the nation were 
asperated to the highest degree against the E 
lisn government. 

Among these was William Wallace, a i 
descended from an ancient family, whose i 
rage prompted him to undertake, and enal 
him finally to accomplish the delivery of his 
tive country. Finding himself obnoxious tc 
administration, he had fled into the woods, 
offered himself as a leader to those whom t 
crimes or bad fortune had reduced to a likf 
cessity. Endowed with eigantic force of b 
with daring valour, and patience to bear 1 

fer, fatigue, and all the severities of the seal 
e began with small attempts, and discov 
equal enterprise in annoying the enemyi 
prudence in securing his own followers, 
who thirsted after military fame, or felt the f 
of patriotism, were desirous to paruke hi 
nown ; and his actions seemed tt> vindicate 
nation from the ignominy into which it 
fallen by its former tame submission. 

The justiciary, and the other officers of 
ward, auarmed at his progress, hastily fled 
England ; while the Scots betook themselv 
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viarj quarter. Worrenne, atarmed at 
gence» shook off his Mdisposition, and 
tn the north of England an army of 
isand men, advanced to Stirling, and 
lUace encamped on the opposite banks 
rth. in his impatience, Warrenne or* 
army to cross a bridge -which lay orver 
; but when numbers of the Enghsh had 
efore they could be formed, they were 
\y Wallace, and pushed into the sti eam^ 
sd hj the sword* Warrenne retired 
> England; and Wallace, after recaiv* 
his f^lowers the title of guardian,. ov 
lassed the Tweed, and ravaged the 
oi* Durl^m, 

▼erse hastened tlie return of Edward 
iders; and iAisatient to recover his 
y in Scotland, he assembled the -whole 
Dfce of England, Wales, and Ireland, 
fled with an army of near an huntii<.*d 
mm to ihe northern frontiers. 
.>ts v;crc distracied bv taction and ani- 
'I'he elevation of Wallace was the 
envy t(' the nobility; and that hero, 
t liieir ioal(>-.:sv, :i!ul droadinf iIkj ruin 
itrs' Ir sm tluMc illt'J^tine discord^ vo- 



l\ ^ lie marched leisurely along the fa 

i ' itreaxn. Youne Robert Bruce, g 

beir of him who had beeu compel 
throne, who, in the service of Eagl 
Tt9dj given many proofs of his asp 
appc^ured on the opposite bank; anc 
ing the Scottish coief, addressed hi 
and desired a short conference. H 
to him the fruitless and ruinous 
f ' which he was engaged, and the uni 

J : ; between a weak state, deprived of ii 

mighty nation conducted by the ab 
' ' • of tibe age* If the love of his con 

motive for perseverance, his obst 

only to prolong her miserv; if ] 

. f I views to private grandeur, he oug 

r . ■ that so many haughty nobles wou 

' ; mittohis rule. To this Wallace 

if he had hitherto acted alone as the 



rmitiate when they could be no otherwise pre- 
1, ihan by receiving the chains ofa haughty 
I The gallantry rf thcBe sen timenis roused 
^nant ambition of Bruce; and he secretly 
eiie the first opportunity ofembrac- 
e of his oppressed country. 
mefeat of Falkirk had not complet- /, t-. 
Subjection of the Scots. Under jatm' 
■wimin, who had been chosen re- 
ley surprised the English itrmyi routed 
ter an obstinate combat; extended their 
to the b^tnlcs of the Tweed; and ren- 
necessary for Edward to begin anew the 
t of the kingdom. 

prince prepared himself for the enter, 
ith his usual vigour and abilities; he ^e- 

I with a arent army from one enremity 
land to Uie other, and compelled even 

himtelf to submit to his authority. 
his acquisition more djrable, he abro- 

II tile Scottish laws and customs, endn* 
to substitute those of England in their 

* ntirelyMied cr destroyed the monu- 
iquity, and the vestiges of indepen- 

' alhce himself was at last betrayed » ^ 
tlie hjnds of the krti^. by hi* friend .-A, 
■■ihn Montei-Ji, and £dwardt instead 
■ ivctln,^ his bravery and magnanimity, re- 
■■ r.iwc the Scots hy an example of 
1 :rdered the hero to he carried in 
'L<.lon ; to he tried as a rebel snd a 
. . :.,-h he had never sworn fe»fcj \ci 
■nJ; utid to be ejtecuted on Towet^^- 
' iVM the unworthy fate of "Wifiace, ■«'tvo 
^(ij^^xour^ ei" several yeu^, -wijii. " 
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ivas nfJL iuiij^ crrt; <i luure luruu: 

sented himsdf to conduct them 
The conference which Robert ] 
F with Wallace on the banks of t 

!; sunk deep in his mind; and he 

ji revive the pretensions of his fan 

1 to the vacant throne. Edward w 

of the spirit and the pretensioni 
chief; and he ordered his motions 
l\ One of the friends of Bruce, antic: 

yet not daring, amidst so many j 
hold any conversation with him 
lus servapts, a pair of spurs, a 
gold, which he pretended to 1 
l! om him ; and left it to his s«iga( 
his meaning. Bruce rightly ir 
allusion, set off immediately, 
through cross roads, reached Dum 
(lale^ the. chief seat of his family 
i! 'j he fotind a number of the Scottish 

i| I ! hl«d. and amonisr the rest. John 






t^Mcl manly dvponmcnt, imprctstd thr 
t of' his audiciicr, and rniised (hem to frev- 

anJ TercTise. Cummin nWc, whn had 
dy inlcen hit mL-;i>urex with die kingi xet 
^ tlutmthe certitiii deitruvtioii they must 
fb >f thny again shook olT Uieir allaRisincc 
f TietotiottK Edward. Biuce, apprised of 
iRGhkiy, iind forcwc!ng the ccruin fHilarc 
|l)!( •ciicRiet from thy oppoiition ot" so pjiw- 
% leadur, immediuU'ly Cook hi) rexoluiion. 
lUowcd Cummin, on the diitsolution of the 
ddyiand as ho paued through the cloisters 
iCray-frUri. he ran him throU(;h tho body. 
fi death of Cummin wakd the conspiracy 
If 8coKi*h nobles. The ecnius oflhu nation 
|d itself. Qruce was Milemnly crowned ut 
^ and attackin^t with fury iho Enjitlieh, 
ncd in ihcir quanors, he again eipcllM) 
'the kingdom. ICdward found th»t thi- 
>, twicceom|ueredin his reijjn, must yet br 
h subdued. 

) effectuate this, he asscmhled ^ a t) 
; army, and was prcpaiine to entur io'(,-.' 
frontiers, when in the tliirty-fifth ' ' 
of his reign, and the sixly-uimh of his ;iijc, 
ncxpcctcdly .sickened, and died at Itnrfdi 
ic Sands, whence he was removed for Intci - 

to Wcitmiiister Abbey.' Widi his hi'-i 
h, he enjoined hii son and successor, to 
;cute the eniei-prisi*, and never to desi« iiH 
d tinjUy subdued ihe kingdom otScothind. 




him {iaaUy 
live coumr' 
xdministTi 
otTcrcd himself 
crime), or bad I 
cessiiy. Enilot 
with duing v>V 
«r, faitRUC, u '"' 
he begsn 
equal eai 
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if thn factioD, was The a jj 
n-gcTinanto g'-g* 
i Boblenian entering the 
:{.^u adherents in arms, required 

fiGaTNton; to which Edward 
mit; bKC imiead of tending 
taicoaji he appointed him lora 
ixtid. 

Wtrer, nnliappy in the absence of 
ing contrived to soften some of 
t barons, ventured to recsl Ga> 
t majority were not swayed by 
tbeir leaders. In defiance of IM 
Kg** prohibitioD, with a nome- 
t aimed follower?, they forced 
Ave fot one ;e»r, the whole au> 
llm on a chosen junta of twelve; 
littce, llius sanctioned, among 
1$, banished Gaveston for ever 
dominionfi. 

iwever, did Edward, by retiring 
mself out of the terror of the ba- 
lan he recalled Gaveston; when 
ivolced at tliis measure, flew to 
Barl of Lancaster at their head. 
;d} but the cattle of Hciirbornufih, 
■ft his favourite, was obliged to 
!earlof Peniliroke. Fruin' thence 
J to the castle of Dedinjrton in 
icre being left with a small guard, 
■d by the earl of W:irwick ; ar.d 
unhappy Gaieston, without any 
.ws, was struck oiTby rlie hiuuls 
icr. Ou the tirst intelli- j^ j-j 
■ath of his favourite, Ed- t-iiit' 
ttt in his menaces ol ven- 

K ^ gcancc; 
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eeance i but from a natoral facility of Si 
tion» he hearkened to an accommodatior 
subscribed a general amnesty of all th; 
passed. 

The affairs of Scotland indeed withdrt 
atteniion from inferior objects. The prog 
fisQice had been rapid; and he closely p 
the castle of Stirling, the only fortress i: 
idngdoni which held out for the Englii 
relieve which, Edward summoned his 
from all quarters, to the number of an hi 
thousand men. At Banhockburn, abou 
miles from Stirling, Bruce with thirty the 
hardy warriors, inilamed with the love oJ 
pendence, awaited tlie charge of the enexr 
liill covered his right Hank, a morass hi 
and to screen his front he had dug dec 
planted them with stakes, and covered 
over with turf. The English, confident i 
superior numbers, rushed forward witho 
traiition. Their cavalry was entangled 
pits, their ranks were broken, and the S 
horse pouring tlirough the openings, scs 
on every side slaughter and dismay, 
they could recover from their panic, ar 
apjjeared to be marching towards them oi 
left; composed of v^'aggoners, and sumpte 
whom Robert had supplied with military 
ards. The stratagem took effect: the £ 
threw down thei:|'arms and fled; and wei 
sued to the gates of Berwick. Besides an 
mable booty, die Scots took many pen 

Suality prisoners, and above four hundrc 
emen, whose ransom was a new acccs 
^^aldi to the victorb. 



EOVAKO II. rtff ' 

Cnve butile fixed tho throne . q 
Ad ihook that of Kdward. f\',r 
tt Iha liitcer rendered liim '-'' 
• in tbeejrei of hia lulijvcti. Un- 
twilfaout 1 fuTuurice, h« had choieit 
Wr, a 70Unfr iti»i of high rank, n-nA 

Sin tlie room ol Cavo&coD. Spensor 
tlie exterior jucomplishmunti of 

addrru, l)Ut wat neiUK-r ciid'>w-(d 
oca nor modrratinn. Hii fiiheT, 
the nine nsimr, wat ■ noblmriitii v» 
aHltjeartt sinii qualified by htiwi*- 
IvtilouT.tO have nuppliod the dtrfMM 
'ktnjc and hii minion : but Edward't 
rmdered the nnme of Spenser odimn ; 
bvlenc LatuianMr and liis iLdhvrcnte 
•nt to achieve his d£»;rui:tion. 
nof Spenser to an estate which had 
Jon the illiisirii.us family r-f M'>w- 
he signal for civil w;ir, Lanc;ister 
1 of the most potent barons flew to 

ravaged thi.- lands of boili the .Spen- 
werc then aliii-nt (m the coniiiitnt; 

extorted frcni the kiTijf ;(n act <if ut- 
inst his favonritf, and ( i iiiUL-n.ait)r 
\f\ ihty di.sb;indfd llu'ir iirmv, ;ind 
isceuritv, .;-. ilu-v im^j.-mcJ, in iheir 
:le5. Kilwnd, howi'ver. Iiaviii- as- 
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like his father, i;trithotit any appearance of 

gal trial, or any real crime being all 

against him, except the weak and frivolous 

that he w.is a favourite of the king. 

. .p. ''i'he diabolical Isabella, in ord( 

jnt)j »ivail herself of the prevailing dek 

summoned in tlic king's name ap 

mcnt at Westminster. A charge was drav 

against Edward, in which, even though fr 

by his inveterate enemies, nothing but his 

of capacity or his misfortunes, could be obj 

agauist hinu His deposition, howcverf wa: 

ed by parliament; and the prince his soi 

placed on the throne. 

Hitherto, tlie queen liad been success! 
her aims{ but tlie gross violation of every 
and every tic, soon estranged from he 
minds of men: the proofs which daily brol 
of her criminal commerce with Mortimi 
creased the general abhorrence aeainst her 
her lu'pocrisy, in publicly bewailing will 
the king's unhappy fate, was not able l 
ccive even the most stupid and most preji 
of hiT adherents. In proportion as the 
became the object of public hatred, the de 
ed monarch, who had been the victim ( 
crimes and her ambition, was regarded 
pity, with friendship, with veneration; am 
became sensible, that all his misconduct^ 
faction had so nvuch exaggerated, had bei 
ing to the natural imbeciiity, not to any ' 
lary depravity, of his character. The i 
Leicester, now earl of Lancaster, to who! 
tody he had been committed, was soon to 
with tliosc generous sentiments; and I 
using his prisonei with gentleness and hun 
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luspecicri CO have entertained still more 
,blc inieniions in his favour. The kin^, 
- was taken iruni his hands, and deh- 
r CO lord Berkeley, M^utnvcri, and 
■jt wlio were entrusted alternately, each 
LOnih, with ihc charge of guarding him. 
iivas in the custodyof Berkeley, at his 
. Glaocestershire, he was itill treated 
gentleness due to bis rank and his mis- 
fs; but when the turn of Mautravcrs and 
ny came, every sjiectes of indignity was 
eJ against him, as if their inteiitions had 
} break entirely the prince's spirit, and to 
y his sorrows and afDictions, instead of 
tiotcut and more dangerous expedients, 
^ iostrumcnts of his murder. But as this 
|,of ^compli^hing hij object, appeared 
t fioir to the ijnpatient Mortimer, he se- 
i fiftjt orders to the two keepers, who 
at Ilia devotion, instantly to dispatch him. 
ig advantage of Berkeley's sickness, 4 yi 
Q.s« custod;- he then was, and who ,^a- ' 
tcrcby incapacitated from attending ' ' 

jatgt, they came to Berkeley. castle, put 
elves in poisession of the king's person ; 
irustiag a red liot iron through a horn into 
iidamejit, thill no marks of external vio- 
miglit be icen, tlity put him in the must 
.le death. The dreadful deed, however, 
itcnvered to all the guards and attendants 
c screams with which the agouiiiug king 
tlie castle, while his bowels were consum- 

e perpetrators of this shocking and almost 
ltd ol ciime, in the ensuing ruvtjliition 
I it necessary to fly from the resentment uf 



yet a more innocent and ino£fisnsiTe 
can scarcely be named. To his mildiu 
and his want of penetradon, in choc 
capable of guiding the reins of gO' 
which he was incapable of holding hi 
misfortunes are principally to be ascril 



CHAP. VI. 

The Reign of Edward III, 

A PARLIAMENT being assembh 
of indemnity was passed in favoi 
who had deposed the late king, and \ 
der against Lancaster and his party bei 
ed» he was appointed guardian to t 
king Edward III. with a council oi 
consisting of five prelates and seven la 
Robert Bruce, king of Scotland, t 
^„ dining in health and years, thought t 



IDVARD lit. IM 

t«T length encamped on the gniiihcrn 
i» Were, acid thoudi iheir. situaiion 
Sgeous, he would fiave ha/.ardcd an 
lb anlour> however, was rcstraineij 
lie prudence or envy of Mortimer t 
X being inclttdcd in the regcne)-, p05- 
aAninounc authority; and the Scots 
im^lves of the delav, retired within 
ftrriiories; while Edward returned to 

glily incecsed against Mortimer for 
Lcmcnt and disgrace he had incurred, 
lerof Mortimer, indeed, *as not only 
% trot disgasting to every one. Ed- 
I had attained his eighteenth year, 
tiie fetters in which he was huld by 
It minister ; and with some friends, 
I plan to emancipate himself. The 
Ipir and Mortimer lodged in the 
ottin^ham; the king ako was admit- 
' with a few only of his attendar ' 
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witli which he caused justice to be exec 
restored the kingdom to internal tr 
which allowed him to extend his views 
Bruce was no more; and his son Da 
nor, found a competitor in Edward J 
son of John, who had been crowne 
Scotland. The pretensions of the 1; 
secretly supported by Edward, who c 
a number of the English barons, arr 
vassals in his cause. With these al 
landed on the coast of Fifej and on 
of the river Erne, surprised and de 
Scots: twelve thousand of the latter 
adlion, and among these the earl of 1 
regent. The victor immediately m 
Scone, and was crowned there with gi 
while his competitor David sought 
France. Not long after, however, B 
rienced a sudden and total reverse o 
,ii. he was attacked by sir Archibald Doi 



dTanced to the relief of th^it ini;}ort;.'r.t 
.; who relying on :hcir «iip:rior i.umber., 
:d to attack the ]!lr.;;ii'.h at IL'iii^ir:v t -hi!!. 
tmerhy ua-* tha«,:i"»<ii by a t^-.tl li- l'..i:, 
;ry litlic Icbsozi il.i; -iilt r^i ];, ;.'!.i...:. 
r this fatal hlcv.', iL'j St ' :ti'.!t :.•.!/.. ^ h^.c! 
sr resT'Urci; Icfi L«Jt suhivhv. :.: l).iVr,\ 
ino'wltd^ed ici;:j;, bv a j:.f:li:iii. '■:.:. ass'-Tn- 

lifi rccof^iiiscJ, ;i:i(i :!;'• I'r.iti'.jjtlc (S Ba- 
ed Bcruicl:, iJuiibar, and all t}.e south- 
intics, to be Ujt eve: anr.cied to the Hn;;- 
narchy. 

nieanaiul ?t'rT:pori/ir.j.: coRC'v-ir.;:, . . 
i^aiii^t i..in siuli a s:< rm <.l i:»d!^'- ./,.ja' 
iind rcvoii., i;::it Kclward i('U:.d i: "^ 
ry to pi'',''! i:» I'trsM*, the t'/ttcrln;; tlirone 
lly, 'J"v. ic: he ( T.rcred Scoiland in aims, 
rchcd without resistance through the low 
cs, nivii^i:.;^ ;!.'. o .?,iw s of tho*/- v.] if) v/ere 
*r-.l : , :.". , ;;..:. '\":j: i">'.ot>, }.ov.Lver, 
I, y •■■ :,r '■•..( ♦■, .• ■ :■• 1 l::*o 'i.i ir 1.!'j1< :i:.,i 
*• ., .!.. : V. .i''-'i .* ;-•■ '».;:;iM-- ii.' tt,'-:.* U.: 
, ;; .1'. :!. ■. ..; ^ ;. < 1. v j- (.,. :]:<• p^iI:' 

'. t. • ' •■ I t A A.,.'.(ilV*. 

/ « . 



'>{,.;.:<.:i 



A. !), 



monarcn. rmnp was a pnnce ot i 
of great experience, and» at that 
established character, both for p: 
Talour ; and by these circumstance 
by the internal union of his peopl 
acquiescence in his undoubted rigl: 
sed every advantage above a raw 
raised, to the government of the r 
ble and most turbulent subjects in ] 
incident, however, immediately oc< 
required that Edward should eithi 
clare his pretensions, or for ever 
abjure them. He was summoned I 
for Guienne : Philip was preparin 
'i.'-" him by force of arms; and i.d\w 

prudent to submit to present ne 
over to Amiens ; and in a formal d 
Icdged that he owed liege homag 
which was in effect ratifying, ani 
^. '■':'. Strongest terms, Philip's title to 
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eemmt of Hainaulthb fathcT-in-Iawt 
,fef[ engaged him in hU interests, lie em- 

ra good offices and coumcls of that 
drawing inin his alliancr the other 
fn tttihat ndghhoiirbod. The duke of 
«ras induced, by his mediation, and bf 
{Miittanctrg of mon^v from Engluidi to 
l^fciI concurrence: iho arehbiahop of Co> 
Ibc duku of Gucldrcs, the marquit of 
ktfio count of Namur, the lords of Fan- 
It ittid Buc|ticn, were engaged by Ulce 
btoemfai-uce the t'jigliihaiUunce. These 
ftt princes could siupplyt cither from their 
BtVh. '>r Ironi th*; bordering countricSt 
nnibcrt !>(' warlike troops ; and nothing; 
Btini; to make the force on that ciuarter 
tcmiJablr, but the accession of Flandeni 
Kdwnrd procured by ineaiu BooKi'whAt 
nbary and untuual. 

Hcmin^s having attained to n superior 
'Opuleneeand rolincnicnl, could n<il li>iij;er 
the ViiOHulape of the feudal instiluilons. 
Jud rioen in tumults; had itiMilu-d the 
I had chased their earl into FruitL'i and 
ing tlieinselvcs over to the guiil.iiii.e of .1 
lis u;a4.1i'r, had beun guilty "1 iiU that iii- 
! and diMirdcr, to wliich the ihoughikss 
tragud poiniiacc are ho niucJi ijiclinL-tl, 
'er tiicy are uu fortunate enough to become 
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sensible tb;it the riemings "were natural 
eJ t() the Enj^Hsh, and proud ot' these 
from the king, invited him over to 1 
Countries. Edward, after liavinp; rcc< 
consent of his parliament, passed t»ver 
ders, accompanied by a body of troof 
obstacles ret prevented him from cm 
action; the vass;ils of tlie empire wouL 
without the direction of tlie emperor, 
maintained tlie cMcrior of peace with 
and the Flemings pretended the same 
with regard to tlie invasion of tlieir li 
The first was overcome by the cmperoi 
ing Edward vicar of the empire; an c 
110 ur, but which served to banish the 
tlie German princes ; aud to obviate th 
Edward, by the advice of d'Artcvilie, 
the title of king of France. Yet he ven 
on this step without hesitation and re 
and his mind seemed filled with a pros; 
calamities which he was about to inikci 
tail on both countries. 
* T^ After a vain attempt on ( 
ISSq' Kdward advanced to the iVo 
France. He there saw the van 
expectations; the count of Namur, ami 
count of Hainault, his brotlier-in-la\« 
of beinit deceived bv the new title he h: 
ed, refused to commence ht^stilities ag; 
lie^je \ordi and retired wiili tlieir troc 
king, liowcver, passed the Scheldt, and < 
near Cuj)ello with titty thousand me 
approached him with an army nearly < 
number: the Kn;;lish monarch was 
engage against so great a superiority; il 
king thcu^;;;ht it sudici^\!t if he eluded t 
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Rnmiy; the latltr soon reaped the har- 
.Jhis caution, since the exhausted finar.ces 
ird compelled him to di&b:ind his armxi 
It the field. 

■pint of Edward, however, was still un- 
. hy confirming the ancient charters, 
iprivilegeaof bc'i'ijughs, he obtained from 
JianieDt h considerable supply, *jud with 
Bf 260 sail, he again embarked far the 
■t> Near Sluise he wa.s opposed by the 
I fleet, consisting of 400 ships. The infe- 

r' the Engliili in number, ivas compen- 
ibeir nautical skill, and the presence of 
fWiUtch ; the encounter was tierce and 
U bm in the I>eat of action, the Flemings 
pose coast the Frencli had imprudently 
ll^issned from tlieir harbours, and oppres- 
If weary adversaries v-ith uncipected fa- 
Eb hondrf d and thirty of the French ships 
aten, and tliircy thousant! of their best 
n pyished. >So fatal was tlie loss, tliac 
■urtiers of Pliilip preserved a gloomy si- 
and tlicir sovereign was at length inforni- 
the national calamity by the privileged 
; of a court fool, or jester. 
libers now crowded 'to the standisrd of 
rdj and with an army of above an hun- 
hoosand men, lie invested 'I'ournay. Tli.it 
3d been provided with a numerous garii- 
)ul a hJL'ge of ten weeks had nearly f\- 
d their pruvisiotis, when their coiiragr 
Jnfirmed by the march of the French Itiug, 
head of .i mighty host, to their relief. 
Mter still declined to hazard his cro^n in 
«i«e action; ajui contented himself with 
ing succours into Tonrnay. both arniiei 
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continued in sight of each otlier wi' 
ing; and their critical situation ii 
countess dowager ot Hainault, to 

food oflRces, in order to prevent tl 
lood. This princess was mother-i 
\v;!rd, and sister to Philip ; andhur 
prevailed <.n them both, thoui^h th( 
lay aside, at ica*^t to suspend their 
by subscribing a truce tor a twtlven: 

Edward returned to Knc^hind deep 
at his disappoinirr.ent ; and vented h 
on his own officers. In particuhir 
termined to make .Strattbrd, arclibi 
terburv, whom he had en tr listed \ 
taxes, and whom he accused of 1 
remiss in his duty, feel the weir^ht o 
sure. But that prelate issuing a 
tencc of excommunication a^'::inst 
the king was glad to be reconciled 
to allow him to resun^.e his f unci! on*: 

In order to obtain a new supply f 
liament, Edward had hcenreduct\i 
to nearlv the same restrictions ;is h 
posed on Henry III. and E J ward 
sri.ner v.as the monev cullectcd, th 
cd and annulled his conoessicns; 
bv this most unworthy and fr.uuic! 
he recovered his ai!thc)riTy at hom< 
mortirica:ions he had expCTien:e J in 
1' ranee would probably have inriji 
drop his claim, had ::ota ievc>lL::i ?n 
opened to him more promisii^.;^ viev 

John III. duke of Britar.ny havi 
was solicitous to prevent those di.s«irt: 
on the event of his demise, a dispute 
'Might e::pose his subjects. His your 
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!Onnt of PcntJiievre, had left only one dausli- 
«rhom the duke deunied hUhfir; iindasl]ii 
fily had inherited the dutchy by a female 
ECssion, he thought hcT title preferable to 
t of the count of Mountfort, who, being bro- 
r by a second marriage, was the male heir of 
t principality. He accordingly purposed to 
tow his niece in marriage on some person u'iio 
lit be abk to defend her rights; and he cast 
eye on Charles of Blois, nephew of the king 
Trance. Yet, as he both loved his subjects, 
, *'a5 beloved by them, he determined not to 
t this important step without their approba- 
I; which being readily obtained, the marri- 
was concluded; and all his vassals, and 
lug the rest the count of Mountfort, swore 
|ty to Cliarles and to his consort, as to their 
ire sovereigns. 

But on the deatliofthe aged duke, the arabi- 
ion of the count of Mountfort broke through all 
hese regulations, and kindled a war, not only 
langerous to Britauny, but to a great part of 
Laropc. Sensible th^it he could expect no fa- 
"Ourfrom Philip, he made a voyage to F.nglar.d 
m pretence of soliciting his claim to the earldojn 
Jf Richmond, which had devolved to him by 
US brother's death ; and there, offering to do 
tiomage to Kdward as king of France, iVir the 
iutchy of iiiitanny, he proposed a strict allinncc 
for the support of their mutual prftensions, l-^ii- 
Wird immediately perceived the advantages at- 
ttndingthis iit^ity; and it re<]uired a very .iliort 
Mgoliaiioii to conclude an alliance between tw^i 
men who, tLmigli their plcn^^ with regard to t!ie 
IHtferencc of male or iem.de succession wero 
<lirectly opposite, were intinm',cly coniiccicd by 
titir immediate interests. i 



A Tx Soon after this, however, Moc 
19 AX}' ftjll into tlie hands of his enemies 
"' conducted as a prisojicr to P;iris 
shut up in the towor of the Louvre. Bi 
vrith standing this misfortune, liis party \v 
animated hy the manly spirit of his ci 
who, instead of deplorinuj with female wc 
the captivity of her husband, roused Uk 
of Britanny to resist an usurper imposes 
them by the arms of France; invested in I 
bonne, she sustained AVith undaunted ci 
the assaults of Charles of Blois; and just 
strength of that city seemed exhausted, 
capitulation had been proposed, the e: 
countess beheld from a lofty tower the \c 
pected fleet cjf Kngland steering to her 
Six thousand archers, with a body of he: 
valry, were immediately landed, imdcr th 
mand of sir Walter Mannv, a brave and 
enccd leader: and Cliarlci of Blois was c 
led to abandon a siege that was become he 
A more ample reinforcement followed 
the guidance of Robert of Artois ; and ^ 
was successfully attacked. The Breton 
adhered to Charles, assembled to recovi 
important city; and Robert was compe! 
relinquish his prey, alter receiving a ' 
which proved mortal. To succour hii 
Edward, with twelve thousand men, Ian 
Morhien near Vannes, and conmienced tli 
important sieges of Vannes, of Rcnues, 
Nantz ; but, by undertaking too much, he 
of success in all his enterprises. The d 
Normandy, eldest son of Philip, appeal 
Britanny at the head of an army of 
tiiousaud infuntry^ and four thousand c: 
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ls<ebli^ed to coaCeutnitc his lorcci^ 

reiich fiimsell' before Vimnes, n-htTC 
jl f^ NormanJy soon ^er arrivLcl, and 
U>er invested lie bcsio^rs. The Eng". 
ftbegait to be alliictci.1 bjr fantine; aod 
UgeroDS ^ituaiion, Edw-Anl niUinglf 
yiae [Dediation of lwo le^atei froin im 
fltone: he subscribed a ti-ucc for three 
fwhich all prisoners were to be released^ 
U in Bmaraiy loreinain witli thepreseii 
rs, and Vaniies was to be jcijucsttred 
ibunds of the legates, to be alterwards 
>f>l~ according to their pleasure. 
« not long, however, bcfoie Edward 
Sretence for new hostilities. He a n 
led that some nobles, the parti- j o'j.j._' 
be house of Monntfori, had been 
I contrary to the articles of the treaty i 
^anient seemed to participate in his re* 
ti ; and gtiinted him liberal supplies for 
;wal of liie war. The earl of Derby. 
English army, passed over to Guienne, 
1 at Bergerac the Trench general the 
; Lisle, reduced great part of Perigord, 

projiics was checked by the duke ot 
dv, at the liead nf one liiindicd thint- 
Ti,'w!io would probably soon have wrcil- 

ilie Eughsli, uli [heiv coii(|ul'sis> had 
letn sunimoT.cd from improving hii ad- 
s, to :iii(>ihcrfiuarLer ollhe kingdom, 
ccour the earl of Derby, Kdwaid « ,-j 
ected at .Soiicliampton a fiect of .,'.., ' 
. thousand s;iil, ar.d an army of 
bousaud nicii. He em'iarked on this 
ion, wild his son the prince of Wales, 

flower of hi:, uobiiiiy; but tlie whida 



derations, Edward orderiog his fleet 
the Numiiin roAfii, i:\fe\j UiKicd hii 
Hoguc : and inuiicdutuly spread hi! 
the whole countiyi ddeaccd a tioiJ 
which h;id been collected for the 
Caen, <ind carried by assault, am 
that rich city. He moved jiext tow: 
but lie found the bridge ovur the ii 
down, and the king of France, wl 
vered from bis surprise, ciicani|>ed <; 
site bank with an iiust of one hundn 
men. 

Edw.ird perceiving i.hat the Frcn 
toenclosc him in thi'ir country, by : 
rapid march, gained Puissy, passed 
and pressed forward [awards Flandt 
Rame obstacles presented thcnisdi 
Somme: the bridges wore citlier bi 
or strongly protected ; and a numcr 
mmit ('u:irdL-d tlie northern bankx. 1 
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mi wicli adv;«nt3ge ntar the village of 
|[di«wup his army on a gentle ascent, 
itird them into three lines : the first vas 
tded by the prince of Wales, anJ under 
tlhe ewUof Warwick and O^lV.rd; the 
pArunde) ard Northampton were at iht; 
■tfef KCcond line ; and ht remaiiit-d witli 
I division him»elf. His flanks wfre %e- 
rtivnches, and according to ^on)C hitto- 
ftreial pieces oi cannon were placed tn 

1 the Enpl'sh, inspired by the skill and 

■ncc tit' their sovereign, awaited with 
Wtpmure the ch-irge of the French, the 
jfamnf; with rcKntmenti and only afraid 
f-prey diould escape therri, pressed for- 
Wiout order or obedicno; ; and they 
Bi presence of the English, imperfectly 
and fatigued hy their iniprudc^il haste. 
5t line, consisting of fifteen ihnnsand 
cross-bow men, was cnnimn::d''d by 
y Dorla, and Charles Orirnddi; the ic- 
IS led by the count of AlLT.^oit, brdther 
np; Phihp himself w:.;; at th.^ I,.-.,d rl 
d, accompanied by tlie kings t.t' IWnc- 
the Romans, and of M./orca, wiih :ill 
iity and great vassal:: of tlic crou-ii of 

;onflict wa^ h.ng and bhi'-Hly. bai i!i,; In- 
Durage of Edward piiint <,l" iV;il<- ., v>)(, 
a striphng, performed prndij;'! s cf ^ :,. 
■cidcd the fr.rtune of ihe d ly. ' '!'i)t Ini- 
ne, for some time, hot am! dai-rciinis; 



scene of action. When the mei 
Iiitn, h'm &nt question wasa wh 
were slain or wouiuleii ? On r 
swer in ihu »epativc, " Rrciim 

my son, :nKt tdl him lh:it I n'^ 
cii'tliu d;iy to him: 1 am confuit 
shew liimsflf woitliy ni" Uir liii 
hooj wnich I NO l:it(-ly ennii;rrc( 
will bo al)1e. without my ii^-.i 
the enemy." 'I'liis speech bcini 
prince and his uttcmlimts, ius] 
fresh c(Hiraj;i^: tlicy mado un 
ilouhlc'J vij^inir on tlie Ficncl 
count of Alen?nn wms slain: it 
cavalry was thrown into iliso 
were kilhHlor ais.n<num'il; ihc 
riihhcil into thy ilminij, and ■ 
knives cut the thm.iis of alt \ 
nor was any (;uarter given li 
victorH. 
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^irsuit. The king, on their mrer- 
;tiie arms of the prince of Walesi 
J, « My brave son! persevere in 
^ cause: you are my son; for 
t you acquitted ydiii^clf to-dstji 
/n yourseU' worthy of empire.'' 
ig was foggy; and as the English 
knany of the enemy had lost their 
ht and in the mist, they employed 
to bring them into their power ; 
a the eminences some French stan- 
bey had taken in the bntllc; and 
allured by this false signal were 
the sword, and no quarter given 
euse for tliis inhumanity, it was 
be French ting had given similar 
troops 1 but ths real reason pro- 
It the English did nnt choose to be 
wilh pri-sorcrs. In ihh bnttlc, 

a moderate computation, twelve 
:h knights, fourteen hundred gen- 

lliojsand men at arms, beside: 
loiisand of inferior rank: many of 
nobiliiv t,f France, thi; dufces <.l 

Bi.u.-bcn, the earls of Flanders, 
■nont, Anmale, were left on the 
The kiniji mIso of Bohemia ar.ii 
e slain. The former was bliii.! 
t being resolved tn hazard bis pcr- 
tn ei.impie to others, he ordered 
is bridle to he tied on each side to 
two gentlemen of his train; and 

and tho,c of his attendants, wet^' 
und among the slain, with tlieir 
ighy them in that -.iiuation. Hii 
e ostti.h feathers ; a;ii his moc-f>, 
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■n much HXNtitanee, he guve 
■KUtnco of lovereifm autlioriiyt 
ft wan on tho continent provpij 
p) to <he force nf HlnftUnd, ^itj 
{dance more equul between tht 
\fVttTy truce which Edward ens- 
gjlip, the kinK of Scotland wat 
I and when Etiward made hi* 
ma France, David was Ecrongly 
ktf nlly to invitdc the northern 
jUnd. Accordinftly IJavirf scon 
Mat uniy, entered Noithumber- 
id of above filty tliouiHnd men. 
( nvaget and Jevustationi to the 
Ifwi, But <]ucen Phiiippai m> 
of little mora than twcW* 

ELch the entniftcd to the com- 
y, ventured to approach him 
Iross iicnv ih.n filj' ; and riding 
inks of her iirniy, cjthottcd evrry 
duty, ami to eiL'tatc reveiitje on 
us ravagfrs : nor ciiiild she liO 
cave the H.-IJ, till the urniirs were 
"enjr:i(;inj:. 'I'll,- S, oi ^ were ■;o(iji 
liaseJ ..fr the licld: llliwn thon- 
.veic sUiiiM ^.ndlhi- khu' liinin-if 
L-veralofliis'mostdis- 
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Kh..U 


< hllO f>' 


Mivl still en- '^'■'■ 


u Ih. 

lilip 
is I'.i 


■ft al:i:,s 
■luMdn, 
hu.1 bl-L-l 

ilrcmily 


:ullcr;,v^in:mL-mrt 
r iwu hilu.lu-J lh«'M- 
A..bliite.l t..:ib.UKloli 
iniMbit.iiu. ^v..re n- 
i but Edward w.nilJ 
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only consent to suspend the general 
on condition that six of the most < 
citizens should atone for the obstii 
rest, by submitting their lives to 1 
and by presenting, with ropes about 
the keys of the city. ^Vhile the wrci 
gazed on each other, lost in despair, 
i)t. Pierre, whose name deserves to t 
offered to encounter death for the s 
friends and companions. The gen 
of enthusiasm was soon communicat 
more iutreated to share the glory a 
ger : they appeared erect and undau 
tne haughty Edward, who at the 
of his queen Philippa, dismissed wi 
these gallant citizens. 
A -pv To secure the possession 

,'..»-' Edward ordered all the na 
tants to quit the town, anc 
anew with English ; a policy whic 
secured so long to his successors thn 
fortress; he soon after, through th< 
of the pope's legates, concluded a 
France; and on his return, establis 
der of the Garter. The general ac« 
origin is, that the king's mistress, t 
of Salisbury, having dropped her 
ball room, Edward taking it up, ob< 
of the courtiers to smile, upon whi* 
out, ** Hojii soif qui mat // pcn^r^ Y\ 
that evil thinks;" and in memorial o: 
he instituted the Order of the Gartci 
words for its motto. 

A damp was thrown over this fe; 
destructive pestilence which invadet 
dom, and is computed to have swppi 
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JUTii of the inlmbttants. In London alonci 

■ thousand persons ate said lo have perished. 
psi.iliulv first discovered itself in the nonli 

ijia mude its devastating progress IVom 

iJ of Europe to the other ; and so grievous 

|aroity served, more ihiin the pacific dis- 

1 of the contracting paitics, to prolong 

nica between France and England. 

uce, Philip had paid . y. 
iebt of nature, and his son John, pj-f,' 
i known by the title of the dufci: 
mandf, ascended the throne. His piety 
r tipcerity procured him the surname of 
lOdi" but he possessed not that masterly 
^ce which the situation of the kingdom rc- 
sd; and bis meastires were embarrassed by 
^ nf^oea of his ktitsman Charles king of Na> 
i, lo whom the epithet of " Wicked" has 
with justice afhucd, though he possessed 
ents of the very first order, had they been ho- 
parably directed. This prince did not cunccal 

■ pretensions, in right of his mother, to the 
■n of France; and he seduced by his ad- 
i, Charles, the eldest son of John, wlio first 

'lore the namu of dauphin, to share his ciji.incils. 
But Charles repenting of his folly, reve:iltd tlie 
i father; and the king tif Navaric 



with* 



il of his ; 



k<H 



i7edn 
; of the latter 



ihe broth e: 
and imploi 
titttnice.v 



of the kinp of Navnrre, flew to anus 
;d the protection of England ; nnd iis 
as eipii-cd, Kdward w.!s at libt-ny to 
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afford him assistance. From mvaffmg Ficai 
the king himself was recalled to check the 
cursions of the Scots; he laid waste the coin 
from Berwick to Edinburgh ; and Baliol, fi» 
the aversion of his countrymen increase, rfs 
ed the crown into Ed\vard's hands, on condi 
of receiving a moderate pension for life. 
A T^ In the mean time, youiig Edward 
. o - - ' companied by the earls otWarwicfc 
Salisbury, had anchored in the Sonr 
with three hundred sail: being joined by 
vassals of Gasconv, he carried fire and si 
throughout Languedcc : in a second campa 
at the head of twelve thousand men, he p 
trated into the heart of France ; when he 
alarmed with the unwelcome intelligence 
the French king was approaching with an a 
of sixty thousand men. 

Near Poictiers, prince Edward prepared 
battle, with equal courage and prudence; 
even the most splendid military qualities c 
not have extricated him, had the French av; 
themselves of their superior numbers, and 
tented themselves with intercepting his 
visions. The prince was indeed so sensibl 
his desperate condition, that he offered to 
chase a retreat by ceding all his conquests, 
by stipulating not to serve against Franc 
seven years; Ivit John required him to surre 
himself pri:;oner. I his prop<^sal was rejv 
by tliL' liii^h spirited Edv/iird, who declared 
En.i;i:md aliould never be obliged to pay 
price of his ransom. 

All iicpcs of aocomm' dation being at an 
tlie pri.K'o ui AVales ^irengthened by nc« 
trench me nt.i, the post wh\ch he had before s 
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md contrived an ambush of 
it ann>, and as many archcrt, 
;t the command of the CHptal 
drrcd to make a circuit, t)iat 
1 thr flunk or rear of tlie French 
engagement. The van of hii 
antjM b^ the earl of Wanvicl:, 
carli of Salisbury and SuStitk, 
ly tlie prince himself. 
Tanged his force* in tliree di« 
•t vfAs commanded by the dulco 
; king's brother; tlitr second by 
^tended by liig two younger bro- 
il by ibe king himbt'lf, who had 
rilip his fourtS &on and favourite, 
urtcen years of age. There i 



the Englifh army but tliioueh a 
coverea on each side by hedgeat 
to open this passage, the marcs^ali 



lid Cltirmoiit were ordered to ad' 

a separate detachment of men at 

le ibey marched alimg the IniiL', 

Ell^;h^!l :.rcWTs who lini'd liie 



iJi 



iiiity. 



combat, and dimiiiishing JJi tlieir 
■ivcd at tlie end of tlic lane, whert? 
1 the open ground the princo of 
;lf, at the head of a chosen body, 
;ir reception, Thoy wuru discom- 
ei-ihrown ; one of the niareschals 
lie other taken prisoner- and the ro- 
' ■■— bment, eiposcd lo the shot 
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of the enemy, without being abli 
sistance, recoiled upon their own s 
every thing into disorder. In thi 
ment the Captal do Buche uncxpe< 
ed, and attacked in fiank the d: 
\rhich fell into some confusion, 
dcnai, and St. Vcnant, to whom tli 
young prince and his brothers h 
jnitted, too anxious for their c 
their own safety, carried them off 
set the example of flight, which w: 
that of the whole division. The 
leans, seized with a like panic, and 
was lost, thought no longer of iigl 
ricd off his division bv a retreat 
turned into a flight. The divisic 
John was still, however, more num 
whole Plnglish army; and tlie c 
made tliat day was by his lir.e oi 
prince of Wales fell with inipctu 
German cavalry placed in the f 
battle ensued: one side was cncoi 
aear prospect of so great a vie to 
was stimulated by the &hamc oi 
field to an enemy so much inferior ; 
man generals, together with ihe di 
constable cS France, falling in bat 
of cavalry gave way, and Iclt the 
exposed to the wholr fury nfthc 
Tanks were every nionit'nt ihiiirii-d 
the nobles fell by his side cr.L* ; 
his son, scarce fourteen years ol" a 
wound, while he was fighting v: 
fence ci' his father. The kinnr ^ 
with f.itigue, and overwhelmed 
might easily have been slain ; but e 



ikh iint'nioa^ of taking alSvc tlie roya! 
jjrpared him in llie action, exhorted him 

Sn, and offered him qviauer. Sf veiat 
]«ed to seize him suffered fnr their 
) I9 this dilemma, he cripd out, 
Ms my couxin. the prince o{W:\]'.:i" 
pi unwilling to hecome prisoner Vj snj' 
(inferior rankj but being told ibat [iie 
lias at n distance, he threw d<>wn hia 
• and yielded himself, trpeiber with his 
Dennis de Morhec, a fugitive fcnight of 

toderation which Edward displayed on 
Kion, has for ever stamped his character. 

rist wjiich was prepared in his tent for 
pris^mer, he served behind his chair, 
lud been one of his retinue. He refused 
iiimself at table with hii majesty; all 
r's prcteii.=ions to the crown of Fnmce 
lied in oblivion ; and John received, 
aptive, those honours which had been 
im when on a throne, 
ce of two years followed the 4 y, 
" Poiciicrs; and the prince of ,',ry' 
.■ailed himself of it, to conduct ^■^'"• 

prhc in safety to Kngland. He landed 
wark, and was met by a vast concourse 
e of all ranks. The prisoner was clad 
apparel, and mounted on a white steed, 
shed by ils size and beauty, and by the 
Df its furniture r the conqueror rode by 
in a meaner attire, on a black palfrey, 
tuition he passed through the strceis ol 

and presented the king of France tu 
r, who advanced to meet bim, and re 
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ceived him with the same courtesy 

voluntarily paid him at Yxsit. 

The most horrible anarchy ia 
produced by the captivity of Johr 
phin^ though endowed with an cxc 
standing, was scarcely eighteen ]^ 
and had neither experience nor a 
ficient to defend a state assailed 
foreign power and domestic faction 
of Paris were distracted by party h: 
infrequently polluted with bloc^d 
cities imitated the example of the 
soldiers, released from all disci pi 
themselves by plunder and robb( 
sants rose against their former 1< 
their castles^ and often massacred 
witli circumstances of incredib! 
Every man was thro^Ti loose and 
of his fellows ; and licentiousness ; 
out control. 

During the height of the confu 
had been prevented from pushing 
by the exhausted state of his finam 
also flattered himself that he migh 
solid advantages by negotiating ^ 
prisoner, than by arms: John had 
to restore the provinces which h 
sessed by Henry II. and his immc 
sors, and to annex them to Kng 
any obligation of homage. But 
and the states rejected his treaty : 
able; and Edwiird, on the expii 
truce, with an hundred tliousani 
crossed the channel. 

The French, however, had bee 



I 
I 



It mducea mm to listen to more moae- 
as; and, in a conference between the ' 

md English commissioners at Bretigni^ V ; 

ivas at last concluded on the subsequent I ■ ! 

IS. It was stipulated that king John 
e restored to his liberty, and should pay 
.nsom three millions of crowns of gold;* \ 

of England should for ever renounce 
to the crown of France, and to the pro- 
F Normandy, Maine, Tourainc, and An- 
essed by his ancestors; and should receive 
inge in full sovereignty the provinces of 
Xaintonge, I'Agenois, Pcrigort, the Li- |. ■ 

Qucrcy, Rovergue, I'Angoumois, and ; ? 

itricts in that quarter, together with Ca- 
isnes, Montreuil, and the county of Pon- 
1 the other side of France ; that Edward | 

renounce his confederacy with the Fle- 
ind Jolm his connexions with the Scots ; 
t forty hostages should be sent to Eng- 
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r 
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and was received with everv mark, of 

Edward ; but soon after falling sick, 

London. 

B (' AD Charles the Dauphin, whc 

\kr±' l^ini» immediately directed hi 

! 'to the internal disorders whi 

his kingdom. His chief ertil^arrasj 

cceded from large hands of military z 

who had followed the standard of Ed 

who on the conclusion of peace reh 

down tl-ieir arms, persevered in % life 

and associated themselves under ti 

" companions." Their leaders fou« 

battles with the troops of France; a 

little but regular establishments t< 

come princes. Charles, unable to rei 

by force, thought of discharging it 

countries, this dangerous and mtestin 

Peter, king of Castile, who dcservi 

tained the epithet of Crue/^ had filled 
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I concntTGnce of his own fiicnJs, and 
IB* of his broilicr, he hiid tlic pr<->tipocL 
{jKnd immcdUco »iiccvi). Thu I'Vciich 

eied wjlh ttie projifctt employed du 
iiegat'uliu^ with tlic leadur^ ol tlie.te 
,( Tbt ircaiy v/ai saon eoncludid, The 
aeter of liunour wliUli tli^it [;ciicial 
Linadb every oav iruct la Km proniiscH ; 
ah the intended (.■ipeditinn viaa kt-pt » 
^ eemfimimu implicitly jnlinted uiidtn- 
Itrd I requiring no oihvr condition before 
ngeipcnt, ttian ia aouranco th;u tliey 
^ tu be- led agiiiiwt the prince oi' Wiilcs 
|p£. . But ihu pri:ift: wu then ta Httlu 
> the enterprise, that he lUowcd nunift 
nof hii rctiuuc Ig enter into the sasae 

(DCiclin huvtnjz conplctetl Kin \tv'>ei, led 
rO« the Pytnuwts. The iiil.;ib;i;,nr. of 
joined the sliuul.ird of thu CDUiit ol 
mure ; and ihe tynint, justly oJimi.';, iuu! 
y deserted, fled from the ijidif;n;iuuii iii 
jeets, and sm,j;ht r^fuRe iii Gui.-,,,,,-. 
i-itfd tlie prolLTiK.ii (j| yawn' l.d.v.iul, 
lis f.ither had invuin^i nidi \W Mive- 



JeWiniiiiLdt^. u-MoiO lVu;i-; ;iud : 
a iiuim-i-wis army, Ur rctatkd the 
fr..m tltu Mi|,|>uUof Unuv. Mo. 
,h.7L-d a v.,io: ih,.y v'e.L. a..'<:u,,ium. 
ce; yel liL-uvy, l,<I. ved by his iiuw 
ind rtiiift'^iL'd by ihf Liii[f u-f Atr.i 
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bchf Id himulf at the head of one 
sand men. Da Guescltni and 
rienced gcncr:ds, would have dissi 
hazarding an action with Edwa 
mer success had inspired his tr 
fidciicc, and his enemies with terr 
trusted to his numbers, which ti 
his adversary ; and he venturei 
the English prince at Nagara. 
Henry was routed with the loss ( 
sand men ; du Cruesclin himself 
(oner j while only four bntghts 
vatcS perished on the part of Edi 

Castile immcdi:itely submitted 
once more ascended the throne, 
faction which the prince ofWa) 
in this perilous enterprise, was s, 
the ingratitude of tlie tyrant, w 
reward which lie h;id promised t 
and Edward returned to Guiennc, 
diminished, and his own constitui 
paired by the climate. 

The barbarities exercised by '. 
■nbjectSi revived all the animos 
tilians : the tyrant was again deth 
to death, by his brother, who sea 
the throne. The duke of Lanca 
son of the king of England, whc 
eldest danghter of Peter, inhei 
empty title of that sovereignty, ai 
the succession, increased the ani 
new ting of Castile to England. 

Prince Edward, by this rash ei 
involved himself in so much debt, 
it necessary, on hie return, to im 
taiac anew tax on hearths: the per 
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tei carried their complaints In 
indent sovereign, *iIe to their luril 
kinst tliese oppressions of rh>; E.og' 

ty of Bretigny, Charles IiaJ re. 
lim of fculty over those provinces 
propriated to England : but trea- 
d when at variance with interest. 
i to listen to the compUinti of the 
jlieiuie, and at length summoned 
(pear at biii court at Paris, and 
ceding »gainst hit vasnals. The 
itrd was brief: " I will come in- 
replied the prince, " but it shall 
jf aiity thousand men." 
mediately fell upon Ponthleuj 
bem provinces were invaded by 
I dukes of Berri and Anbu. In 
andos, the constable of Guienjie, 
another, the capul of Buche, 
best officers in the service of 
made prisoner. The prince of 
ited by disease, was incapable of 
lorsebick, and returning to Eng- 
;d the conduct of the w.ir to his 
;se were gentr^illy iintortun^ite ; 
es of losseii, P^dwarJ was obligi'J 
.rucei after seeing almost all his 
.sions in France, except a tj 
I Bayonnc, ravislied ii-om ' * 
E conquests except Calais, 
of the king's life indeed corres- 
ith the preceding part of it. Ite- 
jf his dominions abroad, he felt 
« authority at home. His youth 
)icd by ambition, but in his age he 
V 2 had 
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nont virtue, and unstained by any 

. ,. >alour and military talents tbrmc 

V part of his mrrit : his generosity, li 

1- ! bility, moderation, trained him tl: 

(I i ; all men ; and he wa^^ qualified to t 

.. i not only on that rude age in whic] 

! J on the most shining period cilliei 

ti modern history-. The king sur> 

year this melancholy incident : he 

[■ sixiy-til'th year of his age and il 

Jiis reign ; and the people ivere 

,'jl I ; though too late, of the irrcparal 

•' i they had sustained. 

The English are apt to considei 
fondness the history of Edward th 
esteem his reign, as it was one of t 
most glorious also, that occurs i 
The ascendancy which they thei 
quire over France, their natural 



!, ■ . I 
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d( by the prudence and vigour of 
puion, A lonj^er intcrvul of liumcMic 
t&n<(uiUiiy thAH ihc had been bleued 
f former period, or than <he experi- 
Kay ages after. He gained the ^fiec- 
freat, yet curbed their li cent! ousncsii i 
and obliging behaviour) his tnuni- 
gcnerofityi made them lubmit with 

aU domiaiun i and his valour and 
idc them EUece<>sful in most of their 
On the policy or justice of bi^ 
wU not enter. The glory of a con- 
I daiKling to the vulgar, tlie animo- 
ms is !0 violent, that the fruitless de- 
so fine a part of Europe as France. 
isregarded by us, and is never con- 
I blemith in the character or conduct 
ce. 

had a numerous posterity by his 
lippa of Hainauh. His eldest son 
Toic Edvi-ard, who espoused his cou- 
ommonly railed the " Fair Maid of 
igbter and heir of his uncle, the earl 
ho was beheaded in the beginning of 

By her, the prince of Wrtles had a 
d, who succeeded his grand fiicher. 
ind son of king Edward, was Lionel 
irence, who, dying while still yuuiig. 
me daughter, married to Edmund 
!arl of Marehe. Of all the fiimily, 
ed most his father and elder brother 
: qualities. 

't third son was John of Gaunt, so 
I the place of his birth : he was created 
ancaster; and from him sprang that 
ich afterwards possessed ihe crown. 
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The-JJiQrth son of this royal family w 
muii^icreated duke of York ; and tlie fi 
'J^homsp;, who received the title of c 
Gloucester. By his queen, EdTSTird li: 
four'jBpghters, "who arrived at maturil 
who sm 'married. 

. Under the reign of Edward, the pari 
arose to greater consideration than it had 
duiing any former time : and even the h 
commons, which, daring turbulent and i 
periods, was naturally depressed by the 
power of the crown and barons, began to 
Its natural rank in the constitution, an 
distinguished by the liberality and wis* 
its proceedings. 



CHAP. VII. 
T/je E.cigns of Richard II. Uairy IV. ar.d h 

A D IR ICI-TARD, the only siirviv: 
J ,j^^ ' Jf\ of Edward the Black Prin^ 
' '* but eleven years of age wlicn his 
fiuhrr expired ; aiid, as the deceased n 
had taken no care to establish a plan of] 
nirut during the minority of his ^raiu 
lirliovcd I he narliamont to supply the 
On this occasion, the commons took ih 
Jl llivir ro(jl•.i.•^!■i.):1, lIr' house of lords ap 
:i cudncil (ii'iiii'iC, to whom llicy ;;avc ai 
i«'r u year to direct the prhlic huMiic-, 
iiiMK'ct the educalioii (»i"thc vonn-.; nir.c 
.iil'iiinisiraiion was conductod tntiu'iy 
'.!:,''• .ia:.'.e : iu» vciri^ncy v.i* ex^^rc-jl;' .1 
<\}. i ;:.d tlij \\I.'.;Ij >_ icni v.m , 1-. ;■ -.-'v 



1f^ the stcrei an±orit] 
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1 of Richard, England w^ 
E;inany dangerous wars : besides tboSe 
% and Scotland, the pret^pn^sof the 
Juicaster to Castile, were fl>e smirce of 
[With that country : Charlei the fitch 
A no raore j and his son Charles the 
!^ minor ; yet, tlinugh encouraged by 
bitiince, the duke of I^yncaster con- 
HeJf with ravaging Brittany j while 
if Gloucester, witli only two thousand 
jmd eight thousand infantry, pene- 
b the heart of France. Such, how- 
! yhe cau'.ion nf the French, that they 
ti hazard any decisive action ; and these 
t were only productive of a fruitless 
Ibod and treasure. 

^ tlie latter, the parliament impoied 
of three groats on every person above 
irs of age ; but the minds of the popu- 
' unfavourably disposed for this niea- 
l the principles of democracy gaining 
lis distich was frequently in the moutlis 
hitude : 

len Adam delv'd and Eve span, 
liere was then the gentleman .'" 
the nation strongly felt the impression 
igerous question, the tan-gatlierers de- 
5t a blaeksmitji of Esaei, payment for 
ter, whom he asserted to be under the 
led by tht statute. One of tlie col- 
ering to pinduce a very indecent proof 
Itrarv, l.iid hold of tlie maid, which 
■ rescntiii;;, inimtdialLly knocked out 
I's brains with his hammer. The ■ 



of action. When^ 
hi« first qqcstMHl H 
slain ot voundetffli 



qf the dsy to hiuii 
shew him>«lf wonbroPq 
hood wftich I so Uicly oi 
nnll be able, withnut T 
the enemy." ITus » 

firince and hit attciit 
icsh connigc: they i 
doubled vigour <hi tht J 
count of Alenson vxt »! ' 
cavalrT was throiim ! ^ 
were killPd or dUaioi 
nishcd into the tliraiq;,J 
knives cut the tiitoau t 
nor was any ciuancT I 

In thi( >iloo(l^ and 4I 
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ft% SMGLAND. 

cause itlterestcd the vicinity ; th 
arms ; and the sedition spre:id 1 
; ol* Essexy into that of Kent, of I: 

^ussexi and other neighbouring 
leaders assuminc^ the feigned \ 
'I'ylcr and Jack Straw, committee 
rageous violence on the penlry. an 
had the misfortune to fall into the) 
assembling their followers. on Blac. 
nr.mber of an hundred thousand, tl: 

Fv t^e city, and required of the king 

' of blavcry, freedom of commerc 

i : f'.vns wiuiout toll or impost, and a 

lands, instead of services of villaina. 
Though charters to this purpose v 
them, parties of the insurgents cont 
. suit and plunder the capital ; and the 
inp^ along Smithfield, very slenderb, 
met witn Wat Tyler, at the head o 
and entered into a conference with hi 
having ordered his companions to re 
should give tlicm a signal, to murd 
I company, except the king himself, "w 

t they were to detain prisoner, fearles 

himself in the midst of the royal ret 
there behaved with such insolence, 
worthy the mayor of London, in a fil 
nation drew his sword, and brought 
ground, where he was instantly dis] 
others of the king's attendants. The 
seeing their leader fall, prepared thex 
revenge ; and this whole company, 
king himself, had undoubtedly peris 
spot, had it not been for an extraon 
sence of mind of Richard. Orderinj 
pany to stop, be advanced alone tc 



l! 



awedliini ; •iwd liavin^', \ri\ ili'-in iiitn 
Lo prtfVf^iit any di-.onifi whii-ii niij^iii: 

hy tlu'lr ir)ntinuin;; ill tiic lity, lie 
:lisini'isc'J tlicni with tlu* '..nrii' ( Ii:tr- 
h:id been /jiiiiilrd to ilwir fi*llow.. 

ihr iifil)ility aiui ;>;('ntry, li'-aiiii;;; oi 
i!:ii);^<!r, in wiiicli llirv wcic all In- 
;kc*il to Lotifion with (fu'ir uillir-ii'jit'; 
rs ; uiid Kirhat'd look' tin; ticM al tlic 
army ol'i'orty lliousaiid stronjt. 'j'i,i- 

nlili^u'd to Mihinit : the charter', nl' 
nicnt and pardon wen* revoked hy 
; and scvrial f)i" the? rin^li-adcr* wen* 
nishcd. 

rt'ss ami ronra;;r whirli Kichard dls- 
thls ocfiasion, natmally inspired a 

h(? wonhl, in t)u* conrsc of lii-i li(f, 
fjrics rti' his faihrr and jMaiiilfatlu-i : 
dvanccd in ycais, Iii** want ni jnd;;;- 
•ni|)»M" appfMii'd in fvj'ry mtiMjiriv. 



tf^ IHGLAND. 

his creatures on the one hand» and 1 
the blood and the chief nobility < 
'j'he latter directed the house of con 
peach Michael de la PoIe» earl of 
chancellor, a person of the gre; 
among those who were attached tc 
Ireland. The king, at first, in hope; 
their proceedings, retired from the 
but this step only served to exaspc 
sembly ; and Richard, incapable e 
consented to return, on condition th 
should be made on his other ministe 

The French, encouraged by thcsi 
and by the absence of the duke o: 
with the flower of the English milit 
prosecution of his vain claim on 
tempted the invasion of England 
their troops could embark, their fi 
perscd by a violent storm, and se> 
vessels were taken by the English. 

For some time Gloucester and 1 
maintained their recent engagemc 
king; but they soon directed t 
against his dignity, and framed a 
by which the sovereign power was 
to a council of fourteen persons f< 
month. Richard, who nad just 
twenty-first year, signed, but secre 
;in:«iinst this commission. His e: 
was, of itself, suiliciently inclined 
means both of recovering his auth( 
avenging its invasion. But his in 
not escaped tlie vigilance of the du 
cestor and his adlierenis ; and, to 
fri>ni executing them, they rapidl 
tlicir vassals, and appeared near Hii 



P iftnAlio If. as7 

BT wbieb Richard and hh ministers Were 
file to resist- Tliey now demanded, that 
nix of Ireland, with several other Qbnox- 
Btnoiu, should be delivered up to ihem ai 
mt, TIic former, after having in vain at- 
khl 10 defend himself by arms, fled to the 
■bninirics, where he died a few years after 
Be. The archbishop of York and the earl 
Bblb, who had been impeached with him, 
BortunHte enough to conceal themselves ; 
Mt Robert Tresihan :ind sir Nicholas Brem- 
fiere seixed nnd put to death. Sir Simon 
If also, a gtmileman who had distinguished 
Hf by many honourable actions, and who 
■Mn appointed governor to Richard, by the 
■lef the lute king and the Black Prince, fell 
^^c on this occasion : nor could evan tlie 
E^whcue amiable qualities had procured 
|k appellation of the " Good Queen Anne," 
Bn his pardon, though she knelt for thfLc 
n before the implacable Gloucester, solitii- 

Kbii humble boon. 
Its) than a year, however, it ap- , v^ 
m,that Richard regained his uutlin- jjjj^' 
ri though by what fnean'i, the impLT- 
1 liistory oi this reign does not allow us !■! 
ctibe. All we know is, that he used it will, 
It moderation ; and, though he removed, for 
ne,the duke of Gloucester from his coiincii, 
Dcrer attempted to recal the duke of Iie- 

OOD after this, the duke of Lancaster m^ 
led from Spain, having resigned all pretcn- 
ItOlhe crown of Castile, 'rhe authority of 
prince served to counterbalance that of tlie 
I of Clottceitci ; and Richard, who found 
hit 



kaigtit, OE llamault, by uiiok altia 
Gloucester thourfit the dignity o 
mitch injured. But the king pa; 

wliom tliat lady had bonic to hi; 
marriage, ;ind evtii created the > 
Somerset. 

During diesc domestic transact! 
which Richard had inherited wi 
Btill cojitinucd. On the northei 
tiei'cc but i:idcci$ivc action was fo 
young Piercy, surtiaroed, from 1 
valour, " Hotipur," and the earl 
The furmer was taken prisoner, tin 
•Some insurrections of the Irish ob 
to make an expedition into that cc 
he" reduced to obedience i and reco' 
degree, his character for courag 
after established a truce of twer 
with Fiance ; and, to render the 



e, by reason of his ininieroiis par- 
ould safely he dciaincLl in custoily. 
Ticnc was iminedialL'ly suninioncii at i 

r ; and that ahsenibly, iu conipli^ii.ivr 
:ishcs of the king, passi'd btii'oi.ic 
Juke of Ghmccstcr and his aiisociau .1, 1 

ipoarcd atjainst tht*ir sovcMcii^n, in an j 

ncr, at liaringay Park. 'J'hc carl ol" 
IS executed, the earl of Warwick ha- 
uph the crime for which tliry wore 
had been ohHierated hy time, and 
I pardons. A warrant was issued to 
U'cschal, to hrinj^ over the duke i)f i 

in order to his trial ; hut the i^ovcrnor 
»r answer, that the duke had dii>d 
fan apoplexy; thougli it afterwards 
that he had been sulfocated by the 
chard. 

? deslnii'tlon of ilie duke of Gh^ices- 
.• hi\ids o{ ilial party, a rupture en- 



ten patent, by which he was c 
case any inheritanfe should, in tl 
crue to him, to enter immediate 
sion, and to postpone the doing ol 
his return. But liis jealousr was i 
hy being informed that Herelor 
into a treaty of marriage with th 
the dake of berry, uncle to the 
and on the death of tlie dute 
which happened soon after, Rii 
his letters patent, and seized th 
deceased uncle, Henry of Herd 
now became duke of Lancaster, a 
praises of prudence and penetratii 
those of piety and valour. His ] 
tunes were lamented, as if they hii 
mon cause; and all men turned 
wards him, as the only persoa who 
the lost honour of the nation, w 
tarnished hv various events. 



EiTchbishop of CanttrbaiT and th« 
«vf Arundel, nephew to tnat prelaio, 
t RavcDhpur in Yorkshire! mid wits 
Itly joined by die earls i<f NQrihiimber> 
[Westmoreland, two of the most potent 
I EneUnd- Here he topk a bolenin 
t he had no other purpose in this invito 
to to recover the duchy of Lancaster, 
detained from him ; atid he invited all 
U in England, and all lovars of their 
,bi second him in this rea«>n,tl]lc and 
(pretension. Every place was in eom- 
'^e malcontents in all quarters rtcw to 
id Henry's army, increasing on every 
krch, soon amounted to the number of 
tuand fighting men. 
bice of York, who had been left guardian 
klm, but for which he was ill qualified 
ii dangerous emergency, appointed the 
Nis of his forces at St. Alban's, and soon 
dan army of forty thousand men ; but 
tfiem entirely destitute of leai and ;u- 
t to the royal cause, and more inclined 
the party of the rebels, he readily Iih- 
a mr'sia(;e from Henry, who cntriratcd 
to oppose a loyai and hiimhie siippii- 
the recovery of his Icij.il p^itrimony. 
irdian even declared publicly th.it he 
econd his nephew in so rfaaonabU' :i re- 
His army cmbr;ictd with acckmations 
indlhediikeof L^incawer, 




2fi2 ENGLAND. 

of twenty thousand men : but even this amr 
much inforis'T to die enemy, cjradually dea 
him, till he found that he \\:\d not abof 
thousand men who loUowcd his standard* 
si hie of his danger, he privately fled to ihi 
of Angk'sea, wliere he purpc^sed to embar 
llier for Ireland or France, and there awai 
i'av(mrahle opportunities whicli the rcc\im c 
sui)jects to a sense of duty, or their future 
contents against the duke of Lancaster, n 
prohahly alFord him. From this asyUimhc 
drawn by tlie treachery o{ the carl of N 
umberland, who, with the strongest prot'es 
of loyalty and submission, made himself m 
of the king's person, and canied himtohiJ 
myai Mint Casile. Richard was conduct 
London by the duke ixf Lancaster, who was 
received wirh th# acclamations of the muli 
populace ; and, issuing writs of eleciion i 
king's name, lie appointed the immediate i 
ing of a r'arliament at Westminster. 

It is natural to suppose, tl.iU the house of 
mons, elected during this universul fermeni 
triumph oi the Lancastrian party, would fa 
tremely attached to that cause, and rcai 
record every suggestion of their leaders, 
ignorant of this, the duke of Lancaster b 
to carry his vii-vs to the cn^wn itself. Hi 
extorted a resignation irom Kichard ; but 
knew tills deed would appear the result of I 
lie p^^p(•.^eJl, notwith standing the danger c 
precede it to himself and his posterity, to 
him sole:iv.ily deposed in pailiameni, fo 
pi-e tended tyranny and misc«>ndiict. A ch 
consisting of thirty-three articles, w^as aci 
ingly drawn up against him, uud^ though 
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i trcre frivolous, or had been lancticmotl 

iBslom of his predecessors, hotli liotispi 

ifctient seem to have received them with 

il approbation. One man alonCi tlic 

«ef Carlistc, had tiie caunige, amidit tliis 

I disloyalty, to appear in defence pf Ms 

ipy master. His generous mngnanini>l}'r 

nr honourable to himself, wan of novt-r- 

.-o the unfortunate monarch i and h'» frec- 

, instead of bein^ applauded, wai not fven 

aled : he was airc^ced by tiic order ol it-J 

e pf Lancaster, and sent i>TJ,oner to llw 

eyof Si. Alban's. 

niis severity put an end to the debate: ihn 
ir^i were voted against Richard ; and votcil 
RDtmously by lh< same peers and prehiu.., 

a !i[t5e before had voluntarily authorized 
xevery acts of violence, of which they now 
Vplained. That prince was deposed ly the 
{rages of Ijoth houses; and the thro m' licin;.^' 
w vacant, the duke of Lancaster stcppfJ forth 
d having made the sign of ilie cross, pm 
anced these words, which we shall give In t!i 
ginal idiom and orthography ; 

■* In the name of I'adher, Son, and Hn 
tost) I Henry of Lancaster challenge il 
wme of Ynglandc, and the croun, with sll t 
nnbres, and the appurtenances ; als I t* 

1 descendit by right line of the Mode com 
1 the gude king Henry thcrde, and thi 
It right thai God of his grace h:L[h sent 
ih heipe of kyn, and of ra y frcndes to ri-c 

I the which rewme was in poynt to lie oi" 
default of goveniancc, and ondoying i 
Je law*." 

The earl of Northumberland mnde a r 
•"-- hnnse of peers with regard to tlie ur 



all cominerce with his irieiidi a 
Kings seldiim long surrive their 
htstoriitns, huvcver, diStv with i 
mmiiior in whicli hiiwus murJorcd 
tlic prL-viiiling npiiiion, that sir Pic 
otliers of his };n;ints, iell upon bin 
of Ponifrec, whci-e ho wiis coiifi 
patched him witli their hallierts. 
prob^hle th:tt he was starved t<^ de 
J. jj fnrnfter his body wascK|>( 
IMlij' '"' ini»i"'<i' "'" violence wei 
**"^' it. H:;dicdincheihiriy.l 
his [Xj^c, and the twcnty'third ofh 
ing no posterity, citlicr le^iiim; 
tinuite. 

Kiih;ird appears to have been 
iiir govcrnmetit ; li-ss for want of 
than of solid iudgnieiit and a goi 
He WHS violent in hit ii.'m]>cr ; p 
t'xpcnce i tiind of idle show and ^ 



IB thoMprmciplca which Jisdanivcrs: 
hr ccrtnin iirnJ iin<Jih{M)tcd tiiiring Mi 
■fs. Wickliirc hmiself, a* «ai a* bb 
Vho received ili» nanie of WicklitHl^ 
nil, was distinguUhed by a ^rcat hui- 
ipianncrsj and nil icnm, derived from 
kh iaio ttiG tcriptures, were riKiirl)* the 
p thoM which were propnguted by the 
■ in the si xtemib century. Aifor him- 
Menu nM to huve bt^en ^xctuaied by the 
Wlhuiiain) : and in all cxammtionf he 
Iped awny his doctrine by tortiArcd meiin- 
tlD Tcndrr it t|u!tc innncent and invfien- 
SU nf hif> rollutt'cnt imituted bii cautioui 
In, and auvud thumselveii. either by r*. 

ft or evaiioni. He dfcd of it pal«y in 
1385. and Lhiin};h the cWgy took cikre 
^the pcApU nf hiti eternal damtiMtnni hix 
t itill gathered strength in England, and 
'en triinspbnted to JJohcmia ; Inn OiC 
•ever strongly disposcil to receive ihum, 
ripe for this preat. revolution. 

retigioiii state of England, 



wai die : 
WrjAe fi 



,_ ! fourth ascended the 
xucnt'inn tn cstahVisU himself in it, Icfl 
le leisure for t]ieoloj;ical inquiries, iLud 
> hint to court the a^si^^tanee of the 

svcry first parlinn>ciir, !ie had reason to 
djiifter uttciiilii;; tl.at stral.ni ivhi.li Ik: 
nmed, and the (.l>si.]<:les whicli Iil- «,>.i1J 
■ilh in goveniiiip; ;in iinvuly ari'.tociacy, 
divided by tacliim, and at prosi-iil in- 
*ilh iheri'siTiiTrieiils consefiiiciit on siieh 
■WiYijlsinn^. 'I'iif peers, on their ^issem- 



limisc, bjnoblcnuMiwhopaveniui 
and Atir and iraiior resounded fn 
The kin^, liowi-ver, had so r 
v-lth tliOML' dnujility (:h:unpiniis, a 
eDusum of tilood i bill he w.is m 
diem to a pro|H:r comptisurc, or ■ 
amiciible ^li^^pcsition amoii,^ ilioa 

Not lonjj alter, the e:irls i>l' 
and tltiiitin^Jon, »nJ lord Hpe 
now di'j^;iilfd tVom the resiKcii 
beniai'lt.-, Surrcv, Kxeior, ;nid (. 
Imed on tliem'by Kich:ird, em 
spiriry, tnj,'ether wkli ihveail ol 

seizing the title's perion iit \\' 
treacheiy of Rutl.mil wmdwi 
Henry sculdeiily witlidivw to I. 
conspiraturs, who eunieio Wind 
(if live hundred hi>rse< t'uund ih 
their aim, and expost-d theiiiselvi 
ruin. Henry appeared next il;i 
iipon Thiime-:, at tJie lic.id ol' t* 
men; ;i 



, M 



K'd thci 



^■Ivc 



Their toUowi-rs in the scvei-il i 
they h;id most interest. Jiut tl 
tlie king were hm in the purs 
vhere oppoM-il themselves to 
The earls of Kent and t>:ilishiiry 
Cirencester] nnd were next d.ty 
out farther ceremony. The citi 
treateJ Spencer ;ind I.unilev ia 
ner. The earl of HuntlnJ^xUm 
Klount. andsirBenedla KuK, uh 
ki'n priumn-s, suffered deatli. wi 



UrKTS of ikesc iinhappj' men wure 
R London, no les? than eighteen bi- 
"thmy-lwo miired abbots joined Ihe 
nd mci ihcm with the most indecent 
^^and exulcition. Tlie earl of Rut* 
pedoccr and betrayer of iiU iissociaici, 
nnt TO bid dcKxnce to decency and 
' ^jpeared, carrying on a pole the 
M Spencer, )it( brniher-in law, which 
M in triotnph to Henry, as a testimony 

^ not escape the sagacity of Henry* ■ 
Ml tlie ei:ccuiion of tActe conspirator! I 
£l to ^ive security to his throne, iho ■ 
• which remain after such bloody ■ 
Ik always dLingerousto regal authority. M 
fate determined not to Increase by anr ^ 
I BAierprise the numerous enemiee wito 
was every where environed. While a 
lie was Iwlievcd to have adopted the 
5 of the Lollards; but on the throne 
f sacrificed his principles to his interest ; 
putify the vengeance of the church on 
joneiits, he procinei! a law fnitn the 
nt, which enacted, thut when ;iriy litit- 
reUpscd, or refused to abjure his ii|ii- 
ss delivered nvcr to the seciil.ir win by 
ops, he should be coiiiriiitip.l lo the 
, the civil magiflratc. Thl, dui.-cr.jus 
lid not long rem;iin uncmplnji^d; :inJ 
Sautri'-, rector of St. Osiihesin Liiuiicn, 
leen condemned by the convocation oi 
iry, atniiL-d for his reputed iicrtisy, by 
■ the piimshment of file. 
he utmost prudence could_ nut shitld 
iota dicse inquietudes which ;iis:iiU'd 



uciu^ luuuu iicccbbittrjy was i;uiici 

the two kingdoms ; and Henry ws 
these means, to turn his attention to 

Owen Glendour, descended froi 
princes of that country, had beco: 
on account of His attachment to Ric 
sequence of which, lord Grey, a n 
nected with the new king, had sei2 
but Glendour recovered possession 
Welsh armed on his side ; a long 
war was kindled ; and as Glendoi 
devastations on the estate of the ea 
who had the best pretensions to tl: 
Edmund Mortimer, uncle to that t 
out the retainers of the family agaii 
chieftain. His troops were roiit 
earl himself, still in his mi nor it 
prisoner, and out of jealousy, suffer 
in captivity. 

The critical situation of Flenrv 
the Scots to make incursions into E 
to chastise them, the king condurtc 
ers without opposition to Edinburj 
ing the Scots would neither submit 
battle, he returned in three weeks, a; 
his army. In the following yeai 
earl of Douglas, at the; bead of twe 
men, made an irruptiou into Englu 
mitted devastations on the northc 
On his return home, he was over 
Piercies at Homeldon, on the bon 
Und, and a fierce battle ensued, wh 



WTf »s v» Moriluc eurl t)f File, sciii til' ilie 
of AltuRfi with niiiiiy others ut tlii- {;ciiiry 
idulity. 

i eblieatiotis wliich Henry IiaJ cwnl to 
KBbenflail vcre of » kind ihc mnsc likely 
|nc> ingratitude «n the one xi<jf, and Jis. 
^oatfae other. The kuveri'igii naturally 
eje>tloux of thut power whith h^d aJvnii- 
k lo the throne ; and the aubjci'i whs hoi 
aausfird in ihetcium^'vhith he i]ii>ii;;ht 
t a favour had merited. I'hnii^'h I lenry, 
pcceuion, hud I>eitowed the ffhee ui' con- 

P'oTthutnbokiidfurlileiund tciift-n-cd 
iin that family) these f'avoors were 
I their due; the retukul ol any other 
9 deeincd :in injury. The impatieui 
irry Piercy. And the fstctinui dispow- 
eaii of Wurcestert younfjer brother 
ttiumberland, inflamed the discontents of 
)blem:in ; Hnd ttie precarious litle rif Jlcii. 
pted him to seek revenge, by oveniinitnf; 
irone which he had at lirsc establi^li^J. 
:ered ijito a correspondence "irh (ilin- 
hepave liberty to the Ciirl of DinigUn, 
ide an alliance with that .ii;ii;i.i] clnfl ; W 
up all his p^iitisans to arms; and sui li 
xd authority at th;it time lieioiifiil to i].i: 
amilies, that the same men, whf.ni a li^w 
lefore he had conducted ;lJ^aiIl^t Kii:harif, 
llowed his standard in oppn.siLiori to Meii- 
'hen hostilities were ready to commeine, 
imberhind was seized wiili a snddou ill- 
Berwicki and young I'icicy taking the 
nd of the troops, marclied Uiwards 
bury, in order lojoin his forces with those 




gagement ; and scarcely shall w 

in those ages, where the shoct i 
and more constant. Henry en 
in the thickest of the figlit: 1 
whose military achievements wi 
renowned, and who here perfori 
in arms, signalized himself in 
trious degree, and even a wou 
ceived in the face wicli an arro 
Itge him Co quit the field. 1 
that fame which he had acq 
bloody combat ; and DoiiglaS; 
my, and now his friend, still 3] 
amidst the horror and confu 
This nobleman perfonned feat? 
are almost incredible ; but whit 
contending in this furious man 
Piercy, by an unknown hand, 
ti>ry, and the royalists preva 
said to have fallen that day, o: 



md-reeewr-J from Ms jTcVnen, than he 
fresh army, anJ was on his march to 
son; bui being opposed by the earl of 
Ireland, and hearing of the deleat at 
hury, he dismissed his forces, and came 
small retinue to the kinj; at Yort. He 
id that his sole intenlioii in arming, was 
Lte bctiT-een the p;irtiei; ; and Henry, who 
I with great lenity to most of the insiir- 
lought proper to accept the apology, and 
■d him with forgiveness, 
■arl of Northumberland, though he had 
rdoned, knew that he should never be 
, he therefore formed a new confederacy 
.nction witli the earl of Nottingjiam, son 
oke of Norfolk, and the arcnbishiip of 
irollicr to the earl of Wiltshire, whom 
when duke of Lancaster, had beheaded 
.ol: but some of the principal confede- 
?(ng betrayed into the king*i hands, and 
ieath, before the plan was ripe for cic- 
ihe valiant I'iercy, onreceivingihisintcU 
fied into Scotland, logethLT with lord 
'; and the king, without opposition, re- 
.11 the castles and fortresses helonjjing en 
oblcmcn. Ho thence turned liii urma 
Gleudour, over whom his ton, the prince 
?s, had obtained some advaunges; hut 
;my, more trouhlesonK; than iliiiigcrous, 
iind means of defending hlmsLlf in his 
es, and of ebiding, though not resisting, 
iVirce of England. In a subservient cam- 
the earl ot Northumberland and lord 
*, impatient of their enilc, entered the 
in hopts of raising the people to arrrsj 
nd the country inSMch a posture, as reo- 
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dcred all th«ir attemplK unsuccesi 
iii><!> Kokesby, sheriff of Yorkshir 
i'orccsi atinclced the invaders at 1 
citined a victory, in which botl: 
Lind and Burdolf were slain. 
jiiiiicd to ihe death of GlciidoL 
prncj soon after, freed Henry fr 
iriL-iiti:: tnernieii; and this prii 
mounted the throne by such uiijui 
audiield it by such an exceptional 
valour, prudenct:i and address, 
tiined a greater ascendant orer ]it 
aiu»t ot nis predecessors could ho; 
About the same time, another 
peculiarly faTonrable to Henry. 
ling of the Scots, was a prince oi 
city j his brorher, tlie duke of Alba 
more abititj«s but less integrity, 
the government of the bt;ite. An 
crown, he had already laid via 
David, the eldest son of the kine 
the life nf James the younger, u 
barked him for France. The vei 
bjr the Eng^lisli; and though the 
tnice between the kingdom, Henr 
of every law of honour andiusti 
restore the prince. The shock wa 
the feebL" constitution of Robert; 
the dute ot Albany continued t( 
kingdom, but was held in dependcn 
who had it in his power to restore 
Whenever the posture of his affairs 
With a design to weaken the ] 
tilt: earl of MarAe, H-iitvfi Kid. di 
tJement of i.he cti>wt\ qi\ Vvmw^l 
mak; but the\oRS ct«vxi«.t ■«"v 



Hth such caTr.r-Trf 1:. !:-r i Dr« WtUciBCM 

mbaj yielded to tbeir rc^nnii sid agRsd 
Eecetsion of the priiiK«tn of h^ &iDi1«- 
Ipiigb tile GommOBt ihnrcd a IsedjUe 
V libertt ia tbc-e tnmartroe*, ilinr c£- 
bainst ine ehurch were Hill incite ertnof 
K la the Milh of Hrary, hms requttcd 
BR tnpplies, tbcy propmci! in |rUtn tmM 
Bkig, ui3i he should srize all ihc tenifm- 
^fer tlie chniclt, and emplnr ibnn a* a 
Up, fund to lerre the ciigtndes ef llie 
Brhey infilled, that the clergy poneued 
■ of the lands of the l;in£iioRi; ihu tbey 
Mtcd (inthing to the pabGt bui^enit and 
liir richer tended onlj to ^u\aahfj them 
prfbrming iheir tDinisterial ftinctioiu wiili 
'Yeal and atlention. The king, hovcvtr, 
«j;ed the application of the commoni; 
e lorda lejected [he bill which the town- 
lad framed, for itripping the church ut 
enue). 

lOnnmons, nnt discoungcd I>y this rep^ilse, 
ie*enth of the king reiurncd to the chitrgc 
ore Kcal than before! they made a ciik-u- 
Of nil ihc eccleaiustieal revenues, which, 
ir Kccouwt, amounted to four hiiiiilrut 
r1iiy-6ve thousjind marks a yc.\i, and 
fd eighteen ihtiusand four luiiulrcd 
I (if l^nJ. They proposed to diviJi; litis 
(r.imong fifteen ni'W earls, one thoUMind 
Wred kniplits, six xhow^.uTV'i i:'i<^\tt*i, a-sA 
red hofpitaUi beydus iwttftV^ ^hvi-^vixA 
■ year, which the Wo^ Tn\t'W- v^*^:^ 
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tloiC Ajj t and thi»v iivisioJ, th:it the clt 

'^ ij* %'ould be better pi'ri.^;Mu\: :l.:ir. :il 

lificen thousand parisl. p::.?!.-, p.i 

of seven marks a piece of yif.i:'.y >i\\ 

1. .pplication was accompanied v.: li u 

dres."? for mitigating the statutes enacieJ :i , 

the Lollards. I'o this unjust and ciiinv 

proposal, the king gave a severe reply ; a: 

ther to satisfy the church, and to prove th 

^vas zealous in support both of its lem 

and spiritual rights, lie ordered a Lollard 

committed to the Uames. 

Such are the principal events of this bus; 

active reign. The king was so much emp 

in defending his crown that he had little li 

to look abroad. His health declined some m 

before his death, and though he was in llic i 

of his age, his end was visibly approac 

A -r-v lie expired at Westminster, in the 

141 '«* sixth year of his age, and the thirt 

of his reign; leaving four sons, 1 

his successor, 'J nomas duke of Clarence, 

duke of BoJI'ord, and Humplircy duke of i 

ccstcr; and two daughters, Blanche marr 

the duke of Bavaria, and Thiiippa to tlit 

of Don mark. 

Henry IV. possessed a remarkable com 
of temper; liis courage, l>oth military and 
ileal, v.-.is witlDul blemish; and he posf 
maiiv (juaiiiles V\"hich lilted him for so 1' 
sfiiioji, and Axhleh rendered his usurp 
though pernieious in aftertimes, rather s.tl 
duriuLT i»'s own reiirn, to the Kuelish nalii 

T!if' siiu.itii.n i)f the deceased monari:! 
so iiileeU'd hi in with jealiui^ics, tliat he 
reg.irued wiiii dibtrust liis eldest son, am 

car 



(xciu^eJ him froTn puIiTic Irtiwfins. 
■e spirit of the prince, however, re- 
from its proper exercise, liroke out into 
|gancie« of every kind. He indnljicd in 
», and in riot ; and associated with the 
Wrtlile»s companions. There remain! n 
ta> that, when heiited with liquor und jol. 
fc scnipled not to attack and plunder the 

rrs in the streets and highway*. This 
dissoluteness was not less dissigrecablo 
bther, dian would liave been hi.< applicu- 
[business; and Henry, in his son'i; beha- 
idrcadtid the same nealect of decentj- 
M proved so i'.ital to Richard. But the 
Uni Ics^scvcruin the judgment on the 
Jprince: ihey observed in him the leed* of 
nty, ■pint', and mnen^nimicyj and [here 
Rd an incident whicH more clearly deve- 
lla real character, A riotous companion 

prince's had bei-n indicted bofore (;:n- 
, (he chief yiA^cs, for tome diMirdu ■. ; 
enrv was not ashained to appear Ht i!ic 
th tne criminal, in order to- give him ecuu- 
eand protection, finding that his pri'- 
diii not overawf ihc c^icf juatiic, hi' y.u)- 

to insult th^it magistrate on liis liibiJn;il; 
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of the future reign nowise disagre> 
n:it:on; iind the first steps taken b] 
prince confirmed all those prcpossej 
taincJ in his favour. He called 
former companions, acquainted the 
intended reformation, exhorted ther 
his example, but strictly inliibitec 
they had given proofs of their sine 
particular, from appearing any mor 
scnce; and then dismissed them 
presents. The wise ministers of his 
had checked his riots, were received 
marks of favour and confidence ; ai 
justice himself, met with praises ir 
proaches for his past conduct, and v 
to persevere in the same rigorous a 
execution of the laws. The surpi 
wlio expected an opposite behaviour, 
tlicir satisfaction ; and the churu 
young king appeared brighter th; 
ucvor been shaded by any errors of c 

But Henry was anxious not only 
misconduct, but to make amends i 
ries into wliich policy had betrayci 
He received the earl of Marclie, w 
courtesy and favour; he restored il 
Picrcy to its fortune and honours; ;i 
lo bury all party-distinctions, he \x 
Mt alone in his promotions. 

The Lollards, however, who were 
neasin;;, were doomed to feci iiis ri| 
hoad ot this sect was sir Jolm Oldcastl 
ham, a nobleman who had acquired 
boiii of die late and p/esont king. 
•character pointed lilm out to the ar 
Cauicrbury, Ui die proper victim ol c 



-: lie applied to Henry fijr a pennisiieii , 
thim; ih.ii pTince, uvcrse to sanguinarr 
s, endeavoured by a conver^^itioa wim 
CI, to reconcile him to the catholic faich. 
.vever, found him firm in liis opinions; 
' king's principles of toleration could car- 
no tanher. He abandoned him to the 
ent of the church; and Cobhatn was in- 
by the primate and his suffragans, and 
idemned to die jl^mes for his erroneous ' 

He escaped from the Tower, and his 
spirit, provoked by persecution and sti- 
i by zeal, prompted him to the most 
,1 enterprises. He appointed a general 
ftai of his party, in order to seize tlie 
if the king, and to put their religiotv 
i to the sword; but the design was be- 
lO Henry; and bis vigilance prevented 
IS. Il appeared a few only were in the 
of these some were eiecuted; Cobham 
had Hed, and was not brought to justice 
■ yeais after, when he was hanged as a 

and liis body burnt on the gibbet, 
hough the nation was not yet sufficiently 
■ni-'il to receive the doctrines of WicklilFc, 
i:(ti(iu in disciph'ne was generally desired! 
; [sryrliament that w.is summoned immc- 
:Uit:r t'u' dotoctit.u of Cobhaiii's cgnspi- 



Charles the sixth, king of Franc 
ministation of that country had disc 
fymptoxns of genius and spirit; 
happy prince being seized with an 
oraer» his judgment was gradually 
impaired. The administration of af 
puted by his brother, Lewis duke of 
his cousin-germany John duke of 
the people were divided between tl 
ing princes ; and the king, now res 
dropping liis authority, kept the v 
cided, and prevented any regular : 
the state by the final prevalence of 

At length, the dukes of Orleans 
dy, seeming to be moved by the 
nation and by the interposition 
friends, agreed to bury all past qu 
livion, and to enter into strict amity 
before the altar the sincerity of ihei 
the priest administered the sacran 
of them: but all this solemn pre] 
only a cover for the basest treacher 
deliberately premeditated by the d 
gundy. He procured his rival t 
nated in the streets of Paris ; and b< 
in his baseness, he embraced a re 
more criminal and more dangerou 
by openly avowing and defending ' 

Tne princes of the blood combir 
young duke of Orleans and his bi 
all the violence of party rage, mad 
duke of Burgundy; and the un 
seized sometimes by one party, s 
the other, transferred alternately 
appearance of legal authority. T 
were laid wustt oy mutual deprei 
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aitage which mi^lit be derived from 
bctiom wjs pliiinly perceived in Eiig> , 
t Henry, before be hiid reeouMe sft.i 
jKvoiired to obtain hU ends by nagotljf I 
aordingly he ^eat over ambiissadOM ' 
.fcring 't perpecual pcucc knd ulliuiiccf ' 
ftding Catherine-, ihc French king's 
m marria^, two milliims of crowni 
Kin, one millinn tix Iiundrcd thoii>a»d 
mi% of king Juhn'i runsoiil, and tlie 
I poiiiCision and full sovereignty of 
f, and of all other provinces which 
ttviiihed from England by the urirm of 
gu«ui i together with the nupcriurity 
^ and Fhiikden. The tcrnu o0acd 
nch court, tJiough much infci'iar, dis- 
pKiousness of'lheir miserable .Mtnatton- 



wHlin 



nthe 



; pnnees'i m 
to pay liim eight hundred thoii.'i;iiid 
) reiign the entire sovereignty cf (lui- 

to annex to that province the cjiih- 
Perigord, Rover^ue, Xaintonge, ih« 
lis, [itiii cither territories. 

huweviT, rt'iucli'd the'.e cornlitiorn; 
g :i.sseinb!(;d ;i gre;U fleet LLnd liliiiy ;.l 
lion, he c-.inie to the sea side with ilie 
if cnilwrkiiip on his cxpeditionj and 
L the iiid of the duke of liurgiindy, wlio 
tly si'lieittd his alliance, he put to sea 
housiind men at amis, and twenij-- 
.sand foot, landed at HarHeur, iiiid 
hat city, alter a resolute defence, to 
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Burgnndy, fixed tlic seat of her independe 
donee at Troycs; and sanctioned bv her 
the ontorpviscs of her new ally aj^ainst the 
Tors of her son, who, she asserted, dctair 
royal consort in captivity. 
• ,^ Henry the fifth h.id landed aj 
1 US ' Normandy, and reduced that forti 
vince to his obedience. IJslc 
one of the captains of tlie duke cf Bur; 
suddenly presented liimscif before the g 
Paris; was admitted into the citv, bv ir 
lialitv or treaclierv oi' a burgher ; and] 
an insurrection of the people, in wliich t 
son of the king Avas sci7ed, and the cc 
Armagnnc, thic chancellor, and the princi| 
herents of the Orleans party, were inhi 
massacred. The dauphin himself escape 
difficulty, through the vigilance and add 
Tannigue de Chastle; and rejecting the 
tations of his mother to relnrn to Paris, h 
himself within the walls of Poictiers. 

The kinq: of Enri^land, with .i:i ar:nv m 
to open resistance, had already shaken ll\ 
< 1' Rouen. Vet I Imry was sensible wl: 
'itacles stiti remained for him to sun 
he liad already experienced the diflieul 
procuring supplies irom tlie lil!^;;lish parli 
iind liis colVers were cxl'.avi^ted by a sue 
of victories. However Haiierincr tht? "i 
might be to his ambition, hi: policy i! 
liini gradually to lessen h.ir* demand^ 
{.e tixcd, as tlie price ot jhmcv.', his m: 
V. ith the princess Catlrari;-.^ und all ih 
vinces ceded to Edward \hv third by the 
of Bretigny, with the addiii* n of \\»rr 
■^**'ch ho v»a? to receive ia full uad ur.i:'< 
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h Isabella, insatiate of revenge a ^ 

pnonal enemies, instantly closed w; 

Broposed. But the duke of Biir^nof 
Hfibited to subscribe a treaty io pernicious 
i country, and pressing his negotiations 
pK dauphin, consented to an aceommo^ 
Ito rescue his country from destruction. 
kterview was appointed between the two 
pat tie bridge of Montereau-sur-Younc; 
p sooner was the duke of Burgundy in 
jiover, tb.in the attendants of the dauphiu 
d him with numerous wounds. His friends,- 
ited and incapable of resistance, were 
'taken prisoners, or involved in hU fate, 
It youth of the dauphin had made it doubt- 
liether he was admitted into the secret; 
ft deed was committed under his eye j 
^ his more mature years he distinguished 
»rks of affection and confidence the perpe- 
rs of the fl^tgitious action. The bands 
ril society were loosened by the royal 
pie ; and the flames of war, which might 

been extinguished, or their fury at least 

ged, broke forth with an increase of vio- 

Isabella, loud in her complaints, and 

:ieot for vengeance, instantly bestowed tliu 

of Catherine on Henry, and celebrated 
nuptials at Troyes in Champagne. Philip, 
m of the duke of Burgundy, and who sue- 
d to the honours and dominions of his 
r, joined the English standard, and only 
laied the marriage of hi' sister with the 
of Bedford, the brotlier of Henry, and the 
ription of hii father's asnastins. The city 
ttii, long partial to the house of Burgundy, 
U arm, and filled ^very itr»« with Ecenes 
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r expedition, carried over the king of Scots, 
I he obliged to send orders to his country- 
U) leave the French service ; but the Scot- 
eneral replied, that he would obey no com- 

which came from a king in captivity. 
! troops, therefore, continued still to act 
the earl of Buchaa ; and were employed 
e dauphin to oppose the progress of the 
of Clarence in Anjou. The two armies 
ntered at Baugc: the English were de- 
; the duke himself was slain by a Scotch 
t, who commanded a company of men :it 

and the earls of Somerset, Dorset, and 
ngdon, were taken prisoners. This wiis 
St action that turned the tide of success 
it the English ; and the dauphin, that he 
• both attach the Scotch to his service, 
iward the valour and conduct of the earl 
chan, honoured that nobleman with the 
nf constable. 
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submUsxon of Dreux; and at the n |iMit rf 
Parisians besieged Meaux, which held ott 
eight monthsi when it surrendered ; and " 
immediately commanded the goremor to be 
pended from a neighbouring tree. 

Soon after* intelligence arrived that 
Catherine was delivered of a son at W 
The event was celebrated by equal rej 
Paris and at London; the royal infant* who 
baptized by the name of his father* Hcsiyi 
considered as the successor to both kin; 
and seemed to extinguish even the hopes 
dauphin. That prince, chased beyond 
Loire, deserted entirely by the northern pi 
vinces, destitute of treasures and troops to opp^ 
}::s prosperous competitor, prepared to Wi 
with fortitude the destruction which it secHI 
impossible to avoid; when he was preserved I 
one of those vicissitudes in mortal hfe, whidi 
often baffle the plans of the most profioai 
policy, and decide the fate of empires. 

Henry had determined to open the c 

A <rx suing campaign with tlie invasion 

1429 ' Picardy, and appeared in the field en 

"' in the month of July. The united fon 

of the English and Burgundians threatened^ 

overwhelm all opposition ; but amidst the pii 

of victory, and the prospect of dominion, he ^ 

attacked by a complaint, which the ignorance 

the age rendered morcaL A fistula, with whi 

he was seized, soon terminated in a mortifi< 

tion; and llenry, sensible of his approachi 

end, devoted, witli manly firmness, the few 

niaining moments of life to the concerns cf i 

kingdom and his family, and to the pious dut 

of religion. 
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I the duke of Bedford , his elder brother, he^^^ 
he regency of France ; that of En inland lie 
nitted to the duke of Gloucester, li is youn^j^cr 
ler ; and to tlie earl of Wanvick he entrusted 
nportant care of his son's person and edu- 
1. He intreated these noblemen to ci>n- 
to Ills infant offspring tlie fidelity and at- 
nent which he himself had always expcri- 
I from them. 

ter this settlement of his temporal affairs, 
ying^ monarch assiduously applied himself 
; devotions, and declared his serious intcn- 
when he had completely subdued France, 
ive marched against the infidels, and at- 
ted the recovery of the Holy Land. Con- 
by this pious resolution, with the cabmst 
uillity, he expired in the tenth year of his 
, and the tliirty-fourth of his a^e. 
,e abilities of Ht-nry the fifth were * ,v 
iv v:i<:i'-.'.Mii-r.ed mine liold aiul the , , , , 
rl ; ;i:ul wlille we admire tlie hclJ- '""'* 
i: hi ^ e'.*.!irpr!.*>*s, we cannd iiiii-i' nn 
■ :■> t!i*. ■."-.i'.ial rianiuT in \\']ii(.-]i tlu'v \M-ie 
I.;'.'. .1. I'i^ aiialiiiit y atlaclieJ his iiii"..v'!^; 
•■ ■ .:v\c:-; his a».lLli\--s aiul ehv':i:rr'i\' v.,:\- 
i h ii'.cni!'--.. 'Die i!:u"e.'. i.i;; aitv'i:;i --.i 
I i. ■ IVM J Jo l\f :i. inimi ^t r ('• i. .'^ . t iv • . 
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ftriol ity.po-, ,osscjsomc advantRges wliich 
to iiirii ilie scale. He was the true and unJt 
heir of the monaich}' ; and all Fronchmc 
know the interest, or desired the indepei 
of tlieir coTinlry, turned their eyes to\var< 
a- ilicir sole resource. ThouHi onlv in his 
tiv th year, h: was of the most friendly a 
ni^jn di'p'^^iiioii, of easy and familiar ms 
and of a just, though not of a very vigorc 
dcrsiandii^ii:. The love of pleasure ofi 
duocd him into indolence ; but amidst 
iirc^nla:i;.if>', the goodness of his heai 
shone forth ; and by exerting at interv. 
cour;tgo ;uid activity, he proved that his i 
nc-.s proceeded not irom habitual errors 
ftcrs. 

The resentment of the duWe of Eur 
against Charles still continued ; and the d 
Ik'dford, that he might corroborate n: 
coimcciions by private ties, concluded h 
niarnage with the princess of Burgundy, 
had been slipulated at the treaty of Arras 

While the vigilance of the duke of B« 
wab cmplo ed in gaining or conhrming 1 
alliances, he did not overlook the state of 
rt^mote countries. The duke of Albany, 
of Scotland, had expired ; and his power h 
vnlved on Murdac, his son, a prince of •.; 
understandirg and indolent disposition. 
ardour f)f the Scf^ts to serve in France, 
Charles treated them with great di<tincti<" 
v.htTc I'le regent's broti)cr enj rued tlie c 
of crn stable, broke out afre'-h ; and new >u 
daily ev}:'»riarrd, and filled the armies 
'■'jc . ■ :: y.vr. Tlie duke <.l" I'edford, the 
•■iiM-ieJ 'ili'; liuglibh c'junjil \o form a 



ilbJmKS their prisoner ; to li-ee him from 
It, and to aurry bim to a daughter of 
:i of Somerset) and cousin of the young 
Mnrdac, tired of bis station, entered tio- 
into the treaty ; and for a ransom of forty 
id pounds, the king of Scotland was re- 
to the throne cf his ancestors. 

: negotiations succeeded the opeiU' 
Charles, still desirous of employ- 
flies in the provinces north of the 
iontested every castle with politic obsti- 
ne had been lately reinforced by nuni' 
'le Scots s iind John Stuart, constable of 
J with the lord of Escissac, bud formed 
je of Crevant in Burgundy. The earls of 
iry and SuffoIJc marched to its relief; the 
Ts were routed, with the loss of above a 
nd men i and the constable of Scotland, 
lie count of Ventadoor, were tal:ea pri- 

nwhil^, the duke of Bedford was enffageJ 
(iege of Yvri in Normandy; and the go- 
, finding his resources exhausted, had 

to surrender the town, unless relieved by 
in day. The ting of France, hoping, by ;i 
ful enterprise, to restore the lustre of his 
and to preserve Yvri, collected with dili- 

an army of fourteen thousand mon, of 
07>e half were Scots ; and entrusted it to 
our and experience of the earl of Buthan, 
)le of France, who had already disiiii- 
i himself by the defeat of the duke of 
ce. That general, however, arrived too 
sucPour Yvri, which had already opened 
ite»i but he immediately invested Ver- 
ind carried it without difficulty. He bad 
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>''nrrc time to secure this conqucs 
iiirfirmcd ( f Ov. approach of the 
fonl. A roiinril ai war was imm( 
}}]{ d to dcrtcrn.ine what condiic 
],!M*,MC. In v;iin did the mo 
I'r'iuh nfllccrs remonstrate on tl 
*'i h.i/ardin?^ an army, tlic last re 
king: the Scots rejected wiili cc 
di;jnity of retiring bcfnre the 1 
opinions v/trc e^^pouscd by tlic ; 
snmptnn!T«, ; and it was finally re 
the arrival of the duke of Pedfon 

'rhf^ armies which encoimtcrcd c 
V'ern'.MJil, were /.equally balanced in 
V*r;, 'J'lii? earl of Buchan rcsol 
V. ith ]ia*'ent firmness the charge ( 
bill hi* mc-asnres were di«^concert 
patience of J he viscount of Narbr 
])loody conMict, the French I^eing 
sides, began gradually to retreat 
feat was soon changed into a turn 
I'oiir thousand of their bravest ^"Ii 
calls of Huchan and Douglas, the 
male, Ventadour, and Narbonne, f 
fieli!. Tlie victors, however, pu 
triumph at the ex pence of sixteen 1 
a Ins*; so unusual, that the duke ot 
bacl all rejoicings for his success. 

'I'lie destru(*ii<'>n of Charles nf»w 
evi table ; and from the dang«T win 
\f) ovnv.liclm him, he could ohl 
I lie di%*,fnsif)ns ('i' his enemies, whic 
ifi' liiui, ro.,e Iti a height that i 
desp;iir. 

.I.i'|iie]ine, lu-iross of ILiinnult 
had es])uu:ied John, duke of Br; 



pciaied by polic; ; but tlie masculine 
^nlliant capacity of the princess dc- 
i ill-sorted cuQ^urt, equuliy fecbk in 
Snind. Contempt was socm the purcnt 
Pj } and impatient of the dilatory mca- 
l^oubtfui dcier mi nation of the couft of 
^ escaped into Eneldnd, :iiui wlicitcd 
mon ot tiie duke of Gloucester, '['tie 
^passions of that prince blinded litm 
f intereiEs of his countiy ; the tliarnix 
phcritance of the countess, protcnted 

ft<3 hii view t and without any f;irthiir 
he entered into a marriage contract 
■eline, and immediately attempted ta 
bself master of her dnminioni'. 
Wte of Burgundy resented the injury, 
I his Unsman, the duke of Brabant;' 
bigth, opetily declared in bis favoim 
^d troops to bis support. 'I'he quarrel, 

first was political, soon became per- 
d the duke uf Gloucester still persisting 
ig the war in the Low Countries, the 
, instead of improving the victory of 

wa^ obligi'd to cross ilie seas to Eng- 
;he miglit try, by his cnumcls and an- 
3 check tbe mad career cf liis brolhcr. 
nd the Kiigliiii ministry diitracltJ by 
the bishop ot V.'iiicliester, to whom ilii; 
le king's education was entrusted, hwd 

disputes with bis nephew the pr;i- 
nd the dnke nf liedlord was cbllj^cd to 
le authority of parliament to rci.o:icile 
'be rivals swore to bury all quairtis in 

and time aUo seemed to open eitpe- 
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dients for composing the difference wit 
duke of Burgundy. 

The pope having declared the contract 
'between Humphrey of Gloucester and Jaqi 
the duke» despairing of success^ married ai 
lady, who had lived some time vfixh him 
mistress, llie duke of Brabant died soon 
and his widow, before she could recover i 
sion of her dominions, was obliged to d 
the duke of Burgundy her heir, in caj 
should die without issue, and to promise 
to marry without his consent. But the ; 
tage which the latter prince reaped fix 
accommodation of these diiFcrences, did n< 
vent him in future from regarding the £ 
with jealousy ; and the satisfaction which 
gent enjoyed from reconciling one ally, wa 
alloyed by the unex|)ected desertion of thi 
of Brittany and tlie earl of Richemont 
joined the standard of their legitimate sov< 
Charles the seventh. 

A j\ During these political manccur 
1 .1'op * English army of three thousand 
* unaer the command of the earl oi 
wick, had formed the siege of Montargc 
that place was reduced to the last extr 
Charles collected a body of sixteen hnndre 
nnd entrusted them to a natural son of tha 
of Orleans, who had been assassinated 
duke of Burgundy. This general, wh 
afterwards so famous under tlie titles of £ 
of Orleans, and Count of Dunois, attacl 
enemy's entrenchments, and compelled th 
lish to abandon the siege witli disgrace. 

The duke of Bedfordi indignant at t 

give 



IfanofthnIiiVedfllriuiinr, on his arriral 
Ift, had secretly assembled a considerable 
to cha»iii« the desertion of that prince, 
Ucnly invadinj; the province, unprepared 
ntancc, compelled its xovereiffn to rc- 
pjii alliance with France ; aniTto yield 
1 to Henry for his duchy. Sueceisiu! in 
nriK> he entered on another equally im- 
E and determined to invest the city ot 
t The army destined for this sicpe, con- 
bf ten thousand men, he entrusted tn the 
fab'litiesof the carl of Saliibury j while, 
Mher hand, Charlet reinforcing the gar- 
pd replcnitLhin^ the magaxinci, appointed 
knor the lord of Gaucour, a brave and 
need officer. 

iBfter the <icge commenced, the . jj 
■Salisbury was killed by a cannon . '.,, " 

a spirited and snccesslul ail'cmpt ' ' ' 
fortifications. The command, on his 

devolved on the earl of Suffolk. The 
■a» reinforced bylar^e bodies of the French 
nrgundians ; and Orleans under his di- 
s was completely inve-itcd. The inclo- 

of the ■iMfpn, and the rigour of the win- 
aid not overcome the perseverance of the 
;rs ; a chain of torts was arduously con- 
d; yet the vacant spaces still allowed 
rs to be introduced ; and the garrison, hc- 
le retunt of spring, was swelled by fre- 
supplics ftom twelve hundred to three 
id men ; while their hopes were raiicd, 
•ir efforts encouraged Uy the presence and 
le of the Ba>urd of Orleans. 
■der to distress the besiegers, the French 
raged and cihaus:ed the adlaccnt comi- 
idtbe English wae compelled to dr««r 

■ i A ^'"■"^ 
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the prcbciv.ili'»ii oi l*i». 
orrroiips, ill nunilKT :i1k)Ul Ibui* uio 
p-'IntfJihc cnuiitorc^.crnioiit loconin 
On ihc appro.iLli ot rl:c rronch, Fal 
up his men lu-innwl \\w. \va\;;^;ons, ;i 
u'CtivcJ tlu! r.Mv oi' ilioir charj]:o. 'J 
wi'u* b:nki .'. l)Y llu'ir own iinpciuosil 
liunJicI 1 1'li'ilu'J on l!ic ilclJ. 

r'lUiiratoJ in iiis aitcnipt to ri'lii 
l»y ji. His, l!x' kin^i; im' i'ranoe now c; 
l.» pvi's^-rvi^ it by pi^lioy. TIio ihikc 
friiil a piisiMUT in Kui;lanJ, IkuI I'bt. 
lliccluf.o oi CjIoMCi'slor, anJ l:is ccmn 
nuso of a r.L'iitraliry in \\\<, vl.-i^icsuos 
llh'v .»-!i'iilJ !>».' si'iiiivVsriTtvl j!i:in<* \. 

fuii'Mi wasihn^ly rejcctoJ in liu' Jukoi 
and li) ilie InipiMiiinitios oi livj i!ukt* o 
Ite coolly ivj^iio J, " h .• wa-? not in a lin 
• bo bushes, w hiist f »! h.-r ; \\\\\ \\ way wit 
■'♦ I his !v:l1j.iL Ijiirpun 



'ftrtmwi, a 



ftni itncMton. InihcvillHgcof Dnrt- 
if Vaucolrtim, rrn ihe borifiri of I^r- 

tunwll iim, rciilclcil a fcmafe tcrvaftL 
[ D'Arc I who having been aecus- 
tridc iho hones of hci ni.-nttr'j guciti 
fBcquitvd 3 dppTPO f>f l)tFldnr«fl above 
^Itid IlttmcJ will) rlrasute 10 fhe Vilr «f 
acbieveioi'Tin, wlirtli were then ihe gf- 
iptn of cou»er»aiion. 
bnaptnation bcinjj pradinilly hcatc tl vriih 
tvitaU, the wa» soon inftamcti willi ili'* 
of yvcngiiie tin itw; EngliOi ihe mistry nf 
e. AccciTdingly, iiiif iirnciirtd aJmi.-.^i(m 
dricourt, the tovernor of Vaiu-oiciirs ; anil 
red lo him, ifiat she hnd been tihnrtV'il Ijy 
!■.! viwons and disiawt tot««, Id achiore 
I ■■ iTince of her coiirtvy. The gnverti'iV, 
, 'Lilly credulous hltmelf, or wifficiemly 
■i.ij' m fiircspe thf cfTfct stuli :iii c-r,iliii. 
h.i'ln Invo on llir r-":, i . ■ .: 
tc.llicr.iii.'srnntotl.. i 

lit (imp resided at C'lu:.-.., 

1 her arrival, she is s;iid to h;^vf ili.tiii. 
led Ch;irks from hifl c'lurlicrs, ihnnj.li ili- 
d of cvfry (;n-,ij'ii of niy;dlv ; to Illv,- ,[■- 
d^i sixraiojum, tmkiiowni.'. :aitlu-u-,„l,l 
ehim^K-If; :ind lo Ikivc ,!.t.i:.!i.1i>.I ;nul J.-- 



ministers i>... 
with icruputoii 
length to be convinced of the sinceni 
claratioiib, and of her supcmatural ] 
their opinion was solemnlf and pti 
tenanced by an assembly of doctors 
{ians, and by the parUament of 1 
residing at Poictien. 

In order to scrail himself of the ei 
the moment, Charles sent Joan to ] 
a convoy was ah'esdy provided for 
Orleans, and an army of ten thousa 
collected to escort it. The holf m 
ing in her hand a consecrated bann* 
at the head of her troops. She had 
cUred her intention of entering thi 
roa.d from the side of fieausse ; but 
of Orleans, count of Dunois, prevail 
approach the town on the opposite 
X-oire, where he knew the besiej^ers i 

T'he English had at first heard w 






faiEaim of Joan, bfivcvprt eould not 
«a*rithin*c walls of Orleans: Jie 
Ac garriton to listen m li^r vnice, nod 
* cxomnlc. In n iiicfcisful sally, the 
Kttti M tlie beijc^tn-s were stomirtf. 
iTBTlf iwf pi awiiy the forts on ihe op* 
» of the Loire : and n wound from an 
icrvcd rather to inflame tlinn dAmp ihft 
of the intrepid heroine. The coiint (if 
conuTited to seize the moment of rcturn- 
nunc ; the Enplisli were suece 5 lively 
! r 1 th their posts, with the losa of above 
-irii! men j and the French, animated by 
' <5ay of the holj' maid, prepared to im- 
■1 ■-■Ir advantage, and avail themselves of 
pcriiiiiou* terror) of their udversanVs. 
rh six thoHsand oelect troopi, the carl of 
1- li;id retreated to .lergeau: he w-^s at- 
J [Iicte tiy [lie French, comnianjedljy Joan; 
Mewa5obstinatel)-dcfciided;biit the"El)j:- ■ 
r*re at length overpnwcred, ;iikI MiilToIk 
Wij;ed Co yield himself prisoniT. Tljf ic- 
ier of rhc Krtjlisli army nndi'r rlie coniliirL 
UtitfTo, Sc;ile^. ;ind Tall.of, wne prr'-wd 
e cmM.iMe Richcmnnt ; tlu-^- «W f,n'- 
at the vill:ifrf of P.,i;tv : nnd. ■,.,-.,,r.-..-l l-v 
Fi-nrs, they n(;vcr Mcn.l ilv> ,-'i,ir...- -I' ili>- 
*^-.Klo(ri- tilo-..Il, ^^■^'> li.il ■^11 l:'"lv 
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of the English were slaughtered ; and both i 
and Talbot were made prisoners. 

The maid of Orleans, who had fulnllec 
of her promise y was now determined to ca 
tlie Icing to receive the crown at Rheims. 
city itself lay distant from any place possess 
Charles ; it vtjls in the hands of the English 
tiie whole rond which led to it was occupi 
their garrisons. Yet Joan insisted on tin 
cution of her mission ; the king himself sho 
his general indolence, and resolved to folio 
exhortations of his warlike prophetess ; tl 
bility of France crowded to tne standard oi 
voutliful sovereign, who began his march 
head of twelve thousand men ; and passing 
out interruption through an enemy's co 
received in his progress the submis^on of T 
was instantly admitted into Rheims ; and i 
city was solemnly inaugurated. Tlie ck 
Charles from his coronation at Rheims, re 
new lustre ; and many towns in the neig] 
hood, disputed the honour of first acknoi 
mg the authority of their lawful sovereigx 
A j\ The character of Bedford was 
14r*'0* displayed to more advantage 
amidst thesg^ stoftns of adversity. 
reinforced the j^flirisons of tlie different I 
replenished thvtr magazines, and overawi 
inclinations of the inhabitants, ripe for i 
'J he Parisians were retained in obedience 
ternate caresses and menaces ; and hi 
soothed the angry passions of the duke ol 

§undy, and deferred the fatal liou^ of hi 
efection. Harassed by the vigilance of | 
gent, tlie army of France, which had been 
posed chietiy it' volunteers, at length disba' 

a 




idio 

TIB ta*'*" ' 1 from '" ,,' - 
1 J hAntJ^ *" 1 T niose- 

,,, ilrfM'" "iihteio""" 



*>'.;cc-s w;is cii!>u7cJ bv a niptur 
d.ikts rt" 3-.;: iriinJv ;»i-.d BcdiV.rd. 
irii'i.Ji;-.;!- bad i.aT. I.-Ofcr.t; J by t/ 
di'.L:.t ss M the hi:ter ; ard she ten 
ej, th.tt t!ie mtmi.ry of I-.is si-ter 
by '.he h.isiy rrBTTuge of ihe repel 
line ot' Lii-reir.biiTj;- A" adv:ir. 
iec<..:v;iliiilic:i wfie disJ-ir.-jd by 
c n;.i!Iv lenacTOut of their lii^r.ltv 
av..i:ej hJmseli-f ihe ^is.-ontert". 
E:irrjur.dy to r.fjrt-ii.ite thf .-fb'. 
»ir.,.-o kii j\v[i by ibe j!.iii:i.' of ihc tr; 
A. D ''^-■™ afi" this rrrmsacti 
*,!,.' of Bu'JferJ iipired, a pri 
'"'' V'rtiies, ar.J wacse n:cmr 
t,irr.:-hi'J by the esceu::on of the 



Mts the Mventh. Lord WiHoughb] 
Hish ganrijon of fifteen hondreJ m« ^ 
nimsrirroriome tiinr in the Bauite; 
tiir and slcill onl^r setTcd lo procure 
|tulut(in> by which be wjs allowed 
K>p$ a free passage to Rouen, 
"years ibe duke of York jiruggled 
i' diStcnlcies of his situation; and be> 
I by the valour of lord Talbot, after- 

Ed earl of Shrewsbury, he performed 
nti but indecisive action*. At last 
t, weary of hostilities, leemed desirous 
bd they set on fool negotiations for 
k- But the proposals of France, and 
As of England, were still so wide of 
t that aU hope of accommoilation 
Jt vanished. The Engli^ aroba^sa- 
ided fiiil and entire restitution of .ill 
Ki which had once been annexed t^ 
together with the final cession of 
' its district; the French offered only 
lienne, part of Korfnandy. and Ca- 
I with the nsual burthen of homage. 
I in vain to eominne the negoriation, 
' wag so little prospect of agivcment. 
Ih were still too baughty to sto o^J 
bst hopes which they nad formednH 
*; and the French had gained tc^H 
'tu hope the acquisition ot more. ^H 
tivity of fivi; prince^i of the bloodH 

ECTS in the battle of Agincourtt vrj^^ 
le ndrantage which England lon^| 
jtt'Hiencinyi but this su^euottt.-j w^H 
► lost. .Some ct" these ^T\r>ti^^^B 



iiiuir.pi^J in repcited cncoi::it< 
H.-.ccv^s was ensured by a ruptu 
d.ikc-. ot JSwva-nnAw ar.d Bedu.rd. 

diici.t ss oi ihc hitter ; ard the tci 
cd, thai ihc mL:7n.rv cf :\\^ si-tei 
bv the hastv irarriarrecf the reec 
lino 0* Luxc'.r.biir;;. Al! adva: 
locc'acih.-'.Irn weie disda.n-jd b; 
e jT;a!ly te::ac:nu«; cf their iii^r.'t; 
availed hiir.Sfli » t the iiscontei.t 
rur:rir.:dv to noj^nti.ite t!:e jde 
sir.c'O kiijwn by tijc name of the tr 
A j^ iSoon after this transact 
*, ' -* of Bedford txpired, a pr 
V'rtnts, and whcse n:em 
tarnished hv the execution of thi 



felish garrison cffifttfcn hundred mci . 
Hiiinsrlf for some time in the Biutilc^ 
Dr and skill onljr seiTed to procure 
JuUtion, by which he wiis allowed 
lopK a free passage to Rouen. 
[ years the duke of York sirugelcd 
t difficulties of hU situation; and be- 
I by the valour of lord I'albot, after- 
led earl of Shrewsbury, he peiformGd 
lint, but indecisive actions. At laii 
k, weary of ho^lilities, seemed desirous 
nd thty set f>n foot negotiations for 
tt. But the proposals of France, and 
Ms of England, were ^till so vide of 
% that aU hope of accomn^odation 
ff vanished. The English ambassa- 
pded full and entire restitution of all 
lees which had once been anneicd to 
together with the final cession of 
I its district : tb* French offered only 
bienne, part of Normandy, and Ca- 

Bwith the nstial burthen of homage, 
in vain M continue the negotiation, 
t *'aB so little proipeet of ugrccnnent, 
lb were still too bauchty to stnt^ 
hast hopes which they nad formerly 
I; and the French had gained too 
[to hopt the acquisition ot more, 
kivity of 6vv princes of the bloody?] 
nicrs in the battle of Agincourt, ^'^/KL 
Kle advantage which England loi^^H 
er iisencmyt buitbis 5lt;)eTicnll.^{ ^u^^| 
ff Inst. SoTnc of these ^tWncs w^H 
!*ad t/enransomeJ-, wvid &.« &^*'*1 



tinued to flow rapidly against them 
triurophed in repeAtea encounter 
success was ensured by a ruptUM 
dukes of Burgundy and Bedford, 
friendship had been loosened by thi 
duchess of the latter ; and the fom 
«<J, that the memory of his sister 
by the hasty marriage of the regen 
line of Liiiembiirg. All advanc 
recoiu:iliaiion were disdained by 
equally tenacious of their di,^itTi 
availed himself of the discontent o. 
Burgundy to negotiate the celebi 
since known by the name of ilie irc; 
. -p. Soon after this trans3cti< 
I'yi^' of Bedford expired, a prir 
virtues, and whose memoi 
tarnished by the execution of the 
leans. After his death, the coui 

was di«nrtpH hv rh*" rival nartijx 



e difiicalties of his situation ; and b<s 
d by the valour of lord l*albot» after- 
Lted earl of Shrewsbury, he performed 
lianty but indecisive actions. At lasi 
esy weary of hostilities^ seemed desirous 
and thiey set on foot negotiations for 
)se. But the proposals of France, and 
nds of England, were still so wide of 
iTy that au hope of accomiriodation 
*ly vanished. The English ambassa- 
anded full and entire restitution of all 
nces which had once been annexed to 
together with the final cession of 
d its district: the French offered only 
yuienne, part of Normandy, and Ca- 
ed with the iisual burthen of homage, 
ed in vain to continue the negotiation » 
re was so little prospect of agreement. 
lish were still too haughty to stoop 
vast hopes which they nad formerly 



iHt: .iv-.t;- li.ia K.1-. l.vw!vi by 
bv :':5i' h,i-:y trjrtu^trt"::wnp 



c-sercnth. twJ'Wfflnap;lifiy; 
bish garrison of (ifu'i'ii hundred men, 
hlmbeirfor iome time In the B.-istile j 
nr and skill only serred to procure 
lulxttiin, by which be war billowed 
Dps a free passage to Roiien. 
i yeais the dultu of York struggled 
diBiculties of his situation ; and ho 
by the valour of lord Talbot, aftei- 
kJ earl of Shrewsbury, he performed 
int, but indecisive :ictioiu. At last 
I vieary of hostilities, seemed desirous 
ad ihty set on foot negotiations for 
e. But the proposals of France, and 
is of England, were still so wide of 
) that all hope of accoiDn^odation 
t vanished. The English ambassa- 
ided full and entire restitution of all 
ces which had once been aniteicd to 
Ogeiher with the final cession of 
its district: ih» French offered only 
lienne, part of Normandy, and Ca- 
1 with tne usual burthen of homage. 
I in vain to continue the negotiation, 
was so little prospect of agreement. 
h were still too haughty to stoop 
iM hopes which they had formcrlj' 
^ and the French had gained too 
to hope the Hc^uisition ol more, 
ttvity of five princes of the bloodf 
hers in the battle of Agineourt, w 
ble iidvaniage uhich England loi 
riisentrnvi but this suswriOTiv-j ' 
F loa. .Some of these ijrvtvccs 
iad t/'en ransnnied i av.d ttc 4mV* t& 
most powerlul ontong t\«n\. 
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the 1j^ that remained in the hands of tb 
lish. He offered the sum of fi Ity-four th< 
nobles for his liberty ; and when this px 
Vr-as laid before the council of England, th< 
of the duke of Gloucester -opposed it, a: 
of the cardinal of Winchester, supported 
zeal. The party of the latter, as usua 
vailed; and the duke of Orleans was re 
after a melancholy captivity of tweo 
years. 

jk Y% The sentiments of the cardina 
1 il^o' ^^^^^ prevailed in another mure e- 
point. That prelate had always 
raged every proposal of accommodattoi 
France, and had represented the utter ir 
bility of pushing farther the conquests 
kingdom ; but the duke of Gloucestcry hi 
riced and haughty, and educated in th< 
pretensions which the first successes of I 
brothers had rendered familiar to him, 
not endure these humble counsels. Th< 
ence of his rival, however, turned the 
and the earl of Suffolk, who adhered 
cardinal's party, was dispatched to Tc 
negotiate with the French ministers. As 
found impossible to adjust the terms of a 
peace, he concluJed a truce for rwon 
months; and proceeded to the executitm < 
ther business, which soeir.s to have been 
implieJ thin exprc<;sed in his commission. 
As Ilenrv advanced in vcars, hU ch 
developed its.clf. He was lound to be 
most harmless, simple manners, but of iL 
sUjudtr capacitv. Hence it was eajv t'l 
that his reign would pn;ve a perpctu<tl mi 
As Uq iui uow rL'iichcd the tweu:j-±ird ; 
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was ratural, however, to think of 
ntra a queen. The duke of Gloucc9- 
ed a dauf;hteroi'che count of AriniiE- 
tlie eardiral and his friends cast their 
Hargaret of Anjou, daughter nf Reg- 
lar king of Sicily, Naples, and Jerusa- 
ntncess accomplished both in person and 
f a masculine spirit and eiiterprising 
and ubieh had even becdzne auspicious 
ri«acy of her father's family. The earl 
ilk, in concert with his associates of the 
I council, made proposals of marriage to 
let, which were aijccpted. But Uiis no- 
li besides pre-oecupying the princess's 
Vbf being thiechief means of her advance- 
endeavoured farther to ingratiate himself 
ner anJ her family, hy very extraordinary 
:ssion5. Tlioiif;h Margaret brought no 
y witliher, he ventured, of himself, without 
lircct iiuthority from the council, but pro. 
r with ihe approbation of the cardin^il and 
ulinp' mcmliL'is, to tngage, by a iecrt-t ar- 
that the province of Maine, which was at 
time iii ihc li.uuis of the Knjiliih, should 
ded to Cnaile, of AiijiMi, her uncU-. who 
irimc niiiii^ler.and f.tvi.uritc of the French 
and v.-ho had aht-ady received from Ins 
;r the grain of that province as hii api'a- 

.e tri-atv ff ni:iniac;e w^is ratiTipJ in , ,, 
and: Suffolk oblanicd rtrsl, the title \\\\' 
irquis, ih'.-n that o " " 



sofparlnriiunt Whis 
diidillL- il. Ihu princes, f -11 imi'K 
O3ecoiini-ctiii;, wilii the canliiKil 
viho, foitiiieJ by her powerful pai 
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rcbolvoJ on tl:c final ruin of the dul'e • 
CO si or. 

This j^cnorous prince, ill suited for 
trii;ncs, hut possessing, in a hiijh dc^ 
Uviuir oftlie public^ h.ui alreaJy receh 
his rivals a cruel mortitication, which it 
posiiiMo a person of his 5 pi i it and h 
could ever forgive. His diichoss, tlie c 
of Rcp;inuld htrd Cohham, had been ac 
the crime of wiichcnift, nndorthc prete 
there was found in hor p^jssession a vmx 
of the king, which she and her assoc 
Roger !i«ilrngbroke a priest, and one 
Jordan of Kye, melted in a magical m; 
fore a slov; Hre, with an intention of 
Jlcnry's force and Yi»)ur waste away 
inscnsible degrees. The accusation ' 
calculated to afFirct the weak and credul 
of the king* and to gain belief in a sup 
age ; and the duchess was hrouj^ht to I 
her confederates. A charge ot this r 
nature, seem<i always to exempt the 
from observing the rules of coninioa 
tlieir evidence: the prisoners were pn 
guilty; the diiglios^ was condemned to 
penance, and to sufier perpetual impri: 
while her reputed associate > in the ido; 
were put to death. 

Having procrcded to such unpa 
lengths, the cardinal and his party wen 
it was necessary to destroy a ir4an w! 
had already so deeply injured. In on 
feet this purpose, a parliament was si 
to meet, not at London, whicli was wel 
to the duke, but at St. Fldmundsbury. 
a; Glouce!:ter appeared, he Was accusec 
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hn into prisDii : he was soon after 
1 his bed J and though it was pre- 
■is deatli waft naluml, and his bodjr 
rlki of outward violence, no one ■ 
he had fallen a victim to the ven* 
.enemies. 

e is Ktid to have received a better 
an was usual in his age;" and to 
sre free from credulity tiian his con- 

of which the fcdlowirg instance is 
Thomas More. There was a man 
td, though born bUnd, that he had 
I sight by touching the shrine of St. 
e duke, happening soon after to past 
nesttoned this person, and seemin;; 
I story, asked him the colours of 
is, worn by persons of his retinue. 
Id them very readily. " Yon arp 
ied the prince; " had you been born 
uld not so soon have learned to dis- 
ours :" and immedtately ordered 

in the stocks .is an impostor. 
inal of Winchester died sii weeks 
liew, whose murder wai universally 
him as well as to the duke of Suf- 
iLch, it is said, gave him more rc- 
la St moments, than could naturally 

from a man hardened, during the 
long life, in falsehood and in poli- 

sharc the queen had in this guilt, i* 
her usual activity and spirit madu 
:}nclude, with some reason, that tlie 

duke's 
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duke*s enemies durst not have ventured on 
a deed without her privity. But there ha 
cd, soon after, an event, of which she an 
favourite, the duke of SuiFolky bore income 
the whole odium. 

The article of the marriaj^e treaty, by \ 
M line was to be ceded to Cliarles of Anjou 
hitherto been kept secret; but as the coi 
France insisted on the performance of it, o 
were dispatched to Surienne, governor of I 
to surrender that plice. Tlie governor, 
tioning probably the legality of the order, re 
to comply until he had sustained a siege 
the count of Dunois. When reduced to 
tuiatc, he retired with his garrison toi 
Normandy ; but the duke of ^Somerset, to \ 
the provinces of France, still occupied b 
Enp;lish, were entrusted, refused to admit 
This military adventurer immediaiely dirt 
his march towards Ikittany, exacted c«in 
tions from that province: the duke of Bri 
complaineJ of this vi«^lence to the king of Fx 
his lleu;e lord; and Charles remonstrated 
the duke of Somerset, who replied, that i. 
jury was done without his privity, and it 
had no authority over Surienne and his cf 
nions. Though this answer was plausible, CI 
never wnuld admit of the apology. Mc 
iiihiitcd that the^e plunderers should be rec 
and that reparation should be made to the 
of Brittaiiv for ail tlie damages which h 
sustained; and»in order to render an accoi 
elation al)s )hi:ely impracticable, he c^tir 
thf Inss :it no Lss a sum than one million six 
Jri'd tht.ii.uind crowns. 

Sensible of the superiority which tlie pi 



Qiitants of Normandy opened « n 
»»s soon as ihe French appeared ji'ia' 
Sm. The duke of Somerfet, so 

ha.ving an army wliich could take the 
i relieve these places, was not able to 
tern with the necessary garrisons an4 
■. He retired, therefore, with the few 

which he was masier, into Rouen; and 
t sufficient, for the preietit, if he could 
t capital from the general fate of th« 
. The king of France, at the head of a 
Hk army, fifty thousand strong, pre- 
Bself before the gates; the dangeroui 
sf revolt had affected the inhabitanta; 
t called aloud for a capitulation. So- 
anable to resist, at once, both the eae- 
bjn and from without, purchased a re* 

Harfleur by the payment of fifty-six 
i crowns, by cngaifing to surrender 
Tancarvilte, Caudebec, Honfleur, and 
ices In tlic higlicr Norm.mdy, and by 

F hostages for the performance of ar- 
he governor of Honfleur refused to 
orders; upon which the earl of Shrews- 
lO was one of tile hostages, was det^iined 
; and the Englisli were thus deprived 
ily gcncr.il capable of recovering them 
i;ir present diifressed sittimion. Har- 
ie a resolute defence under sir Thomas 



by the English for the defence of i 
in France, which they had purcb 
expcnce of hlood a.nd treasure, 
up in Caen, without any prospect 
it necessary to capitulate: Fala 

Sates, on condition that the earl 
lould be restored to liberty : a 
the last place in Normandy whii 
the handx of the English, beinj 
the conquest of that important 
(peedtly finished by Charles. 

A like npid success attended t] 
in Guienne; no resistance was ms 
and the English were expelled in 
firom a province which they had 
three centuries. One fveble efl 
made to recorer it; attd though 
concluded) the war seemed to be 
from the continent the attention < 
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H tbe nrl of Canibridf^e, beheaded In the 
>ef Henry V, had traiismitted her latent, 
Ik T«I ti^Tgoctcn, claim <o her am, Richard 
SifYork 'I"hi* prince, tbu» denccndct) by 

Slwr frotn Philippa, only daiipliter of' the 
f Clitrenn, iCtond ion of Edward III. 
itly ilddd in the order of sticctwion before 
1^, who derived his descent Irom the duke 
bicaittr. third ton of that moniirch; and 
jlatni conid not, in ntuiiy reipecti, have 
linco mrre danvtroui hiindt than thow of 
^« of York. Kit-hard was a man of va- 
Ind ubilitieii, of prudence and mildneit: he 
hjoycd an opportunity^ of displaying iheic 
M in Wit- ^ovcrnmunt of Frnuce ( and thougk 
M frfim that command by the intfigueii and 
fer interest of tlic dukoof yomcrsci,hohad 
Wtty lucccmful in Ireland ; and had even 
ihie tq Bttrttli to his porion ntid (iimily the 
jiiiilion, v'hnin hL'v.;iR sent lo subdue. In 
ghl of Ills fiithci-, he hon; llie y.mk of fii ■-[ 
e<.f the l.lo.i.ti iiiid Uy \hh .st:.ti<.zi ho j^iivu 
Tcto hiitnle iWn;-d Irnm the l.imily of 
imcr, whi.l., Jiiiw-v,r, li:id hicii eclipsed 
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.)ng the rest, he was nearly allieJ 

Warwick, commonly known, fi 

|iient events, by the appellation ot 

•maker. This nobleman had distinguls 

jU' by his gallantry in the field, the he 

,- of his table, by the magnificence, and i 

4? by the generosity of his expence, and 

spirited and bold manner which attc 

. In all his actions. The undesigned 

sand c^penness of his character rendered \ 

iqucst over men's affections the more ceital 

i lebs tlian thirty tliousand persons are said 

ivc daily lived at his expence ; and his xnu 

ccnce and hospitality, with the multitude 

is retainers, distinguish him as the last of thi 

nighty barons who formerly overawed ) 

crov/n. 

But though the duke of York had numen 
and powerful partisans, his chief dependf 
was on the discontents which universally 
vailed. The people repined at the loss of 
provinces in France; and this made them c 
dtr queen Margaret as a French-woman, 
latent enemy to the kingdom. But the 
fatal blow given to the popularity of the 
of Lancaster, was the assassination of f 
tuous duke of Gloucester: by this crime tb 
in^ family suffered a double prejudice 
deprived of its firmest support, and it w 
cd with the infamy of tliat barbarous m 
The carl of Suffolk was known to J 
an active hand in the crime, and the 
which rose against him as a minister 
vourite of the queen, were thereby r 
dangerous height. The necessities of 
hud impelled him to many arbitrary 
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A tlw Commons, provoked by hU !mprudt.-ncei 
'1 challenging an inquiry iato his conduct 
t up :iu impcAcluntiiit iigninst him to ttx 
" iB of pwjrs. Afi SutFolk seem» to have be* 



IS well as a bad minister, itjis probablt 

. . c alleged chiirgus would be prgvK 

KhiiO| thuugli heninJe a resolute (kfence 



e court, alarmed at the prosecution) fell <x 

npetlieni to save him from prc«tnt ruin. Tbl 

l)t tllDiinoned all the lords, spiritual and tem 

, to his apartment: the prisoner was pro 

1 before them, and asked wliat he coulc 

1 his own defence i He denied the charge 

t lubmitted to the king's mercy : Henry es 

died himself not salis&ed with regard to xhi 

K impeachmeni for treason ; but in consider! 

D ot the second, for niiidtime^nors, he declav 

at, by virtue of Suffolk's own submission 

y any judicial authority, he banished hin 

kingdom during live years. Tlii; IitJ. iv 

ted silent; but as soon as they rcuinicJ t< 

r own house, they entered a protL-st, tli.Lt hi 

mtcnce should nowise infringe their |irivilef,'i;s 

r'-ftiid that, if Suffolk h:id insisted upon his ri;;hi 

Wid had nut voluntarily submitted to ihu kiug' 

coinmands, he was entitled to a tri:il by lAs pLi'iii 

It required little penetration lu i;u'^%i, du 

dwif irregular proceedings were njL-.uit lo l.i 

vour Suffolk, and thiit, as he still pos!.c-SM>d lli 

queen's confidence, he would, on the liisi i-i 

vounble opportunity, be ru stored io Iii'icouii 

try, and be reinstated in his tonnir iinwcr :uii 

credit. A captain of a vosstl wi-b iliuiclir 

employed by his enemies to intercepi him in In 

pasnge to France: he was sei/.ej ii:;.,i IJiivci 

bit bttd struck off on the side ol a lonj^-baai 



and h's b'^dv tKrov.n into the sea. Snch 

imbecility of the c^vernment, that no 
v.ii, rrjaJe after the actors and accorr.; 
tl:!'; arrocios'.s dc-ed cf vioience. 

The duke of Somerset irnw rnsc as a i 
and ravi/jritc ; and as he was the pers^: 
i\'h<^=m the Frer.ch provinces had been I 
p'i!>!i:, who .ilv.ays jiiJ^'e by the cer 
maJe hiTi cniallv the o:)icct of their ar. 
ar.d ]:.::rtd with ii'-s predecessor. The 
Yo. I: V.MS absent in Ireland durin;* all the: 
actions; ;ind, however much he mi;rht 
peered or"infl-iencin!T;l:ite events, thtfj-Jil 
the c^'-irt WHS not yet awakened agai: 
pop;:!ar prince. 

11'.': i.Li:::- iirs r.f the people, howevi 
set aHoat by the p.irlia.nvn'ary impca 
and by the full of so great a favourite s 
broke out in various commotions, wiii. 
so. in su:-i/rf;S'-ed; but an ins-.irreclion in 
v/a^ a:r. .. .L-d with consequences, that 
t • h: re ;arvi*id. One John CaJe, a n. 
frolmd, of I'.w c'>ndi'.ion, who had \y 
l:;j '.! to fly into France for h's crimrs, or 
turn t) Kn'^I iiiii, obscrvin:^ tlic discon! 
tii-: I '"'-iie, a V. ill. -J lii.-iisoli r,f thorn, to 
a jl.in at once oiii^'in:-.! ;r.:d d.iri::^^. I- 
f -.v: !. in: ; (;t J- n.i .ur.r-imcr; mtf-nJin; 
?■!.•.,. ■'. i, t.'i pa:; i;ini.-jir li.r a ««0!i of; 
M VI t'i\ v.::o h.id b- ■. n icntcnccd to d 
P !i .i ifiH.-iV., ;i!'J cxc'Mti-h in t; e begi:: 
\. '■> I'.i 'J, v/itli ■It a .)• T-al or ovidcnLr, 
iii;i.n a:i ihd.c me..t of hi;-:h iroaiijn p: 
a 'J 11 P.St nim. 

On rii-j tint ii.cr.tl'»n cf that popular 
the common pe-^pie of Kent, to the nui 



umd«f sir Humphrey ul>.~_ 

ted and il:iin in an action near Sevei^ 

1 CsdCt advancing with his followers 

J.pDdoa, encamped os B!ackh«atl& 

jjated by bis Ytctaij, he still mAintaiiwl 

anutce of moderation ; and tnaimiltxag 

mm 3 plausible list of grievances, pro- 

AaX when these shouM be redresicd, 

id Say the treasurer, and Cromer sJieriff 

ttt should be punished for their malver- 

J^ he woatd immediately lay down his 

' The council, perceiving the public re- 

iee 10 fight against men so reasonable is 

pretensions, carried the king, for present 

y, to KcQilworth; and the city immediately 

led its gates to Cade, who maintained, dur- 

tomc time, great order and disiiplrne 

■g his followort. But being obliged, in 

it Xa gratify their malevolence against Say 

Cromer, to put these men to death wtttiout 

ral trial, he found that, after the commission 

iis crime, he was no longer ablt' to control 

r riotous disposition, aad that lii: ^lUthority 

despised. Proceeding to acts of plunder 

violence, the citizens, who had hitlierto 

1 passive, now took the alarm; an(f, bt-inj; 

inded by adctachment of soKlicrs, sei:t tlicni 

lord Scales, governor of the tower, thi'v ic- 

*d the rebels with great slaughter. The 

■ — " were so discouraged by the liluw, 

tlut 



condign punishment. 

A strong suspicion existed among thet 
that the duke of York had secretly ii 
Cade to this attempt, to sound the dispo 
the people towards his title and family; ; 
ing he meant to return from Ireland 
armed force, they issued orders debar 
Llj ! entrance into England. The duke re 

I ; enemies, by landing with only his ord 

j; \ tinue; but their precautions convince! 

j; ' his own danger, from their jealousy. 

\ saw the impossibility of remaining a <; 

ject, and the necessity of proceeding fo: 
support of his claim. His partisans 
were instructed to maintain his right fa 
I sion, and by the established constitutic 

' kingdom; and the arguments adduce 



\ 



\ 



adlierents and those oAhe reigning tan 
divided and distracted the people. T] 
ill' Courtney and the duke of Noifolk espi 
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PfnKtitii petition against the dute 
il, lord Dudley, and several others 
; rank, praying the king to remove 
,ever from. hii> person and councils. 
a. violent attack, and supported but 
^cedents ; yet the king durst not openly 
land satisfied himself with a temporiz- 
f which only the more exposed hit 

ike of York, trusting to these symp- 
tafl«ccion, raised an army 1^ ten thou* 
'With which he marched towards Lon- 
lading a reformation of the govern- 
1 the removal of the duke of Somerset 
ewer and authority. He unexpectedly 
t gales of the city shut against him | 
It retreating into Kent, he was follow* 
jkitigi at. the head uf a superior army, 
nisued: the removal of Somerset, smi 
[Hitting TO n Iriiil ill parliament, were 
;d on; and the court prL'tendiiii:^ to 
'ith the demand, that nobleman was 
;st. The duke of York wns then per- 
pay his respects to the king in his tent; 
epeating his charge against tiie duke 
et, he w.LS surprised to see that mi- 
from behind llie curtain, a.id offer to 
his iuiiocciice. Ri^jiard nuw founil 
id been bctiaved; and that it was be- 
ssaiy, iVr hi>'uun ; ,fety, to lower liis 
s- No violence, hov.LVOr, was attempt- 
him: the nation v^ui not in a di^posi- 
bear the destructli:n ot so popular a 
id his son, who was not in the power 
rt, njiglit siiil be able to revenge his 
,11 his tntmics. He was therefore dis- 



govemmcnty and disgusted at the new c 
€>if the French, came to London* and o 
return to their allegiance under Hern 
earl of Shrewsbury, with a body of eig 
11 sand men, was sent OTer to support then 

'' ; deauz opened its gates to him: he mad 

I master of Fronsac, Castillon, and son 

places; but, as Charles hastened to r 
dangerous invasion, the fortunes of the 
were soon reversed. Shrewsbury, a ^ 
warrior, above fourscore years o£ m 
battle: his conquests were lost; and 

! of recovering the province crf'Cascony 

I ever extinguished. 

! Though it has egah^en the cvfse of 

to be encumberedlpmh continental po 
the people ezpxi|fi8ed great discontent o 
c'.ision, and threw all the blame on the 
While they were in this disposition, tb 

M delivery of a son, who received the 



ttuT the council, deititute of tlii* 
rending thcm>«lvvi unuble to resist 
BJT, vtTo obliRi-d to yield to the 
toy Mni Komvr^i-t to thr iciweri And 
ifchftrd lieiiteiv.im of ihc kingdonti 
10 opm und hold a KCKion of parli' 
M uiMfflblv nlsd, ulcinjt into cotim- 
imOt of tho kin^dnm. created him 
Hrtng pleiiturc. Yet ihc duke, in> 
||[ng tn«Ri to mnkc further concrt- 
led somewhat timid and irretolute, 
Mnft the powi-r which wui tendered 
^dvairtd that it mijtht 1>P recorded 
ki that thi> uuthority whs cnnfcrrcd 
i^irown five motion, without wiT 
m bitownpiirti and expreiied hii 
Iwy would Bntiii him in the fiercii» 
boderaiiim of Richard wm certainly 
I thotij^h verr nmiitbla ; y«t was it 
:h had cnnmqui'nce* in the pre«ent 
id, hy jjlvln;; tinn: to the animo^itiM 
o ri^e undfetmrnt, it proved the 
those furious w.irs and commoiioni 
d. 
lies ..f the duke -f Y^ rl; snim found 



l;: 



1 iinmil llir iUDl'Ttcr'Jiip iit'the 
S>;iii>i:i.'t li'uiii till' lower, and 



^mit the administration into the 1 
nobleman. Richard» sensiUe of i 
^ ^ to which he was exposed* levied a: 
but still without advancing any pretei 
the crown. He complained only of th 
ministers, and demanded a reformatio 
government. A hattle, however, was f 
St. Alban*s» in which the Yorkists, wit) 
fering any material loss, slew aboot fi 
sand of their enemies; among whom ' 
duke of Somerset, the earl of Northum 
the earl of Stafford, eldest son of the 
Buckingham, lord Clifford, and mac 
persons of distinction. The king hin 
into the hands of the duke of Yorkt whc 
him with great respect and tenderness 
was only obliged, which he regarded ii 
no hardship, to commit the vraole aotl 
the crown into the hands of his rival. *! 
the first blood spilt in that fatal quarrel 
the houses of York and Lancaster, whit 
during thirty years, and which is com 
have cost the lives of eighty princes of tl 
and almost entirely annihilated the an( 
bility of England. 

After all,' it v^s not difficult to wre 
from hands so little tenacious as thos 
duke of York : Margaret availing herse 
prince's absence, and of rather a bettei 
health in Henry, produced the latter b< 
house of lords, where he declared his i 
of resuming the government. To this 
the house of lords assented, though t 
recently acknowledged Richard as pi 
and the king Avas reinstated in his a 
without any open opposition. 
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■ «utward reconciliation was procured by 
Rinioftho ar^hbiohop ot' Camerbiiry , be- 
B [baTiTal tuctioni; but it was impossible 
More tnitt and conAdeiice. One of tha 
k K^nne. hiiving insulted a retainer of tha 
af Warwick'ii their companion! on both 
look part in the quanel: a. fierce combat 
d] and the earl, apprehend ing his life to tie 
-i at, ded to C^is; the government uf 
kgitve liim the command ot'theonly regubr 
"J force maintained by England ; and both 
, in every county, niade preparations for 
ittg the contest by force of arms. 
It cari of Salisbury, m^trching to join tha 
sf 'l ork, was overtaken nt filore-Iieath, on 
krsof Slaffurdshirei by lord Audley, 
SOinmaaded much superior forcec A small 
tt with sieap banks rao between Um armies. 
Anry h«i'e supplied hit defect in numbers by 
tagem. He teigiied a retreat, and alliitiid 
Iky to follow him with precipitation: but 
a the van of the royal army had passed the 
Jt, Salisbury suddenly turned upon them j 
partly by the surprise, partly by the ilivi- 
of the enemies' forces, put them to the 
e ; and reached the general rendezvous of 
Iforkists at Ludlow. 

o the same place, the aarl of Warwick 
lehi over a choice bt)dy of veterans from 
us, on whom it was thought the lorione of 
war would much depend; but this rcintorce- 
t occasioned, in the issue, the immediate 
of the duke of York's pitrty. When the 
i KTiny approached, and a general action 
every hour eipected, sir Andrew Trollop, 
commanded the veterans, deserted to tl)a 
cc 2 kiag 



leaden, escaped to Calais, wben 

Eulari'ty among all orders of nei 
im partisans; while the friends 
York, in England, kept themseh 
ill readiness, to rise on the first si 
Warwick having net with sORl 
cesses at sea, landed in Kent. ^ 
Salisbury, and the earl of Marchi 
tbe duke of Yoik; and being met 
and other persons of distinctioi 
amidst the acclamations of the p 
don. The city immediately ope 
him I and his troops increasing ' 
inarch, he soon found himself in 
fi.ce the Toyal anny, which hasi 
▼entry to atuelt him. A battle 
Northaraptan; and was soon d 
the royalists by the infidelity a 
Ruthin, who, commanding He 
serted to the enemy during the 
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ttKtiKcnt being summnned in the king'i 
It Westminster, the duke soon after iAp< 
. there from Ireland ) and stating to tht 
of peers his own claim, exhorted ihem tc 
lice to the lineal succession. The lordi 
led for some time in suspense ; but ar 

declared in favour of the claim of th( 
f York. 

iu decreed, however, that Henry should 
le to posaess the dignity during the re< 
erof his life; that the adminisirntion ol 
untry should in the raean while remair 
Lichard ; and that he should be acknow- 

the true and lawful heir of the monarchy 

decision the duke acquiesced j and Hen 
d he even l>een at liberty, would not pro 
dive objected to it. 
'high ipirited Margaret, however, spume* 

compact, and resolved to assert in armi 
jhts of her family. After the battle o; 
impton, she had fled to the north, wherf 
fabiliiy, insinuation, and address, amon^ 
rthern barons, raised her an army twent) 
nd strong, with a celerity which was nei- 
(peered by her friends, nor apprehendec 

duki! of York, informed of her appear 
I the north, hastened thither with a bod) 
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vrho possessed personal bravery in a' 
degree, thought that he should be fo 
graced, if by taking shelter behind 
should for a moment resign the v'n 
woman. He therefore descended into 
and offered battle to the enemy, whii 
stautly accepted. The great inequali 
bcrs was sufficient alone to decide th 
but the queen, by sending a detachr 
fell on the rear of the duke's army, rei 
advantage still more certain and u; 
The duke himself was killed in the ac 
his head was, by Margaret's orders 
the gates of York, with a paper crow 
sion of his pretended title. His son, i 
Rutland, a very promising youth of 
was murdered in cool blood, by lore 
in revenge for the less of his father, a 
tie of St. Albans. The earl of Sali! 
wounded and taken prisoner, and im 
beheaded, with several other persoi 
tinction, by martial law, at Pomfre 
fell near throe thousand Yorkists in t 
the duke himself was greatly and Justlv 
by his own party. He perished in tl 
year of his ago, and left three sons, 
Geor^»-e, and Richard, with three c 
Anne, Eli/abeth, and Margaret. 

'I'he queen, after this important vi 
vided lier army. She sent the smalle: 
under Jasper Tudor, earl of Pemb 
bn)ther to the king, against Edward, 
duko of Yrrk; and herself marched 
larger towards I^cndon, where the ear 
xvicfc bad been left with the commai 
Yorkists. Pembroke was defeated b' 



^Mikt's cross in Herefordshire, \.-ith the 
.sear four thouf^und men. He hiirtuilf 
I by.fligbti but his father, sir 0«'en Tu- 
as taken prisoner, and immediaiely be- 
..by £<lwBrii's orders. Margaretj boii-» 
Bon compensated this defeat by a victory 
Ae oblajiied over the earl of Warwick, 
Albans, whith bad already lieen dyed 
nil gore. About two thousand three 
(lof tbe vanquished, perished in the bat- 
pursuit ; and the jierson of the kiog fell 
Bto the hands of bis a\m party. 
queen reaped no great advantage from 
tory. Edward duke of York advanced 
er from the other side ; andtnllccting the 
I of Warwick's army was soon in a con- 
xt give her battle with superior forces, 
e of her dan^C', she found itneces^ary to 
towards ihe north; and Edward entered 
lital amidst the acclamations of the citi- 
Inscead of evincing the timid caution of 
er, be deiermined to avail himself of his 
■ity, and to assume at once the name and 
of kiiip-. His army was ordcicd to as- 
in St. John's Fields; great numbers of 
urrounded them; a suitable harangue was 
need t" tliis miied multitude; and when 
Jemanded, whether they would accept (jt 
J, eldest son of the late diifce of Yoi k, for 
ng? ihey expressed tbeir assent by loud 
mSl acclamations. A great number of 
, lords, magistrates, and olber persons of 
ion, were ncitt assembled at liaynard's 
who ratified ihe popular election; „ jj 
: new king was prociainied in Lun- i /,-i ' 
^ the title of Edward IV. ' ■ 

In I 
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In this manner ended the reign of ¥ 
z monarch who, while in his cradle, 
proclaimed king hoth of France and 
and who began his life with the mosl 
prospects that any prince in Kurope 
enjoyed. His weakness and his disp 
were the chief causes of the public c: 
but whether his oueen, and his minisi 
not also guilty of some great abuses < 
is not easy for us at this distance of tii 
termine. 

The most remarkable law which 
this reign, was for the election of coui 
bers. After the fill of the feudal syj 
distinction of tenures was in some mes 
and every freeholder was, by degrees, 
to give his vote. This innovation wa 
casion of great disorder ; and in the ei 
tenth of Henry the sixth, laws wen 
which limited the electors to such as 
forty shillings a year in land, free froi 
dens ; a sum equivalent to near twent 
of our present money. It should als 
served, that the first instance of debt b 
tracted on parliamentary security ( 
this reign. 

Whatever might be the imputatio 
last reign, the new one commenced n 
more happy auspices. The peaceful 
Edward the fourth concealed an heart 
against the emotions of compassion. < 
dett, a tradesman of London, who ke 
at the sign of the Crown, having jocul 
that he would make his son heir to tl 
this pleasantry wtis interpreted into a 
of Edward's title; and be was condcn 
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ilt-lor the nffence. Similar acts of ty- 
were proper prelmJc; to the evi'iits which 
[( and the scaffold, as well as the field, 
pitly streanieil with the noblest blood uf 
1^. From long animosity, the enntend- 
jpilie! were becume implacable ; tlie par- 
of the house uf Lancaster chose the red 
] their mark of distinction ; those of York 
jpnpminated from the white; and these in< 
wars which harassed England, weru thus 
) over Europe by the na.ine' of the quarrel 
to tlie two roses. 

ijipirit of Marearct was not yet broken ; 
d collected in Yorkshire an army of sixty 
pd strong; and the king and the earl of 
fck hastened with forty thousand men 
pck her progress. In a Kkirmish for the 
B of the river Ayre, the Yorkists were 
iback wit^ great sbiigbter. The carl of 
ick dreading the consequence of this dia- 
at a time when a deciiive action was 
hour expected, immediately ordered his 
to be brought hint, which he stabbed 
the whole army ; and, kissing the hilt of 
ford, swore that he was detiTiiiincd to 
:he fiite of the mc:inest soldier. And, to 
he greater security, a proclamation wys 
: time issued, giving to every one full li- 
to retire; but menacing the ieverest j>n- 
;nt to [hose who should discover any synip- 
if cowardice in the ensuing batile. 
last, the hostile armies mtt ;it Toutou; 
fierce and bloody battle ensiu-d, whicli 
in a total victory on the side uf ihe 
its. l',dwjrd issued orders Ic. j;i\c no 
T. The routed army wjs piiisuLd ui 
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vrtio was now engaged in tienry's ] 
brou, ht u pri seiner to t- dward ; and 
after, heheiuieJ by marti'-il law at Yor 
Menry and Margaret had remaine 
during the aciion ; but learning ihi 

( tlteir army, and being sensible that 

yxus irrecoverably lost, they flid with 
cip^tation into Scotland, accojnpanii 
duke of Exeter, who, though he ha 
Edward's sister, )>ad taken ]j^tx witi 
castrians, and by Henry i uke of hon 
principal commander in the unfurtui 
of Touton. 

During these civil commotions in 

the Scots had been in a manner pd 

]| present king James III. was a mino: 

regency was disputed by the queei 

and the family of Douglas. Margi 

(4 Scotland little lest distracted than 

i|jl; but on her oflfering to the council to 
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Bng- die FOTeminent. That assembi. 
• heiiitnted between the two families ; a 
ited the title of Edward, and piissed a>i 

attainder against Heniy and Margaret, 
t their infant son Edward, and several of 
viocipal adherents. 

aestic peace, h'lWever, was not yet rc- 
, nor was tliete wanting danger from the 
of foreign powers. Lewis ihe eleventh, 
luicet was of an intrieuinE and politic 
1 1 and to keep alive Ctie names of civU 
4 in England, be sent a body of two 
fid men at arms to the assistance of 
'* These enabled Margaret again to 
t* Geld ; but, though reinforced by a nu- 
■ train of adventurers from Sk'otland, 
C many partisans of tlie family of Lan- 

slie received a check at Hedgley-more 
ord Montagu, brother to the earl of War- 
who was so encouraged with this suc- 
Mt while a numerous reinforcement was "^ 
Lr march to join him by orders from Ed- 
be ventured with his own troops alone 
ck the Lancastrians at Heiham, and ob- 
a complete victory over them. The duke 
nerset, the lords Roos and Hujigerford 
aken in the pursuit, and inimedi.iicly bc- 
I by martial law. Summary justiie was 
- manner cxetuicd on several persons of 

All those who were spared in the field 
d on the scaffold j and the utter excermi- 

of their adversaries was now become the 
t object of the York party. 

fate of the ex-royal family deserves to 
orded. Margaret, flying with her son 
f«resc was twset, during the darkness of 
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tlic nij^Vit, by robbers, who despn 
risi^s and jewels, aad treated her 
til dignity. The partition of t 
raised a quarrel among them ; 
attention %vas thus engaged, she 
tunity of plunging with her son 
of the forest, where she wanderec 
spent with hunger and fatigne, ; 
ed with terror and afRiction. 
wretched condition, she saw a r 
with his naked sword ; and findi 
no means of escape, with singi 
mindy she advanced towards hir 
ing to him the young prince, cal 
** Here, my friend, I commit tc 
safety of your king's son." T. 
humanity and generous spirit hac 
not entirely lost, by his viciou 
was charmed with the confide 
him; and vowed, not only to a 
injury a^iiinst the princess, but 
self entirely to her service. By 
dwelt some time concealed in 
was at last conducted to the scj 
she made her escape into Flande 
thence to her father's court, \ 
several years in privacy and re* 
husband was neither so fortunat 
rous in finding the means of esc 
his friends took him under their 
. |v oonvryed him into Lai 
./ -* he remained concealed 
but he was at last deteit( 
to Kdward, and tlirown into thi 
prcr.crvation of his life was ov 
generosity of his enemies^ th; 



tJincJ of hh aljili- 



ftprtionment of Henrj-, ibc cjpuUinn 
mt, and the ccrctttinn nnd cnnfiicntiun 

I most eminent LMne;irtrian», sccincd 
HiJl spcurity to Edw;ird'i govcnimont. 

prince had no couner vanquished his 
uiita he delivered himself to the im- 
tit amorous passinni. Kli/abeih Grey 
httr of the dutches! of Bedford, by hep 
iurriiige witli sir Richard Woodvillc, 
Iridow of lir John Grey of Groby, who 
n ihiin in the second battle ol" St. 
Sghtinff on the side of Lancuater, find- 
nibana's estate confiscated, seized the 
StTi when the king was on a viiii to the 
fcf Bedford, to entreat his pity for her 
IAirI and distressed children. The 
io mtTch beauty in affliction, strongly 
Edward; and he was reduced in hi'i 
he posture of a supplicant at tiie feci 
leth. But the lady was either averse 
nourable love, or inflamed witli aju- 
.nd the caresses and importunities of 
■^ and amiable Edward proved frnir- 
m hfr rigid and inflexible virtue. His 
stimulated bv (ippositinn, carried liini 

II bound-:; ;md he offered t.. share with 
e:m as well as his tjirone. The mar- 
1 privately celcbijited at Grafton ; an<l 
t was carefully kept for a liitie, from 
ma to which the ktn^ was reduced. 

his fit'-t inrervicw with I'.li/alielh 
ward had eau \m eye on Bona of S-.i- 
r of ihc qiii'L-n oi' Fiance, who, he 
ould, by her m:nria;re, eniure him the 



tnairiage for the Tc-mgt hii pre 
accepted ; and nothing remaii 
filiation of the ternii agreed oni 
over the princess to England 
in [his state, when the secret o 
riage broLe out, and the haugh 
himself i^ronted, immediately 
land, inflamed with rage and in 
£dward was little careful to 
nation or apology. 

Every incident now tende 
breach between the king and t 
ject. All preferments and hoi 
ed on the queen's friends and 
wick bore with impatience tl 
his influence; and the nobility 
vyinjr the sudden growth of 
partook in his discontent ; bi 
siderable associate tlia: he gai 
duke of Clarence, die king's 



Ber person to »Dppo»e the dark jv ^ 

'ambition of Lewis the elevcnti 
ho formed a league with the duke of ' 
pbui from these foreign negociationg 
tti vras withdrawn hy domesiic insur- 
The improper application of mme 
)e revenue of St, l^onard's hospital, 
^ which had been destined for the re. 

poor, prtivoked the common people 
i; urm*. These being headed by tir 
Vil xndtirjtihn C'iniers, defeated and 
til the carl of Pembroke ; and seizing 
^Rivers, the father of the queeni with 
Im, imTnediately eKeeutcd tnem. 
'riiade rests on this part of the EnglJuh 
Bd the real views and objects of the 
Rcuirs cannot now be developed with 
•of certainty. At the commencement 
Aiellion, VvarwicJc resided, together 
sn-in-law the duke of Clarence, in hii 
lit of Calais; and it appears, that his 
lontagu acted with vigour against the 
■ebels. We may thence presume, that 
rection had not proceeded from the 
uniels and instigation of Warwick. 
,'Iarence indeed came over to t.ngland, 
eir service to Edward, were received 
my apparent suspicion, and weie en. 
>Y him ill the highest commands. 
;r, we find the rebels quieted and dis. 

a general pardon granted by Edward, 
ggc St ion of the earl of Warwick; but 
3urageous a prince, if secure of War- 
elity, should have granted a general 
men who had been guilty of such 
o D 2 violent 



violent ami personal (»iitra^cs» is 
nt>r why ibal nobleman, il' un 
)i;ivL' ciu1i*uv(/uicd lo appease a 
which lie was able to reap &i 
To solve this difHciilty we may 
utier lliib insuneclii»n, there wa 
peace, iluriii^ which the king lo 
oi Nevil w ith liunours and tavc 
c*t nature; yet it was notion^ 
ward» being iuviicd to a feast b; 
vi' York, a younger brother of 
taincd a sudden suspicion that 1 
sei/e his person or to murder hi 
sequence abruptly left tlie enter 

Another rebellion, which is as 
for as the preceding events, 
tliis ; but it does not appear tha 
Ncvil had any particular interes 
where it broke out, or were :it 
fomenting it. It arose in Linco 
headed by sir Robert Welles, so 
iJiat name. The anny of the n 
to tliirty thousand men; but tl 
defeated the in, took their comm 
and ordered him immediately t( 

Edward, duiing these transa 
tertained so little jealousy of thi 
wick cr duke of Clarence, that Ik 
C()mi7]issioi]rrs of aruy to h-v] 
the rebels ; but these piuleconie 
tlu'y leit the C(iurt, raised trui-^ 
xianie, issued decl.»rati(^ns agaii 
Yiient, and coinpl.iined of grie^ 
Moiis, and bad irinl^Lers. The 
leat of Welles dlscOiu:eiU'd all t 
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■ obliged lu diibftnd therr irmTt 
110 DeTornhire, wliecee thty em- 
tKade sail tawsrds CaUix. 
ji^overn^ri whom Warwick had 
I WM one VaucItT. » Ga»con, who 
Mtiirn in thii miiembl* condition, 
[admittance] nor would he permit 
»en of Chrence to Vutd, though s 
Stfon) she had been delivered <« 
fa ion, and wai Ht that ttmv much 
I A little wine for the use ot the 
ithat he would luffer to be c.irricd 
lot he lecrett? palliated his enndnct 

Lby allcRinc that the fimress wai 
lith prnvi>iont. and that he conld 
SI nhedience of the ([arrison. The 
eeted to be convinced [ and h»T. 
Hue Flemish vetsela, he immediately 
wards I'Vancp. 

of trance received him with the 
monstrations of icfrard, and iealoua 
ice between Edward and the ouke of 
he hoped to ni.ike him his insiru- 
■establishing the house of Lancaster, 
uld exceed the animosity which had 
tctwcL'ii that house and the earl of 
But his presimi distresses, and the 
F Lewis, made him he.irkeu to term* 
idation i and Margitrct being sent for 
m, sphere she then residedi an agree- 
ed by mutual interest, was looncon- 
vcen ihem. It was stipulatetl that 
liould espouse the canse of Henry, 
;uir to restore him to liberty, and to 
liim on the throne ; that theadmi- 
liic gtivvintuL-rtt, during the minority 
auli of 



of young Fdwardy Henxy's son, 
trusted conjointly to the carl of ' 
the duke of Clarence ; that prince E 
Duirry the lady Anne, second daut 
nobleman ; and that the crown, i 
failure of male issae in that pri;i< 
scend to the duke of Clarence, 
e&clubioa of the reigning kins^ and 
^ -r^ Edward, apprised of w] 
1 x-n ' pliice, foresaw that it woi 

' * dissolve an alliance: com^ 
discordant materials. He emplo 
the train of the dutchess of Clarci 
sent to tlie duke the imprudence 
uection he had formed with the 
Lis father, and the implacable cnei 
roily ; and Clarence, struck with i 
his situation, on a promise of foi 
cretly engaged to abandon the Lane 
l>uring this negotiation, Warwicl 
cretly carrying on a correspondcnc 
nature witn his brother, the man 
tague, who was entirely trusted by '. 
like motives produced a like resol 
nobleman, Coufiding in this pro 
port, Warwick availed hin:<eli' o, 
cross the channel with a body of F 
and landed at Dartmouth, accoi!i| 
duke of Clarence. 

Edward, though brave and acti 
foresight. He had n-.dde r.u prcpar 
event ; and when warned 1\\ iIk- 
^',undy of his danger, he had iii'^wei 
for notlilr.i; iiiorcthan to sue \V;i;> 
liJi ground. The proJigiou.^ pojM 
«v'ji, cl rial r.obluiar., il:c -li-.J: l«! 



n-siid liie ipirii of dtseontmt with 
py were infected, drew Midi muUitudea 
■fudithut in a very few UayiiKit iirmy 
no «ixt]r tli»u!i:ind nien< uiid vit con* 
Kreuin)(. Kdwurd, vtio had brcn cn< 
fjupprcssing a rebellion in the north, 
Med snuthwards to rncouutor Kimi 
wo armies approjchcj c^ich other near 
Kfa, The r.ipiJity of Warwick'* pro* 
i incapacitmcJ iIk- dulce of Clarence 
iMtinp tit plan of (roAcIicry [ but tlie 
MMoni.igiic.haviiiffuonccrtcdineiiMiret 
Uhenintt, took to artnn in tht* ni^^ht- 
rtiiUtened with l»ud acclumiuions tu 
l^luarterc.. The king «'») iil.inueJ hi 
Lind Btai ling from bed, heard the cry 
wtallr employed by ilic LsiKSiirLin 
mr'i Ilattings, hii> chamberlnini inform- 
j^ die danger, urged him to make his 
r speedy fliglit, from an army where lie 
,wiy concc:ucd enemies, and where few 
Ecalmisly aitai-lied to hii service, lie 
time to get rn horseback, and t" hurry 
oall reiinuc to I.ynne inNorfolk, where 
une ships ready, he instantly eniliarkcJ, 
S carl of U'aruick, in no longer space 
en days from !iis first laiidiiijj, was Itl't 
(iter of the kingdom, 
dward's .laiigtT did nol. end ulrh Jii? 
tion. The Kaslerlings or ILini-Toivn'. 
w at war, bolh with France iiml Eng- 
id some ships of tlicse people liovoriii;; 
nglish coast, espied the king's vessels, 
; chase to llieni ; nor was it witlioul ei- 
Ecutty that lie nude lii^ escape intoihe 
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port of Alcmaer in Holland, where he ! 
almost destitute of every thing. 

The duke of Burgundy was cmbarras« 
to receive the abdicated monarch ; and 
already to hold out, that his conncctior 
\vith the kin;»dom of England, not wi 
kinc;. Vaucler, the deputy-governor of 
di*mred with great demonstrations of J 
Mr. old party ; and every thing promise* 
settlement ot the English crown in the fai 
A -wv L;inca5iter. Henry had been dc 
I '^.' from the Tower, and proclaimc 

' ' with great solemnity ; every 
made during the reign of Edward was n^] 
aiui that prince was declared to be an us 

Kdward, liowever, being assisted by tl 
of Burgundy, liis brother-in-law, thoup 
covert way, hastened to ii'turn : and in 
to lake revenge on his enemies, made an j 
to land witli his forces, wliich exceeded i 
thousand men, on the coast of Norfolk, 
there repuls(?d, he sailed northwards, a 
embarked at Ravenspur in Yorkshire. 1 
that the new magistrates, who had b< 
pointed by the can of Warwick, kept I 
]>le every where from joining him, he pre 
and even made oath, that he came not ' 
lenge tlie crown, but only the inhtrilanc' 
hoTiseof York, which of right belonged 1 
and that he did not intend to disturb tli 
of the kiiigdom. 

This affected moderation, every day \ 
new partisans to his standard : he was ac 
into the city of York ; and was soon in 
ftituatiou us gave him hopes of succeedir 



IPr clahns und pretensions. Waivick 

id an Tlrmy at Leicester, with nii in. 
if meetingi und of giving battle to th« 
(but Filw;irdt by taking another road, 
im unmolested, and pi-esenled hinibeir 
K gates ot Lnnduu. He was readily 
i-into a. capital, the inhabitants of which 
|e with pleasure on his fontier courteous 
liliar demeanor i and Henry, destined 

Erpetual sport of fortune, again fell 
ds ofhis enemies. 
, without waiting the arrival of 
krgaret, who was hastening to England, 
ofoTcedby his son-in-law Clarence, and 
iet, the marquis of Montague, look post 
t, in the vicinity of London, His bro- 
JBtague seems to have remained sin- 
Bached to the interests of his family : 
Wi-tn-law, thoush bound to him by evory 
■nour and gratitude, though he shared 
!r of the regency, though he had been 
by Warwick in all the honours and pa- 
of the house of York, resolved to fulfil 
t tfnjjagements which he had formerly 
th his brottier, and to support the irnc- 
his own family. Accordingly, he dc- 
. Edward ill the night-limf, and c^iriii-d 
ody of twelve thousand men along witli 
Warwick was now ino Vat advaiiied tn 
and as he rejected wah <li.-Jai,i [l;e 
accommodation offered by i:^ilM;irJ .nui 
■, he w:i.s obliged to hazard a );i'ii(rjl 
lent, 'i'hc battle was fought wilh ol)- 
in both sities; and the victory remaiacd 
lecided heiwcen thtm. But an accident 
le balance to tl.e side of the Yorkists. J 
Edward's I 



vvJirwicK, concrarj so nis umu 
gaged that (Uiy on foot, Tciolvin 
army that he meitnt to iharc even 
them, unit w;is skin in the thicl 
eagemeiic. His brother underwi 
nte i and as Eiiward had issued 

S'tc any quarter, a great and ui 
auffhtcrwas made in the pursuit 
The very day on which this li 
wasfou(^ht, queen MiiTgaiet '<tnd 
nhout eiditeen years of age, and a 
i^f great Dopes, l^inded at Weymov 
by a small body of French furces 
princess received intelligence of J 
captivity, and of the defeat and des 
of Warwiclc, her counige, which 1 
licr under so many disastroui evet 
deserted her; and she immediate 
the dismal consequences of thin c 
first die tnok sanctuary in the ib 
lipit ! hilt- Vi^inw *nmiir«t»^ hv th. 



ns Edward at Tcukc^ 
ihe Severn. The Lan- 
\j defeated : the earl 
mloc were killed in t 
net, and about twenty 
m, having taken shelwr 
[ged out) and inunedi-. 
army was entirely dis- 

her unhappy ion being 
Might to the king, he 
insulting manner, how 
ominions i The young 

his high birth than iS" 
id, thathe came thither 
race. The ungenerous 

answer, and in&ensiblt 

face with his gauntlet ; 
;e and Gloucester, lord 
s Gray, tating the blow 

violence, hurried the 
rtment, and there dis- 
aggers. Margaret was 
wlmrt: her husband ex- 

baitle ol Teuke!;hury : 
urd or violent death is 
■d, and wj^ generally 
' Gloucester killed him 

the universal odium 
urred, inclined perhaps 

liis crimes, by adding 

ward, who was . ^ 

bU tv resist tlie allurer , 
meats ; 
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monts of prosperity. He now devotct 
to pleasure and aiimscment ; but was sv> 
trom his lothargy by the prospect o 
cini«iiu»sts. He formed a league with 
of rnirjxun«.ly to invade France ; for th' 
he ohrai-.ied from parliament a tentli 
or two slii ninths in the pound ; which 
onlv :il,i(><)l> and they added to thl 
wl.olo tifteenth, and throe quarters of 
h'U j>i the kint^ deemed these sums sti 
t.> the undei raking, he attempted tole 
|iv w:iy ot btftfvohnce \ a kind of exact: 
evrept during the reigns of Henry the 
RIciiard the second, had not been n 
ti^cd ill tbrmer times, and which, t 
consent of the parties was pretended to 
could not be deemed entirely voluntar 
. y. Duo preparations being : 

.' .* king passed over to Calais 
'**'' army of fifteen hundred mor 
Hnd fifteen thousand archers ; but all 
i^f conquest were damped, by Hn 
t'^.e constable, St. Pol, on whose re^ 
p«.Tidj*d, neither received him into th 
whicli he was master, nor did tl>e du 
gundy biing him the smallest assiuai 
ciroiimst.mce gave him great disgu 
c lined liim to listen to the pacitic pi 
Lewis, who i'on rented to pay Edwan 
five thvnis.md crowns, on conditio) 
should immediately withdraw his a 
France ; and promised to pay him lifty 
crowns a year during their joint live 
farther stipul.ued, tliat the dauphir 
ar'-e, should marrv Edward's eldest 
aud the^e articles were ratided in a pi 



ifth'the-tfto monarcTii had near 

IBwthp principal articles of lhi« treary. 
it liitle honourable 10 cither. Lewii, 
ttid himself some credit by siipiil^niiw 
Biyff queen Marfr^rct, who, thoiijrfii 
ItMn of her hli'^b^nd and xon, the cnitU 
■ be fbnnidablc lo jrovemmetvi, wrw 
taed in cmtody by Edward. I.ewiJ 
teousand crowns for hcrrnnsom [ and 
ICM, who had been so active on the 
the world, nnd who had e»pcriencc4 
■Sety of fortune, ]>a!iiied tJie rettinindtT 
tjft m tranquillity nnd privacy, till tJie 
, when she died. 

I F^lwitrd hftd so little reasomio he «• 
il rfic conduct of the duke of I)iir(;ntidy, 
id to that prince a power of uecedinj; 
i treaty ; but Charles, when the olTet 
* him, hinj;htily replied, ihiit he wai 
ipport hiniielf wilhnul ihe assi«anee 
d, and that he would make no peace 
il till three months after I'.dward's ri'- 
lis own cciimtry. This piinir pd^se^i^cd 

: ilefc'clivt- ill piilicy ;inii ptii.k-uee, |>i'. 



:e ;i]ul lovt- ol' j.lf.iMirL-, 
.uilytoviWakL-tMexurcisc 
i', r,wn f;imil>-. Tlic <l.ike 
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* twcnty-ihird of his reigr 
daughters, Edvi'ard letc two i 
prince of Wales, his successor, t 
Ibtjiilh year, ^nd Richard duke 
year* younger. From his event 
characUT of this sovtreign ma 
duced. It is not one on which thi 
can dwell uith satisfaction. 

Edward, on his death bed, ha 
regency to his brother the dute 
thea absent in the north, and h( 
though ineffectually exhorted the 
live in peace and unaitimity, du 
years of his son. No sooner, ho' 
eyes closed, than their jealousies 
uU were ar.iious to conciliate th< 
duke of Gloucester. 

That prince, whose arnbttion y 

tVi- thrm-» . Kit Ko 'r.rn^MrlA.4 1 
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R, attended by a numerous trjin of the 
gentry. Wlien he reached Nonhamp- 

fs joined by the duVe of BTickingham, 
also attenrfed by a spkndid reiinne ; . 
S heard that the kine was hourly ei- 
th.1t road, he resolved to wait his 
IBider colour of condoctinj; him thence 
tlo London. The earl or Rivers, ap- 
te that the place would be too narrow 
b so many attendantB, sent his pupil Fot- 
jituiother road to Stony Stratford ; and 
■■■elf to Northampton, in order to pay 
^ to the dtifce of Gloucester. He was 
f%ith the greatest appearance of cor- 
^sed the evening in an amicable man- 
Cloucester and Buckingham ; and pro- 
fa the road with them ne*t day to join 
! But on entering Stony Stratford, he 
[ted by orders from tlie duke of Glouces* 
Cher with sir Richard Gray, one nf the 
ions, and instantly conducted to Pom- 
loucester approached the young prince 
greatest demonstrations of respect ; and 
ired to satisfy him with regard to the 
committed on his uncle and brother t 
/ard was too much attached to these 
ittons, to dissemble his displeasure at 
ment they had experienced, 
e intelligence of this revolution, the 
d to the sanctuary of Westminster, at- 
y tlie marquis of Dorset ; and carried 
he five princesses, together with the 
ifork, Bui Gloucester, anxious to have 
of York also in his power, made use of 
bishops of Canterbury and York, who, 
' the villain's artifice, prevailed on the 



Tht ccuncil, without waiting for 
of p.irliament, had iiive^teJ the du 
cciter with [he high dignity of pri 
l.jiiiig ii I'm succced-'.l in his t 
Irr.ger he-itatej in removing all the 
whiiii hiy between him and the thro 
he ri;inlvcd tu wade t]:rough blood. 
if the earl of Rivers, and of the otl 
dcraiiicd ill Pomfret) wis firit deter 
i'.c eiuily obtained tlie consent of 
Bui:kiii^'hH.ni, as well iis of lord I 
this viiilt'nt and sjiiguiiuuv ueasun 
j/romptly eieeuteJ. 

'r.hi: priticctor tlien assa.iled the dt 
ii>jjham, and by spcci'ius argument 
iii gitat private adv;i;-.taf;e, oblainc 
apromiiStjf ^upporti:ii>hini inalihis 
but on sounding lijrj Hastings, he 
n-^bicman in^pregn;tble in hisalleglai 



ieefiM* ihey should entCT on businesaj 
»ing paid some compliments to Mortoo 
tot" riy, on tile cxcclkut strawberries 
tt T*i*e<i in liiii gHTdtn at Holbom, bfl 
llic fiivour of having a dish of them, 
of couri* was readily accorded. The 
it then left tlie council, as if called away 
i other business ; but lioan after ix'tum* 
k an angry and tudamed countenance, 
tt them, what punishmenc thoie deserved 
d plotted against Ait life, who wjs so 
Wlated to the kingi and was entrusted 
iB'admtnistratioi] of government? Has- 
Qilicd, thnt ihey merited the punishment 
ITS. " These traitors," cried tlie protector, 
ie torceress. my brother's wife, and Jane 
""s miitress, with others theii 



ibal a condition they have reduced me bv 

i:aniat>onE and witchcriift;" upon whicn 
L>;irc hii arm, all shrivelled and decayed, 
lunsellors, who knew that this infirmity 
ended him from his birth, looked on each 
with amaz.ement ; and particularly lord 
i;s, wlio, as he had since Edward's death 
d in an intrigue with Jane Shore, was 
ly anxious lonccrniii^ the issue ot these 
dinary procci-diiigs. " Certainly, my 
said he, " if tliey be guilt)' of these 
they deserve the severest punishment," 
do you reply to me," exclaimed the pro. 
" with your ifs and your aiids '. You are 
ef abettor of that witch Shore ; you are 
fa traitor : and 1 swear by -St. Paul, that 
not dine before your head be bniught 
Jnttantly, he struck the table with his 
hand i 



then commanded to repeat the 
duke's speech ; but the man, w 
the office, took care to have it i 
he only conveyed to them the sc 
of Buckingham. Still the audii 
profound silence : '* this is wondi 
cried the duke : " express yot 
Jiiends, one way or other : wh 
you on this occasion, it is mere 
gard which we bear to you. Th 
tnoDs have sufficient authoTily.w 
sent, to appoint a king ; but 1 1 
to declare in plain tenni, whe: 
will have the duke of Gloucesa 
reign?" On this, some of the mea 
incited by the protector's and Bt 
vaRts, raised a feeble cry of « 
Richard!" This was jndged suffi 
ingham, with the mayor,haster 
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Iftot declu^d his purpose of matntaSiw 
♦ally to the present sovereign, and ex- 
Kiti to adhere lo the same resolution. 
joined, itiat the people were deten.iiued 
toother prince; and if he rejected their 
At voice, they must look out|^'or one 
Idbe more compliant. Thisargument 
powerful to be resisted ; lie consented 
[ of the crown : and thenceforth be- 
leeitimatc and rightful sovereign. 
idiculous farce was soon after followed 
pp a tragedy as any the Knglish history 

Not satisfied with taking possession 
rone, Richard gave orders to sir Ro- 
ilcenbury, constable of the Tower, to 
irphews to death ; but this gentleman, 
Pttntiments of honour, refused to stain 
f in the infamous deed. The tyrant 
; for sir James Tyrrei, who promised 
e( and he ordered Brakenbury to re- 
this gentleman tlie keys and govcm- 

the Tower for one night. Tyrrei 
three associates, Slater, Uigliton, and 
:ame in the night-time to the door o£ 
nber where the princes were lodged ; 
ing in the assassins, he bade them cue- 
■ir commission wliile he himself staid 
Tlicy found tiie young princes in 
. fallen itito a profound sleep. After 
ng them with the bolster and pillows, 
wed their naked bodies to Tyrrei, who 
them to be buried at the foot of the 
leep in the ground, under a heap of 
These circumstances were all confessed 
bloody actors in tlic following rt'ign : 
they were never punished for the crime ; 
orobjijiv. 



The Reigm ofRW'.-ay,l III. i 

THK first acts of RicharJ - 
gratitude to thoiC who h:i 
usurping the crown. Thonia 
was created dufce of Korfbik ; ' 
his son, earl of Surry"; and tl 
inghani wiis inveited \i';h th«( 
and received a erant •■*f" the ; 
Bohun earl of Hereford. 

But it was impossible that ai 
ship couid subsist between me 
mind; as Richard and Buckin 
Richard, dreading his powe 
ruin of this formidable subject 
of Buckinphiim increased v 
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U the fatif; earl of Richmond, at the onljr 
■on capable of opposing an usurper, who^ 
Sdcr qf the young princes had rendered him 
wbject of general deteslation. Heniy carl 
ptichtnnnd w;is at this time detained in a 
m of hc'nour;il>le eustodj' b/ the d)ike of 
Kioyi and his descent, which seemed to give 
•^somc prctfniions to the crown, had for 
n time been a great object of jealouiy. 
Mnived bit lineage from John of Gaunt, and 
I ne;irly allipd to Henry VI. His mother 
Btning a widow, had espoused, in second 
Mafje, (ir ficnry >ScatFord, uncle to Buck- 
blin, and after the death of that gentleman 
■ married lord Stanley, but had no children 
Ihhn- of tlie«; husbands i and her ton Henry 
■cJitu, it) the event of her dcalhr the sole 
fH)f ail her fortunes ; and at a period when 
[editary descent was but Uixly rtgjrJed, had 
my plausible iind cvcii fair pretensions to the 
iwn. 

Ai all the descendants of the Iiouw of York 
ire now eiihcr women or minors. Morion cnn- 
ved the idea of nniting the opposite faction';, 
contracting a marringe between the earl of 
chmoiid aod the princess Eli/.ahetli, tlie ctdc sc 
lighter of Edward IV.; and the <[uten d'v.v- 
«r, finding in tliis prospect tlie prob:ibIe 
cans of revenge for the murder of hfr hro- 
er and htr sons, readily embraced tlip proi''it. 
It the censpiracy had not escaped the vi/i- 
nt eye of Richard; he rapidly levied troops, 
id (ummoning Uuclfingham to appear ;it 
urt, that nobli-nian replied by taking arms in 
'alef. At that very time, however, iIiitc 
ippencd Vi fail such heavy rains, so inct-s'.anl 
Tot. I. 1 f and 



and continued) as exceeded ai 
luemory of man} and the Se 
other rivers in that neighbourh 
a height wliich rendered thi 
and prevented Buckingham froi 
the heart of England to join 
The Welshmen, partly moved 
at this extraordinary event, andj 
hy famine in their camp, fell off 
Buckingham, finding himself i 
a disguise, and took shelter in tl 
nister, an old servant of his fanr 
detected in his retreat, he wa< 
king at Salishury, and instantl 
'I'lie other conspirators hearing 
tune, dispersed; and the marqui 
the bishop of Kly made tlieir esc 
Some who ftM into Richard's } 
cutcd; yet he seems not to hav 
discrimi:i;ice seveiityj though 
one gentleman wlio suffi-re'd 1 
this robt'Uion, but in reality, 
quibbling Vi-r^es. which he 
agninxt Richard and his mini>tt 
« The i-Jt, ihe c.it, and Lo\i 
" Rule all England undw tl 
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t nficlwuT, and put lierKlf anil li«r 
\l^ power. This Induced iJ» tyrsiit ' 
trthw hU views for ihc (Mftblislirnent 
Bp. He hud mari'icd Anna, the *«' 

tCdfrard prince nf Wulei, wbunt Ri> 
cH' hud murdcrtKl t but thin princvt 
ft him but one *un, Wlio Uied about 
he «onsidt!r«l her a» an invincible 

the s<»tl«meiit of his fortune, and | 
HtnA to h»ve carried her oiF by 

criitic by no nieari» too Muck for 
««■ (0 pt-rpecratc!. He now tliotijht 
*cr to rt?ttioTe ehe chief ueriU whieh 

liii (jfovemmeni. 'iKe oarl of 
he knew, could never be fiirmida- 
in his projected mHrriago with th« 
Uabeih, ihe trne heir of the crowni 
■e intended, by mcins of (t papal 
1, to e?;poiise, himsell, this princess, 
nnitt i.ihisowTi family their conteiid- 

The <iueen-diiw;it;cr, eager to re- 
151 authority, neithfr scrupled this 
illiiuice, nor lelt ai.y ho.ror at m;ir- 
uuRhler to tlio t..ur<lerer ot lier -.on-; 
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and :issisC2nce Irom Uie mimsters « 
Vlllthi and with a small army of 
men he sailed from Haiflt-ur, am 
out opposition at Mil<ord-ha\-en i 
Richard, who knew not in wh 
expect the invader, had taken pos 
ham, in the centre of the kingdo 
heard that his rival had been joii 
persons of consequence; but hii 
ceeded not so much from the zti 
enemies, as from the infidelity of 
friends. Except the duke of 'Ho: 
nny noblcm;iii was attached to I 
the persons of whom he cntcrtaiiw 
suspicion, were lord Stanley and 
William; whosu connections wii 
of Richmond, notwithstanding th 
of attachment to his person, were 
forgouen, or overlooked by him. 
powered lord Stanley to levy fon 



T 
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pvah at last approached each otlin- at 
Knb, near LelceneTj Henry of Richmond 
Khead of six thousand men, the usurper 
Brd, with an army of more than double 
Iteber. Stanley, wlio commanded above 
i-thousand men, took care to post himself 
Berstone, not far from the hostile camps, 
|e made such a disposition as enabled him, 
KSSTon might require, to join either party. 
Hrd had too much sagacity not to discover 
Reations from those movements ; but he 
ne «ecrei from his own men for fear of dis- 
cing them ; nor did he take immediate re- 
Fon Stanley's son, as some nf his courtiers 
W bim ; because he hoped that so valuable 
K^ would induce the fatlier to prolong 
Btxher his ambiguous conduct; certain 
f*ictory over the eavl of Richmond would 
le him to take ample revenge on all his 
lies, open and concealed. 
ic van of Richmond's army, consisting- of 
;rs, was com.nanded by ilie earl of Oxinrd; 

ilbert Talbot led the right wing; sir Jolm 
ge the left} the earl himself, iiccorapanied 
is uncle, the earl of Pembroke, posted hiiii- 
n the main bidy. Rich;ird also u»'.k po^c 
1 main body, and eniruf;ted the ciimni:iiiil 
J van to the duke of Norfolk: a-; his v.i\v^s 

never engaged, wo i^ive not Icanicd die 

lattli- b'jgjn, lord SLii;;ley, whose condint 



wholf a!l;ii 



, grci 



ibiiit'Cs, appv::red in the field, aiitl derlavcd 
e Mri of Ricijmond. This measme, uhicli 
Jneiptcted by tlK-n.rn, ihciigh iioi by liieif 
rs, had ;i proi:ortioiKil i-ffect oa boUi aimii.'. ; 
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it inspired unusual courage into Henry's 
it threw Richard's into dismay and c 
The intrepid tyrant, sensiblo cf his < 
situation, cast his eye around the field, 
crying his rival at no preat distance, d; 
ously against him, in nopcs t!iat eilhei 
death or his own would decide the vi( 
tween them. He killed with his c^vn 
William Brandon, standard bearer to 
he dismounted sir John Cheyney; and 
v-'itliin reach of Richmond himself, whc 
A D ^^^ ^^ combat; when sir 
,^0-' Stanley, breaking in with h' 
^' surrounded Richard, who \ 
whelmed by numbers, and perished I 
too mild and honourable for his multi 
detestable enormities. The usurp« 
killed, his men every where sought for 
flight. 

There fell in this battle about fi^.ur 
of the vanquished ; and among these 
of Norfolk, and several other persons 
rank. The loss was ir.cr.iisiderahlc oi 
of the victors. The body of Richard ^ 
in the field, covered with dead enemie 
besmeared with blood : it was thrown 
across a horse ; carried to Leicester ai 
shouts of the insultini^ spectators; an< 
in the Gray-Friars church of i!iat pi 
veral of liis adherents were soon after I 

To be an apologist for Richard, is 
favour to vice. All agree that lie wa< 
commit the most horrid crimes which 
necessary for his purposes; and it is 
that all his courage and capacity, qv 
which he really seems not to have been 
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J never have maiiu compensation to tUo 
f(oT the danger of tlie precedent, and Jbr 
taug'Ou^ example of vice and nii<r<!cr, 
I upon tlie throne. In refjard to his pcr- 
ms of sma.ll stature, hump'bnclced, :ind 
rsh disagreeable cuintenance; so ibat 
s in every particular no less dcform- 
nind. 

rictoryat BosvForthwas entirel/decisivej 
■ earl of Richmond Avas tmmediatdy ;;;i- 
Rlli sccl.iinalions of" long live Henry the 
W He accepted the title without hcil- 
tf and iitscrting his claim to the throne as 
pdie house of Lancabter, was determined 
p allow it to be discussed. He therelore 
ti all application to parliament for a set- 
tor the crown; and his antipathy to tlie 
'cS York permitted him not to ingraft his 
sions witji those of the princess F.li/abetb, 
itlcd nuptials with whom he was deter- 
to postpone till after the cciemony ot' his 
It! on , 

5, however, was deferred on account of a 
ul malady that raged in London, known 
name of the Jur^/z-.x "H-n.s.t,* which, l:il,il 
ras, ieemed not to be propagiiicd by any 
;ious infection, but arose from the jrpiiL-r.d 
ition of the air and of the human body. 
1 than twenty-four hours the patient coni- 
dicd or recovered ; but when the yii-ili- 
lad esLTted its fury for a few weeks, it \v,is 
ed to be conbiderably abated, 
parations were then made for the ctc- 
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It inspired unQsual courage into Henry *i soulitnf 
it threw Rtchaid's iittu dismay and c(>Ri;:»ia. 
The intrepid tyrant, seiwihl* of bis clnp<^->ic 
situation, cast his eje around the Bvld, acd ini- 
ctying his rivjtl at no peat distance, dro-t rurt 
ovily against him, in hopes tii.it cither !'«»)'» 
dfath or his own would decide the victorjr bfr 
tween them. He killed wiib liU own hand) W 
Willinm Brandon, standard bearer to the laAl 
he dinmnuDted ur John Cheyncy; aud was aim 
williin reach of Richmond himself, vho declieel 
. Y> '^"^ ^^ combat ; when sir W'llaiB 
lis' Stanley, breaking in with his truipv 

Mirrnunded Richard, who wa» o 
whelmed by numbers, and perished by a 
loo mild and hnnourable for his multiplied 
detestable enormities. The u&iirpqr b 
killed, hi> men every where sought for taSitt 

There fell in this battle about four thoniani 
fif thu va n qui shed ; and among these the dnbe 
ipF X'lirtolk, and several oEher persons of hifjfc 
rank, 'i'lie loss was inconsiderable on die siJt 
oi'ihr victors. The body of Richard was foaod 
in liii- Hdd, covered with dead enemies, and ill 
lii,>sr!n;,i7ed with blood; it was thrown c^;elesilr 
iH r-.- , a horse ; carried to Leicester amidst lli 
sliijiii . i>l ihc insuhine; spectators; and inlerrcj' 
in ihi^ Clray-I'Viars church of that place. S»^ 
viTal ri[ Iris adherents were soon after beheaded. 

'IV, l)L- aa apologist fnr Richard, is to shew 
fav(,ur til vice. All agree that lie was ready W 
cdijiiTiii the most horrid crimes which appeared 
ji('rc''..iry for Vvs ^viT^si^ts,-, ■x^ix'.vi <Lertain, 
tAat ^11 nis courage avi4 ca^^-.v>i, c>ji-it.-is---^- 
which lie rcaU-j j«eTO^tiovv3\vw>i^i«eo.4»&«^ 
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P«I«f grdtitu<ii:> tilt king had restored 
j^d Strafford, eldest son uf the dufce of 
d^m, the honours and fortune of his 
I but the ministers whoni he trusted and 
id were chosen from the clergy; John 
land Richard Fok, who were successively 
p the sees of Canicrbur)- ;tnd Winehes- 
ge the persons in whom lie chiefif con- 
fe- Henry, as lord Bacon observes, tovcd 
ny aad advance prelates; because, having 
■boprics to bestow, it was easy for him 

i now Grmly seated on the throne, in 
jt comply with the wishes of tlie people 
I- parliament, ratlier than to gratify any 
ipredilectinn, he resolved to espouiie the 
t Elizabeth. His marriage was eele- 
ft LonJoii,aiid that with greater appear- 
., universal joy than either his first entry 
oronatioii. Hi'iiry remarked with much 
sure this general favour borne to the 
of York. Tile suspicions which arose 
not only disturbed his tranquillity during 
)le reign, but bred disgust towards his 
, herself, and poisoned all hii domestic 
ents. Thou}.^h virtuous, amiable, aiid 
ions to the lait decree, she nci-er met 

proper return of atVection, or even of 
.isanee, from !ier husband; ami the nia- 

ideas of taction, in his sullen mind, pie- 
over all the sentiments of conjugal en- 

I after his nnptials, Henry projected a 
iS into the north, where the friends of 
ise of Ycnk, and even the partisans of 
d, were iiumcroui, in hopus of curing, 
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monj of Henry's coronation. In i 
heighten the splendour of that ^ectacle, tw 
stowed the rank of knight banneret on im 
persons; and conferred peerages on 
Jasper earl of Pembroke, his uncle, was n 
duL-e of Bedford: Thomas lor J Sbtnk-r, 
father-in-law, earl of Derby; and E« 
Courtnay, earl of Devonshire. At ihc C 
nation likewise there appeared a, new iiKciwt 
which the king had established for securit 
veil as pomp, a band of £fCy urchers, who * 
termed yeomen of the piard. But, lest tbej 
pie should take umbrage at tliis untuoal m 
tom of jealousy in the prince, as if it tiiip]ii 
personal djflidence of his subjects, he cT * 
the institution to be perpeiu;il. 

In the parliament that was soon after « 
blcil at Westminster, a scrnple was stai 
whether, as the kin^ himself had been attaintftC 
lii'j ri(;ht of succession Tnight not thence he a- 
posL^J to doubt. But the judges asseit(4 
" Tlat tlie crown takes away all ilefccts ml' 
stpps in blood; and that from the time the H^ , 
ii-svimcd the royal authority the founuia «*' 
clc.ir, and all attainders and corrupticM rf 
hlo^J di5charired." This iraiim was readily 
received by the parliament, who proceeded M 
si'ttle the entail of the crown according ic ^^ 
pli.'.isure of the king. No mention w^as made J 
th,' piiiicess Elizabeth: it was voted, " that 'J^* 
inii.'iitat;ce of the crowii should rest, reinaia, 
and ,Lbide in tlie king;" and " tliat the succcs- 
sii :; >houldbe setwieA w\.\w Ucivs of his body;" 
fjULhe pretended TvciV wi^\w ^.^^« "A ^^-^ '•?&!« 
lij s'ivL- u iiTeVerence \.o '■^^'^ V-J-i-iK: •a'v "Vlx:>o£ 
over that, cf 'ioTk. 



.don 
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1 to the king's clemency ; nnd the other 

. hearing of this success/ raised itie siege 
'<arceiter> and dispersed themselves. I'liu 
iids tool: siuictuAry in die church of CuU 
8 village near Abingdon j but they were 
thence : the elder was executed at Tyburn ; 
Wnger obtained a pardon. 
nry s joy for this success was foltowed, 
'ime after, by tlie birth of a pt^ncei to 
he gave the name of Arthur, in memory 
famous British king of that name, from 
it was pretended the family of Tudor 
i its descent. But notwithstanding this 
^domestic tie, tlie harshness with which he 
td the queen created a disgust to his go- 
Uenti which soon appeared by some extra- 
J incidents. 

■e lived in Oxford one Richard a q 
a priest of a subtle and enierpria.- j|u(,' 
."geolus. This man, for ilie purpose ' ' 
ihsiurbing Henry, h:ul cast his eyes on Lani- 
t Simnel, a youth of fifteen years of age, tlie 
I of a bakcr,liut endowed with iim! erst a mi in;; 
)vc his years, ami address abiivt; his tonditiijji. 
m he itistrucled to pLTriEiuLitu tlie unfoituixne 
■lof Warwick, son of ilit- Juke of (.huoiirc, 
.0 had been committed lo th« tiiwfr at i1;l- 
nmcncement of this reij;ii; aiitl llie quttu 
*agtT, irritated by I.lic liarsti lre.umi.-iit lu 
ich her daiighier was exposL-d, and the iil^i;;- 
icancc into wjiitli sjie was fallen, was sii-^- 
;ted of countenancing tiiu inipostmo. 
[t was in Iri'Und the scL-iie wa-i llr.st open.t! ; 
It country liaJ been governed by Cbiivuo', 
i was still attached to his mi-mory; and no 
oer did Siinnd presetit himself to tlie earl of 



Kildan the depaty, and claim 
the nnfbnunate Wanrick, tb: 
nobleman jcltnowkdged him j 
I>ublin followed the ti^imple o 
tendered it&allegi:ince to Simne 
tajjenet. 

Henry, perplcied at the nei 
first seized tlie queen-dowagei 
-fined in the nunnery of Bermt 
ended her life in poverty and s( 
exposed Warv'ick through thes 
but though thii had its effec 
convinced not the people of 
jToached the king vith bavin 
terleit personage. 

T)ie conspiracy soon extendi 
into by the eitrl of Lincoln, s< 
fiuffolfc, andol"Eli7abeth, eldes 
IV. a nobleman of courage ani 
ing established a corresponden 
he had Tvturned to Flanders, 
arrived a little before him ; an< 
court of his aunt the dutchess i 

That princess, the widow of 
had acquired ^at authority s 
ini;s, andhearmg with indigna 
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Jhtn of thn mttittiry forcci much 
1^ of the Jrisli, »nd made them tnttt* 
finiution of invadtn;; En;;bnd, aswvll 
ike of plunder m of revenge for inju- 
red. 



Met' J 



|« levied in different parts of the king- 
I put ihem under the command ot'tnc. 
tedford snd the earl of Ojifurd. Andi 
^thc people by an appciiranic of devo. 
nade a pilgrimitge to our lady of Wal- 
( and there oflercd up prayers for siic- 
iSor deliverance from Kis encmiei. 
infiirined thut Simnel wai landed ttt 
in Lancaihire, he drew together hi* 
Od idvanced towuds the enem}' us fur 
»y. The rebels had entertained hope: 
jis.ifffcted conntries in tlic north would 
«ir favour; but tlje people in general, 
1 cf Lainbert'ii imposture, and Itept in 
ne king's reput^btion for success and con- 
fer rfni.iined in lntn(iiilllily, or g;ive 
_■ u> iW Toys] army. Th.' earl of J.iu- 
ereforc, wlm conmi:mdfii the rebels, 
o hopes but in vitinry, w.is dk'tcrmiiiod 
l!ie matter to ;i ii'infy decision! :ind 
supported liy i!ic n.iiivc rour;i;;e of lii-: 
and fii,b<)kli.nied h) :i j;i*e;tt actfsslim of 
■s, deeliiicd lu.l ihi' e.ii.rtKt. ■ The ito,. 
;k met .it Stoke, in the eounty of NiH- 
aiid a biootly :iiid oiisiinute kittle citi- 
1 be leaders ot Uie n'lx-ls were rrsolvcd 
er or to peiislij and tbey iiibjiiied llifir 
ilhlil.ercsoluli..,i. TlieCcniwns ;d«.. 
.«ranandtj;iirn i.ev.i suldin.., Lept ihr 



king's victory- was purchased v 
entirely decisive. Lincoln, 
Swart, perishtd in tlie field of 
thousand of their tollo\vers, ;in 
never more heard of, he was 
J. p. undergone the same fan 
1488.' ^'.' luior Simon, was 

nimon, being a pncst, 
ted to chise custody j :ind Sin 
contemptible to be an object « 
sion or resentment, was pardi: 
scullion in the king's kitcl.en 
afterwards i'Jvanced to tl;e rr 
The- adheven'j of Simnu, ho 
nishcd wiili great isvcrlty, s 
progress through the kii;gJomi 
his avarice and revenge, by le 
on the deliuqueiits. 



■ On (he autlmriit of the Iai9 i 
a rery tVw days hvtcire lii< lamfiilri 
his iiiibini^'tiuii, :u viH' a> run iiuu 
Ur. Deniiuon, u wimca »f what k 

tinguiihcil uoUi-inau. The wj!Ij (if 
icai at Miii]<lrT Lov.-t, Oxfoi<)ihiir, 
in, bnn; puIM iliiwi 



discovered with a tup Aoiir, and in it : 
ilinciiplutc 3rmuiir wits fuurid. Fri 
poisd, and oil probable f rouiicli, llial 
html Lnwl, who, .ifirr iseipit;? f-on 
toi'k lefitK' '" thi* place, aiM i'-f>in 
oh^ sr,-, tnl far. »i< [^-t to nriiih 



iMperouN siiuation of Henry's domeiiic 
(now afforJed him leiKure to observe the 
„.n of the neighbouring kingdoms. The 
i^fScotUnd was tilled by James the third, 
itce of little industry and narrow genius. 
I by the wnion of Castile and Arragon, xn 
Hnons of Ferdinand and Isabella, and by 
WlurK of Cranada from the Moors, began 
" : a great fif^urc in the transactions of 

, during the two preceding reignj, had 
pd a mighty hicrease of power ana Rreat- 
taoit ofthe prcat fiefs, Normandy, Cham- 
J Arjiir, Dauphiny, Guicnne, Provence, 
hiijpjndy, had been united to the crown; 
_bnng the niincrity of Charles the eighth, 
tlady of Bcaujeu, who, as his sister, had 
ted the reeeiicy, formed iFie project of 

Ti.- '■-;■' ..'h- hn m-.!.-n":l''-nt fi.-ff>f 

ich oi ['L-tcr L.uwU,^, a m.iu nf v,c:,n Unh, 
Jisf^uMcd ills iiobk's. Tin-y h.iii SL'i/.fd tliu 
(ious minister, and had put him to diMih ; 
hL-ir;ipprdifi:sioiisof llmi-L'^icnmii'iitofilicii 
(• iudiicfd them to invii»; the court of I'l aiku 

iiuMsion ot their couniry. 

e I'rinch prcsiutly ovcnun Britlarv; ;nid 
ukc Iiimseh" was obliged to seek slidtfr In 
/. He in vain invoked the assistance c,t 
and, and reminded Hcuryof the priucili'.ii 
.d granlcd him in his distress, 'i'liai ni'i. 

iversc Ui the esiK-iicc and h;i/ard of viir ; 
K tialttred himself somu unfuri^iL'cti cvi'iu 



after, thr«w a£airs into (UU gn 
and Henry now seemed detenu 
vigour. An insurrection uhic 
cited in the north on account of 
had been easily quelled by tht 
whom the king had restored to 
talcen into favour ; and no lonj 
domestic enemies, he dispatched 
Eti thousand taen to the defen 
but though the English and th 
for some time masters of the fit 
in such confusion, that the gent 
his troops for Eneland. 

Meanwhile) Anne dutchess 
pressed on every side, had conse 
Maximilian king of the Romans 
ipony was performed by proiy 
not prevent the lady of Ben.uj 
t:uning the prospect of obtainiiii 

Charlie t^P p;.rhth • ami ibni.a 



fi hi ihe mosc indecent expressions; and 

nth miscoiidiict. He Immediately decl-.ired 
volution to invnde France; and under tliat 

Ijiinice en his people ; a species of taxation 
obad been juMly abolished, but which we 
twen virtually revived in more modern 
Etinder a less plausible name. Archbishop 
ni, the chancellor, instructed the com- 
mert to employ a dilemma, in which every 
Bfht be comprehended: if the persons ap- 
Do, lived frugally, they were told that their 
Udny must neccasarilf have enriched them ; 
b method rf livinq was splendid and lios- 
K, tjiey were concluded to be op«- « ^ 
gJR^comit of their eipences. l^iis ii,jc,' 
lb was by some called chancellur 
bn's fort, by others his crutch. 
idi the piirlianic-nt und nubks became lln? 
f tools of the king on this occasion. 'I'hc 
er granieJ him two fifteenths; the Litwr 
ctcJ their vassals to attend him. On tlif 
)f October, tho king iirrived at Cabiis wiili 
■niy rf twenty-five' tlionsand font ;ind six- 
hundred li.u-se, and laid siege to Hulloign.- ; 
t w:[s s'Kin irpparent that he had nn serimis 
tiun of pusliinq; on tlie war to siicli estremi- 
is lie pretended, and a negotiaiiun was socia 
ed between him aini CiiarWs- Tlie lallLT, 
)us to secure ]Srhtany. aad ca,(vcr K. inva.;.- 
■, cdUiented to pay Henry ncven liundnd 
fony-live thoii-aiui crouns, and sllpulahv! 
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su*>j. ct-i for tlie war, and upon his cnciufes f*^ 

the {HVICO. 

Circiiin-.tiinccs now seemed to leave Henff 
h\ possession ot" durable tranqnilliiy; but his in* 
vercrate enemies soon raised him an auversurff 
who long kept him in disquietude. 'Ilie diit- 
choss oi' Burcrundv, full of resentment fo^r tlie 
depression of her family, iiad propji^ated a it« 
port that her nephew, Richard riansap[en«li 
duke cf York, had escaped from the tower, 
and was still alive ; and slie had been looking 
out for some young man proper to reprciical 
that prince. 

Warbeck, a rcnegado Jew of Tournay. wlic 
had visited London in the reign of Kdward IV. 
having had opportunities of being known W 
the kmg, and c>btaining his favour, he prevaile< 
with that prince, whose manners were vcri 
affable, to stand godfather to a son, born in thi 
ccmntry, towhomhegave the nameof Pctcx:,cot 
rupted, atlcr the Flemish manner, into Peter 
kill or Perkin. It was by some believed tha 
Edward, among his amorous adventures, hai 
a secret commerce with Warbeck's wife, am 
people tlience accounted for that resemblance 
which was afterwards remarked between younj 
Perkin and that monarch. Some years aftc 
the birth of this cliild, Warbeck returned V 
'J'ournay, whence, Perkin his son, bj diHercn 
accidents, was carried from place to place, an. 
his birth and fortune became thereby unknown 
or difficult to bo traced. The variety of hi 
adventures liad happily f;ivoui-ed the nature 
versatiliiy ar.J sagacity of his genius; and h< 
-eemed to be a youlli perfectly fitted to act mi] 
P iri, or a - .::n.^ .i!:y character. In tiiis li^ht h( 

faai 
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[hen represented to the datchess of Bur- 
►j who, struck with the concurrence of so 
^irc am stances suited to hfir puipose, dc- 
KD be made acquainted with him. She 
Ihim lo eicced her most sanguine espec- 
■} 50 comeU'.' did he uppear in his person, 
ipeful in his air, so courtly in his address, 
11 o£ docility and good sense in his be- 
ar and conversation. The lessons neces- 
\d be taught him, in order to his perso- 
fr the duke of York, were soon learned by 
m of sneh quick apprehension; but as the 
ft sCemed not then fiivourable for his enter- 
J.Marpiret, in order the better to cooceat 
lent him, under the care of lady Bramptar. 
Portugal, where he remained a year, in per- 
pcrecyi 

le war which wns then ready to break out 
een Prance and Fneland, seemed to afford 
iper opportunity for launching this impostor, 
Ireland, which still retained its attach- 
s to the house of York, was chosen as the 
Br place for his first appearance. He 
;d at Cerke, and immediately assuming; tlio 
; of Richard Plantagenet, drew to hiiii 
sans amoiijj- that credulous people. Hr 
; letters to the earls of Desmond and Kil- 
inviting thtm to join his partj ; and dis- 
d every where the strantje intelligence of 
scape from the cruehy of his uncle Richard; 
; men, fond of every thing new and wonder- 
began to make him the general subject of 
discourse, and even the object of their re- 

le news soon reached France ; and Charles, 

ipted by the solicitations of the dutdicss of 

Burgundy, 
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Burgundy, sent Perkin an invitation ton 
him at Paris. He received him with - 
marks of regard due to the duke of York, , 
on him a bandsome pension, assigned hii^ 
niticent lodgings, and gave him a guard ]( 
person. The French courtiers readily emt 
a fiction, which their sovereign thought itfi 
terest to adopt ; and Perkin, both by his dc 
mcnt and personal qualities, was well qua 
to support die prepossession which was s] 
abroad of his royal pedigree. From France 
admiration and credulity diffused them 
into England : sir George Nevil, sir 
Taylor, and above a hundred gentlemen : 
came to Paris, in order to offer their servii 
the supposed duke of York, and to share hi 
tunes ; and the impostor, having now the ap 
ance of a court attending him, began to ; 
himself the character he assumed. 

When peace was concluded between F 
and Enirland, Charles consented to dismiss 
kin, wlio found refuge with the diitchess of 
gundy. That princess affected to put o 
appearvnco of disgust, and it was not till 
a l.^u;; and severe scrutiny, that she preteni 
br'si outinto joy and admiration, andemb 
P.'r<i.T as the true image of Edward, an 
sol.- Jieir if ilic Piantagenets. Numbers c 
English fnvciircd the imposture, among th 
sir R(\vrr Cliff -rJ and sir William Stanlej 

Tlio kir.c;, i.-.r.^rmed of these particulars; 
ccoJod dclih.^iMioIv, though steadilv, incoi 
wtM'King ij.c pojocis ci' his enemies. Hii 
ohjocl wa.-? to as.'citain the death of the real 
oi Vurk, an J to connrm the opinion that h: 
ways prevailed with regard to that catastr 
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wmons hnd been enipluyed by Richard, ii 
Burdor of his nqihews, or eoulc) ^ivo evi 
iwith rcgiird (o it i but as only two of llien 
jEBOW alivi-, and as tht bodic* were Kuppokei 
W been remuvi^d by Kichnrd'i ordurti fruii 
■ace where Ihcy were fmt inu-rrrd, am 
Inot now Iw found, it vas nm in Henry' 
« tn CMtibtikh tlic fact beyond all doiib 
nntroverty. 

I wUi hflwerer. more iucc«)^Kfiil In detrcl 
itbo this wond'.tful pCTion was. vho thu 
■ccd pretentions to his crown. lU tngtpfi' 
ttd, who had been admitted into the »ccrci 
M hopei of rrwards and pardon, tn betra 
But I and luch was the diligence of ^ii spie! 
Ib the t»ue the whole plan nfthc compirac 
dearly laid before him. with the praif[rci 
pturct, life, and eonverbation of the nri 
■d duke rfYork ; and the Utter pavt oi th 
y w.is iirrmiliiirly published luv, llic -..iii' 
ion of the nation. 

everal of the conspirators wore inimediatcl 
•ted. tiome of infrrinr note vere r.ipidl 
tgncd, ernvirtcd, and fircuted -, hue moi 
ninity w.isiirrr '(iirvin the ptiuc'ritint; aj;aiii 
William .Suiil<y,f.ne ot tlv nir-M op.lr, 
eels in Ihi- kiiijjiloiii. Atl.r mi iv ,-.aM|. 
wliicli was iiiti rpcisiJ, in nrJci ii' Oiow \h. 
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Burgundy, sent Perthi an invrtntton to i , 
him M Patis. He received him wKh lU fl 
nwrks of regard dueta the dultc of Yorlt,* 
on him a bandsomc pension, as&igncilhiflin 
uiricent lodgings, anti gave him a gti^vd fqrn 
pcrion. The French courtiers rcadilf cnihir" 
ii fiction, which their sovereign rlimiglit ttM 
tercst to adopt t und Perltln. bntli by h'f d 
ment and personal qualities) was vrell q 
(o support tlie prepossession which v 
abroad of his royal pedigree. From F 
admiration and creduEty diffuied 1 
into England : sir George NeiHljH 
T:iylor, and above a hundred }((^ntlnn 
came to Paris, in order to offsr their »ervFn 
the supposed dulceof York, and to Uiitre hi* In 
tunes i and the itnpostor, having now thtsj 
nuci^ of a court attending htm, began to i 
hi(ri'.L-ir ilie character he assumed, 

Wli'ji! peace was concluded betwreen Frtorf I 
a'lLl K,i;.'l;iiid, Charles consented to dismiss P» | 
kir, v.lii.i found refuge with the dutchessof B 
gimJy. That princess affected to put imMI 
;ilHirMr,iicL' of disgust, and it was not till aAcfl 
;t 1 '!i.:- and severe scruciny, that she pretendedtf il 
li. ■ iKiiiuto joy and admiration, andembracej J 
T' i':i' rts tlie true image of Edward, andditT 
sol- III ;r i,f the Plantagenets. Numbers of dM 1 
Kiiniisli Titviiired the imposture, among the mt I 
sir :*'.'>,i;C!iiF.irJ and sir Willium Stanley. f 

Ml- lii:;^, inl'.irmed ofdiese particidars, prOi I 
ctL'il-'il (.k'lrlciirely, thougli steadily, inconnteh I 
V.''( k.iip; v'.ic p'o'^eci.?. c^ V\s twcmies. His first I 
tiiijri"' v,,i<". ;n i.^ei;Yi.ii'^'i\'i i'''*-''^'^'' '^f^tiiViisty 

ways i.'revaiWd "i<l^ ws«iv.«*>«^e.«»«>o% 



lawv rn. 847 

■■ the king's authnrlty app«tTe<l 
iftit and unconiruUtid. Hit Ed- 
i, wh<i had been tent over tn that 
In intention ttt qnellb? the pn^ 
9Dte of York, tinil of reducing the 
jaCtioTi) havinfT summoned a par* 
t^, he (ibutined the parsing of 
lie itutnte, wliich still beara hii 
ikh, till lately, established th<^ pa> 
«iiy of the English pivernmcnt 
f this statute all die tonner laut 
n made to be in force in Ireland j 
Htd be introduced into the triih 
Hless it hid previonslr tccclved 
' the council of England. • 
'treat of Perkin f'rnm the enast of 
tit shelter in Ireland ; but tired of 
life he v,'a« compelled to lead in 
le passed over to Scotland, ivliere 
ceived by .liimcs iho fdunh, iird 
arriaHP tin; lii.ly Catherine G'^r- 

<.f the curl nf Hyntluy. The 
I subsisted licivecn the courts of 
Scotlrmd, in.Inced the bltcr to 
If; but Jiin.L-s was swm convinced 
jsh would never receive a prince 
irs wliom tljL-y hated ; and pcr- 
erkln's prctensinrn wi're become 
he eyes of the pupulace. 

Scots, parliament had granted 
isidy of one Imuibcd and twenty 



i[jjy ri-nUurcd 

thousand 
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county wore f^irther instigalcd to rcsist;r/ 

rno Nllcliatrl Joseph, a farmer at Bodmin, 

hy thrusting hims?lr foi w jrd oa every occ« 

.lud being liiudest In every complaint again. 

irovr: r.nicnc, had acquired an authoriiy ai 

his townsmen. Thomas Flammoc coo, a 

vcr, who had become the oracle of the r 

bourhcr>d, encouraged the sedition, hj in 

in<r tiicni that the tax, though imposed b] 

liameut, was ouiirely illegal ; that the noi 

nuhihty were bound by tneir tenures to d 

tlie nation a.t^ainst the Scots ; and that thi 

iiish must deliver to the king a petition, sec 

by such a force as would give it authority 

Encouraged by these speeches, the mul 

fliiclcvd t'-geCher, and armed tiiemsclves 

axes, hills, bow:, and such weapons as ] 

.lie usually pos^c«sed of; and chose Fla; 

and Jo:;oph tor their leaders. These soo 

ducted the Cornish through the county c 

vun, uTid reached that of Somerset. At 

ton the rebels killed, in their fury, an of 

and eager commissivner at the subsidy 

when they reav bed WelU, they were joii 

lord Audlcy, a nobleman popular in his d 

mem, but vain, ambitious, and restless 

trmpcr. Proud cf the cour:tenance giver 

by so ccnsiderahie a personage, tliey cun 

their march, brcathiiig destruction to the 

ministers and fivourites, particularly to M 

now a cirdinal, and sir Reginald Bray 

were dcerred the most active iitstrumcnts 

opprei.-i*nr. Notwlihiiaiidiag thirir rage a 
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lintitration, m they mtt with nn vdisl- 
»*]f commilU'il nciihcr violence nor dis- 
Vnng th«ir prngrcis. 
f, tooppote the Scots, hstd Blraady levied 
51 bm though it was nn usual nuyino; with 
(hat he deiired hut tn sec hie rd)dii," it 
.bintil h« had iclected all bin forces ih.it 
l|kcd to attack them. They had advanced 
tery gates oi London ; mid were Tor- 
ttrom their num ben ruid their vtiluur ; 
is ill diicipliiied, und ill Hrmedi were not 
fitbrthe king's troops. After a shot t re- 
^ they weni broke iind put to flijfht on 
■ub. Lord Audley, Flammoc, and Jn. 
heir leaders, weie t^ken and ei:ecm<^d t 
IBt pitying tlii! ignorance uiid >impltcity 
tUUitudei diimiiiuid them without puiiinh- 

iwhilc, the ScoiLish tluK hud l.tid sif-pi" 
castle of Nitrluni in Ni.rihunil.nlm.l ; 
the appearance of tlii' curl of Snrtv, ht- 
ned the enterprise. A Irui-e was ufter- 
conchicied bctwt'cn the two rrown?, ;i!id 
TerccivinR thiit wliilc I'.ikin iiin..;in-J in 
d, he sliould ncviT I'lijo) a miIuI \ii:icr 
enry, privately desired fiim to d' ['-.lit. 
omc time uftt-rquittinj; Sci'thiiid, I'l-rfcjn 
ed himself in tin.' wilds ;ind fAsiju-ss.'s r,i 
. Impatient, liow.-ver, nf ihis kind uf 

held coiisi.lt.iiions with hU follown-.;. 

8k<-lloii, and Astlfy, thruc hiokin trndi'',- 
md l>y their ndvici- he resolved lo try th; 
lis of iho Corri.li. whose nuiiiiiniK di,- 
1, notwithKt;inilinv thi' kitif^'s Ici.iiy, ^till 
■d. No sooiKT did he appo^ir at Budmin, 
c populace, to tliL' numlicr of iliruc tlio'i- 



tbe inhabitants shut their gate 
laid siege to the 'place ; bat fa 
with artillery, ammunition, ani 
quisitc for the attempt, he mai 
his undertaking. 

When ilenij- was informed 
landed in Kngland, he eipresse 
faeing so near, and prepared 1 
crity to attack him. The court 
tlieir activity on this occasion ^ 
acceptable service which they 
king, displayed equal 7.eA for ll 
forwarded his preparations, 
bency and Broke, with sir Rice 
tened forward with a small bod 
relief of Kjtetor. The earl of 
the most considerable gentlem 
of that name, took arms of tl 
and marched to join the king" 
duke of iiuckineoam put hims< 
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p4 finndsthat it wag not yet cichatisted in 
I'lieluiU'. Eicept a few persons of desperate 
IBes who were execut(;<i, unci some othum 
^rvwverelytined.ali thereat were (Jismiised 
funpuniiy. Lady CiilliHnii« Gordon, wife 
■rkin, ftll into the hands c.f the victor, and 
mated witb a ^eneio^icy whicli does him 
Ittr. He pUccd her in ii. reputable niiiion 
k the queen, and aui^^ned her a pension, 
1^ rile enjoyed for her lile. 
irkin, being persuaded to quit hii . jy 
huiTy. on a promiae of partlon, was iiqu' 
■ctcd in a kind of mock triumph to 
jlon- I'lis confettion of hit lite and adven- 
bwas published i but though his life wui 
■ed him. lie wax still detained in cuitody* 
■Mperi were appointed to vuard him. Im- 
K of canlinement, he biuke from hia kcep> 
hfld flyinff 10 the sanctuary of Shytie, put 
»lf into tk- iuinds of ih^ prior <if Ui;it mo- 
■ry, who obtained ihu l.injt's pardon fur liis 
;ge. But in order to rt-duce iiini to still 
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rtunute prince, wJio liad lion 
hbeen shut tip from tla- cmnmi 
who was igiiorunt even uj Uie n 



escaped not the king's vigUanci 
this new attempt, having itm 
tally unworthy of mercy, wa: 
demned, and soon after han 
acltnowledging his imposture t 

It happened about that ve 
Wilford) a cordwainer's son, ei 
easy credit given to other impc 
taken to personate the earl of 
priest had even ventured from 
commend his cause to the pe<^ 
lervcd Henry as a pretence Ki 
Tcards that prince. He was ■ 
and accused of forming desigi 
govemRient, and raise an insun 
people. Warwick confessed th< 
condemned, and sentence va. 
him. 

This act of tyranny was the ( 
Henry's reign ; and though he e 
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jxft, intriffiie, and design ; and ihouph 
^nce of this nature be a slender founda- 
ulnfidencc and amity, ^uch was the mIua- 
Senryand Fprdicaiid, that no jealousy 
•e between them. A marriage, which 
I projected and negalinted during the 
f seven years, between Arthur prince of 
nd the inTanta Catharine, fourth daugh- 
kidinand and Isabella, now took place ; 
hved in the issue unprosperous. The 
iriitce a, few month afccis sickened and 
ich regretted by tlie n^ition ; when Hen- 
xnis to continue his alli.ince with Spain > 
innwilling to restore Catharine's dowry, 
as twohundred thouwnd ducJts, obliged 
[A *on, Henry, whom lie created prince 
1^ to be contracted to the infanta, hf 
'a dispensation trom the pope 

marriage, in the evciii. pruduced the 
)nrtaiic conscqiunces, and tlie same year 
of still greater niomeiit was celebrated, 

Margaret, the V.in;j's eldt-sr il^nifhter, 
nes, kintf of Si^otlanl:. I'.y this alliance. 
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affain of e, had fallen into a faini'tjr. Wludi i 
made hii usccptible of any impressioii. The 
nacuTall of liberty, engaged him to embriie 
a project r hh eiicape, by the taurdrr ui ilit 
lieutenaiL and Peikin offered to conduti the 
whole en priiC. The conspiracy, howevtr, 
escaped n the king's vigilance ; and Pcrkiiiibf 
this new tempt, having lendered himself to- 
tally ui» thy of mercy, was airaigned, «*>• 
demncd, " '' ' anjjed at Tybnio, 

aclcnowlf t to the last. 

It Jl»p, very time, than 

Wilfordil encouraged by 

easy credi postorsi oad mitt- 

taken to p if Warwick i ^nd i 

priest had « )in the pulpit to t» 

commend b 't^Ic. This incident 

served Her..j . for his severity to* 

TijrJb that ptiuce. J-ie was brought to trial 
^\i^ jtcuicdof fnrminR designs to disturb tbr 
gi)vi:r[\nient, ard riisc an insurrection among tin 
pcopte. Warwick cnufessed tlie indictment, wa 
i-nndi'inncd, and sentence was executed upon 
iiim. 

'riii>; act of tyranny was the capital blemish of 
Hfiiry-'ireign j and though he endeavoured toal- 
kvi.itctheodium, by sharing it with his ally.Fn- 
c)iii:uid ot Arragon,who,liesaid, scrupled to Bin 
)ij- li.ini^hter Catharine in marriage to AnW. 
uiiik' :iiiy mnle descendant of the house of Yorit 
; ' :ri iim d ; this only increased the indignation of 
vvi'iy ;,'ii.i;inii5 heart, at seeing an innocent prince 
s.i.iilitvdtd the ^e-ildus politics of two subtlety- 



a I anu tfie King k- 

rvindior with all possible 

(gfccteil not, liowever, the 

n of ilie reception whicti 

I hix dominions. " I really 

I kiag of C;istrle, " tliat your 

^had net )ou i'xt above ap. 

■y person of so little conse- 

Wc yxiii satisfaction, I shall 

*' 1 eifpect that you will 

X farther," said tiie king ; 

hlffolk put into tny liands, 

~~i!nd upon his submission 

bat measure," said Philip, 

lOOT upon you ai well as 

E thniigbc to have created 

' 'llicn the matter is at an 

Wng, " for 1 will take that 

it iind so your honour is 

iCjinilc foiled himself under 

TOylng i but he first enacted 

fax he would sp:ire Suffolk's 

ft diis transaction little more 
vile decline of his heidth in- 
■is thoughts towards that tu- 
1 the iniquities and sevcrilii-s, 
' .-iTy dismal prospect to 
terrors under which lie la- 
•ured, by d'lsiribuung alms, 
p us houses, to make atr>ne- 
I =ind 10 purchase, by the sa- 
■ "^ cntvcu 



found two ministen, Empsoni an 
fectiy qualified to second hii rac 
riiiU'iiil inclinutinns. Theve i 
<ippre»kion were both lawyers ; th 
birtli, of brutal manners, of ur 
jicT i tiie second lietter born, bi 
and bvtter bred, but equa.lly unju 
intlexibU. By iheir knowledge 
ir.en were qualified to pen-ert thi 
lice to the oppression of the innu 
fbrniid^iblc authority of the kiaga 
in ;i!] their int()iiitie>;. 

J II v;iin did die people loolc to p 
the par'iament : that assembly wa 
that during the greatest mge of I- 
iior.s tlic commons ch'jsc Dudlc] 
and jcranted the kir.g what i>u 
m aim ed ; and such weie the arts o 
cl' tlut monarch, that he is taid 
have nosscssed the sum of l.hOO.a 
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I violent tempest obliged tlie archduke 
^ who had just succeeded to the crown of 
h and w'M pa-ssiiig into Spain, to seek shel- 
Xbe harbour of Wermouth. Fatigue and 
M induced hin) to land ; and the king re- 

I his guest :it Windsor with a.!) possible 
ttcence. He neglected not, however, the 
Binity to complain of the reception which 
K had found in his dominions. " I really 
Bt)" replied the king of Castile, " that your 
■hb and felicity had set )ou far above ap- 
■lions from any person of so little conse- 
fti butr to give you satisfaction, I shall 
Bhim my state," " I etpect that you will 
Jour eompkisnnce farther," said thu Itjii^i^r ; 

Mire to nave Suffolk put into ttiy liands, 
e alone I can depend upon his submission 
)lieUieiice." " That measure," said Philip, 

II reflect dishonour upon you as well as 
If. You will be thought to have treated 
sa prisoner." " 'llien the matter is at an 

replied the king, " for 1 will take that 
four upon mc ; and so your honour is 
." The king <.f Castile fmmd himsL-If ui.der 
iccssily of complying ; hut he first exacted 
r'« promise, that he would spare Suffolk's 

6 Jiing survived this transaction little more 
tWQ yoars. The decline ot his liealth in- 
l him to turn his thoughts towards that fu- 
'xistenee, which tlic iniijiiities and severities 
1 reign rendered a viry dismal prospect to 
To allay tlie terrors under wliich he ta- 
'd, he e;fvoiirei,l, by distributing alms, 

ounding religious houses, to make atone- 
fot his crimo.,, and to purchase, by the sa- 



oi tnnsc oppressors. /\midst tnc mos 
cx:ii.-tioiis, uliich he uithcr sanctio 
ritc.l, Hfnry wus surprUcJ by the m 
ri iie:nh, wliL-n, by :i pi'nt'i'iil cl:ili» 
he orJiTi'J that re^ititiition ^liniild In 

■ ,-, those whom lie huJ injiircc 
J _* . " of a consumption, at his f.iv« 

'"' ■ ' o{ Kii-hmonJ, alter a reigi 
thrte years ;iinl eij^ht monthsi and 
sccimJ yoar of his uge. 

I'he reij^i of" Henry, on the whi 
tuniite for his [lenple iit home, am 
abroHiI. He loroJ peace witliout 
an>l tliis aciiniifU tlie rej^Ard and ( 
ot'forci,^ priiicis. His cuputity w 
though s(imcwli:it contracted by thi 
ol'his heart: avarice was his nili 
and he gratiried it at the csperice > 
nmUtiMe ]'<rinciplc, which should h 
lowest ranks at' men. 
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^nUK of iiij; rtiyal guest ( and orilH^ 
Bklner^ with thuir livcricK iind b:ulf;eK>. 
Hrn up in twu lines, th^it their nppear- ^ 
Jit be the more );allukt and apltudid. 
fd," stud (he king, " 1 have heird much 
.hospitulit^ ; but the truth far ciceeds 
It. These handsome gt'iitlemen and 

whoml stc on both sides of me, are 
C your menial servants," 'Hie c;irl 
knd confcsKcd tliat his fortune was too 
br such maenlfjcence. " They aic most 
/' subjoined he, " my retainers, whw 
B to do me service at thii time, when 
iw I am honoured with your maieity'* 
." 'Ilie kint siaried n tittle, and laid, 
r faith, my ford, I thank you for your 
)tr, but I must not allow my Iaw« to be 
n my sight. My attorney must speak 
I." Oxford i* siild to have pntd no less 
een thousand marks, as a cumpusition 
(fence, 
he most important law in its consc- 

wliieh was enacttd dunnfj the reign uf 
was that by which tlie nobiliry and gen- 
ircJ a power of brcaktiii; ihc ancient cii- 
i of alienatin;; iWn cstatts. fly njfan? 
;iw, jcineii to the bej;iiniiiij; liniiry and 
■nt ot die agi-, tlie givat foiluiiO'i of the 
iFcrc gradually dissipated, and tin' pro- 
the commons incirasud in Kriglami. It 
.bic llial lli-iirv fiiri-saw and intended 
;(-ijiifnto ; Iicc.iiim- tlit- constant scheme 
olii-y consisted in dq.ressing the great. 
Iting ehurolimfn, hiw-jcrs, .uid men ol 
iilic=, in Ii..|.es tli;-y would be more ob- 



ENGLAMD. 

.& .ing this reign, that Cblnmbii 

V^^t^ .erica. That great man, aft< 

'^ "N? discs from the courts of Portug: 

: his brother Bartholomew to Lo 

to explain his project to Henn 

cravt .s patronage. The king in^-ite 

over to England ; but his brother being 

by pirates, was detained in his voyage, ai 

lumbus, meanwhile, having obtained the 

tenance of Isabella, was supplied with a 

fleet, and happily executed his enterprise. ] 

not discouraged by this disappointment, 

out Sebastian Cabot, a Venetian, settled a 

tol, and sent him westward, in 1498, in 

of new countries. Cabot discovered tji 

land of America, towards the sixtieth dej 

northern latitude, as well as Newfoundlar 

otlier countries ; but returned to Englani 

out making any conquest or settlement. 

and other merchants in Bristol, made a '. 

tempt in 1502. The king expended £i 

thousand pounds in building one ship, cal 

•• Great llarry ;" which was, properly spi 

tlie tirst ship in the English navy. Befi 

period, when the prince wanted a fleet, 

no other expedient than hiring or pressin 

chants vessels. 

But though this improvement of navi 
and the discovery of both the Indies, \ 
ever render the age of Henry memorable 
important events take their rise near th< 
period. In 14-53, Constantinople was t;i 
the Turks; and the Greeks, among whoi 
remains iA' learning were still preserved, 
scatteied by these barbarians, took slk 
Italy, and imported, together wiili their <t 
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age, a tincture of their science, and of 
ned taste in pnetry and elciq?]eiice. 
S same time, tlie purity of the Latin 
U revived, and the art of printing, then 
Rvented, extremely facilitated tiie pro- 
U Aese improvements. The whole art 
a, was changed by the introduction of 
a aod artillery ; and mighty innova- 
e won after mnde in religion, such aS 
£facted those states that embraced themt 
those that adhered to the ancient faith 
jhip. Thus a general revolution was 
: in human affairs, about this period ; 
gradually entered on that career of 
E, arts, government, and police, in 
■ith sorte pauses and exceptions, tlicy 
r since been persevering. 



CHAP. X. 

The Rngt of Ih„ry VIll. 

accession of I lenry the ci!;Iu1i . j. 
ead universal joy and satisf.ic- V- , * 
.Stead of a monarch, jwl.uis, '■"'; ' 
nd avuricions, a yoimg :ind };racdul 
'eightet-ii, had succeciii-J to ihc ihnm,; 
;n in the eyes of n.on of sfusi-, i^ivo 
g hopes of his fmnie coiulMct, ir.udi 
those of tho pfoplf, always iiuh.uiloJ 
city, and royal dignity. HitluTto, lie 
n occupied cntin'ly In the piii^uitsiif 
: and manly exercises; and Ehi' piufi- 
'bich he made in each, ^avi- im bad 
prognostic 
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prr»gnostic of his p;irts and capacity. 
vices of vehemence, arcloor, and ini 
which he was subject, auj which aft 
gencniied into tyranny, were cnusidt 
tiiuhs incident lo unguarded youth, v 
be corrected by lime. And as the 
titles of York aud I-ancaster were 
fully united in his person, men jus' 
from a prince, obnoxious to no pjiri 
partiality of admiuistiation which lia 
unknown in Knglaud. 

These favourable prcposNCssions 
raged by the early itcasures which 
braced; liis council vras composed c 
h.iv.1 been accustomed to business, hi 
the least unpopular. The carl of 
Fox, bishop oi' Winchester, were tht 
petitors for his favour. The form 
address of a courtier, pnimotcd tl: 
pleas\Lre and magnificence which 
to prevail. The vast treasures ami: 
late king were gradually dissipated 
eqvncer. of Henry; or if he inte 
ci'urse nt" Iiis festivity, ho chiefly em 
sell in au application to nuisic am 
which were his favourite pursuits, 
wer«» well adtpted to his genius, j 
lie was SI,* iirf'iriniKite as to he set 
study i>f il'.e b.irieu conirov* r .ies of 
wliirh weie tlurn fashionable, he ^ril 
a e.ipacity iilted ihi more Useful . 
anpiiienients. 

'i'lie execution of T'.iYipson and j 
nihtT ;i sacriilif* to public opinion 
liie; vet wliile Iltiuy puuiJied the 
of p.i.l J ianuy, lu' piiid j'ich defe 
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■' WgaOTtnenl*, nt to ctlcbrate his marriage 
;(thc inranta Oitlierinc, ihougli her form <^r 
tjugc wiOi hi< hnither wuk urged by ihe [uU 
KM an impottant objection, 
nranai lhi8 period, whfn the biniation nf 
■filnvnt monnrchic^ of Kuiopt prnmiicd, by 
■tfng enk ather, u lonE triinitijillity, [hut 
Umeii of witr were kindled liy Julius 11. -.m 
IMoui and eVlterprisin^ jioFiiiir, who driir- 
Kg lo cKptl sill princi|ilos from Italy, 
Pjf with a view to l-i-wis '^1' VV.tncc, drew 
t' Verdi Band tn hi» p;itty ; ;ind inlieilcd the 
Mrtif England hy si'ndiii(( Hi.nry a caeiTd 
^perfumed with niual:, and uuuiuicd wirJi 
ln< fie likewise uave him hones that the 
■if neit Christian Kin);, which had hitherto 
bsnnexed to the crown of rnncr, thotild 
Bnnex(>d to that iif Ktifland! ;m.l Hcmy, 
rt<I by tlii« ■ ■ 
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Utter ; and obliged i^wis, log 
bis own dominionsi to abandon 
Italy. The eitreme joy of Jul 
proved fatal to his life; and 1: 
by Leo X. one of the most it 
that ever wore the tiara. He 
eenerous, affable; the patron c 
me friend of every virtue. Hi 
less capable of forming great i 
predecessor, but was more ge 
artful in employing means for 
By the negotiations of X.eo, the 
niilian was detached from Uie ] 
and Henry, notwithstanding his 
in the former campaign, was sti 
prosecute his warlike measures ; 
To forward his enterprises, 
granted a poll tax, which wj 
portion to the station and rich) 
A dtike paid ten marks, an eai 



k MEKIY Vlll. 

Imred on the continent, Dr. West, 
ffiadiOT, was dispatched on an cmi 
mies, the king^s brother-in-law; and 
MIS were given him to accommoilate 
Knees between the kinKdom^, as wtl 
Rid [he intentions of tSe court of tic 
rne complaints had already been ma 
it sides. One Barton, a Scotchman, 1 
[ered injuries from the Poituguese, for 
' could obtain no redress, had procured 1 
marque against that nation ; but he h: 
Bner put to sea, than he was guilty oi 
Itsest abuses, and comiDitted ni;iny depi 
ft^upoa the English. Lord Howaid, 
fedtrard Howard, admirals, son? of i!,o 
iBurry, sailing out against him, fought liin 
(desperate action, where the pirate wji kilU 

fthey brought his shijis into the 'V'.v.im 
Henry refused ;ill satisfaction for this i';t 
Ute, some of the borderers, who wamcd b 
pretence for ilepvcdations, entered riiglm 
«i4er the command of lord Hume, warden 
ftematchcs, and laid waste the frontiers. Nt 
*llWMding these mutual grotmds of dissati,-f;i 
"Ml, matters might ejiily liave been aeconini 
Hiibaditnol bwu for Henry's intended i 
'"ion of France, v.-hich roused the jealousy 
« Scotiish nation. The :mcicnt Jea-ue, win. 
^i between France and Scotland, w 
""•wd to be the strongest band of conrcsio 
"Jiinestras fartlier inticed to take part 
;wd by the invitations of Anne, que 
""'" A'hose knight he had ever in ; 
^p& professed himself, and who sui 
*", according to the ideas of romani 
wpa-evalem in that aire, to take the fit 
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in her defence, and prove h 

valorous champion. The i 

consort, and of his wisest 

vain opposed to the martial 

^e first sent a squadron < 

lince of France; the only i 

'twems ever to have posses 

still made professions of 

trality, the English ambas: 

. and gave warning of the d* 

Henry, ardent for milit: 

discouraged by this appea 

from the north ; and he ha 

who flattered him in every 

impetuous temper inclinec 

dean of Lincoln, and alm( 

passed in favour all his m 

advancing towards that i 

which he afterwards attai 

son of a butcher at Ipsw: 

tained a learned education; 

with an excellent capacity, 

the majrquis of Dorset's fa: 

nobleman's children, and so 

ship and countenance of h 

recommended to be chaplai 

being employed by that mc 

negotiations, acquitted hir 

address, that he was univ' 

a rising man at court. Tl 

however, for a while retard" 

and he might have been for 

bishop of Winchester cast h 

one who might be serviceal 

sent situation. This pre! 

the earl of Surry had tota 
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^ rwolred to introduce Woltey to the ' 
f^rince's familiarity, and hojH-tl that lie 
mval SuTTv in hii insiniiHtinj^ art), and 
I contcntod to Hct in the cabinet A part 
pAate to hi> piitron and promoter. I4.s 
fme, however, Woliey gatncid so much OjH 
n, that h« supplanted biiLh Surry in his 
a and Fox in his tru&t and <.'iinlidenc«. 
mdmitted to Hcnry'i parties oi pleasure) 
Ik the lead in ovcry jovial c cm vi' rial ion, 
ifiDicted all chatlrolic and i-nu-uainment 
W found suituble to the a^u and incli- 
mthe younj; monarch. Ncithvr his own 
ndiicb were nenr tony, nor his character 
IK^yman, were any reatraint upon him, 
■ged him to check, by any uieless severity, 
ptyt >n which Henry paiied his careless 
■ During the intervals of amuieinent, 
es^, niid insimiaCL'd thosL- 
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«) ine prrHin wno prupjcu ii 
' ' I f;ivi>iirite, from bein^ tfai 
I, in be a incmbcr o 
ri licinj; a nicmlH-r of his 
snic Hnil :ilii'iltJ[c minister, 
viincftni'iii iiTiil uncontrolled 
r;itier luid Ki-nitis of WoIm 
liimty t(J displ:iv itself. Inw 
siiinns, bnt ^cifl more ma^ 
penci" J of cxlonsive cnpacii 
unlioimdi'd enterprise ; ambii 
still more desirous of gloryj 
injT, persuasive; and, by lUT 
commanding; liaughty to Y 
fnblc to his dependants : opf 
pie, but liberal to his friend 
than ^Tild'nl ; less moTed b 
coiitcmpi ; he was framed to 
in every intercourse with o 
this miperinrity of nature wit 



d on bonrd her, attended tiy a Spanish 
and seventeen Englishmen. Mean- 
I cable which fastened his ship to that 
lemy being cut, the admir;il was thu* 
hands of the French i ard us he still 
the comhai with great eallauny, he 
id overboard by tneir pikes ; and the 
luraged hy the loss of their commander, 

mean time, Henry, having levied a nun 
taift prepared to pass over to Calais, 
g the queen regent during his absence i 
cure her administration from all dis- 

he ordered Edniond de la Pole, eari 
It, who had been attainted in the late 
Ik executed. In his expedition, he was 
tied by the duke of Buckingham, and 
he nobility : but of the allies, or whose 
' he relied, the Kwim nkme perfdinivd 
iRCnients, and invaded France. Maxi- 
nstead ot reinforcing tlie latter with 
lusand men, joined the English army 
w German and Flemish snlditrs ; and 
;lhedisposition of the English iiKmauh 
-e bent on glorv than on iiUtrLSt, lie in- 
iitlf'int.)iiis service, and received an 
crowns a-day a^i one of his subkcis anj 

thouf:h, in lact, iie directed the wiiolu 
s«f the English army, 
itie, a town SJiiiated on the frontiers 
y, was reduced U) the hist extremity, 
lit hundred horsemen, e,u)i of wlioni 
sack lit gunpowder behind liim, and 
lersof bacon, broke through iJie lines 
siegers, depoiiied their burden in tlic 
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town, and forced their way bs 
Enelish were collected to surroui 

But the English had, soon afte 
for die insult. Henry had rcceiv 
of the approach of the French h 
advanced to protect another inci 
traillcs ; and he ordered some tro 
Lis, in order to oppose him. ". 
France, though they consisted cl: 
men who had behaved with ere 
many desperate actions in Italy, 
of the enemy, seized with so ur 
panic, tliat they immediately tool 
were pursued by the English. 
Longucville, who commanded tl 
many other officers of distinctio 
prisoners. This action, or rathe 
monly called the " Battle of Spun 
French, that day, made more use 
than of their swords or military i 

Instead of pursuing his victor} 
turned to the siege of Terouan 
after was obliged to capitulate. ] 
instance of Maximilian, invested 
that city also surrendered in a fc 
bishop of that see being lately < 
bestowed the administration of it f 
Wolsey, and put him in immec 
of the revenues, which were consii 
ing of tlic retreat of the Swiss, 
the season to be far advanced, he 
proper to return to England ; a: 
greater part of his army with him. 
attended him in every enterprise ; 
ful mind was much eluted with 
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iriiy I but itll men uf iudgment, comparing 
vuntagc» of hi« litu^tion with liii pruvren, 
— fcwith hi»Hcquiihian», were convinced 
ci»njiHij;n vm, in reulily, both ruinous 
Mrlarinuf to him. 
fOM nctlit Henry'* arrai were tveii more 
Hhll i the kinf( of Scotlvind with iin army 
RthouianJ men, after rav^f;in)( tliii iron- 
If North umber Un J, hnj cncHiiipcd on tome 
|T()unJ, near tW hilU "f Cliuviiic, with 
ity-iin thou«ind diiciplincd troopi. The eurl 
lorry aJvancinif lowurdi thu inv;t(lerii, by n 
Ud murch towards Dcrwick, iudiKod tiio 
Uilh army to Jeaccnd from the hilU to l-'loii. 
^U I indi fti an cnffiigcnKiiit wun now bf- 
pbMviulilrt both »i Jo iirvpHrcd lur it with 
pUlty and order. Thu Kn^lith (Iividi.-a 
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expcnce of blood t 
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gales, oacoailttigi 
^ould be re&tora 
tfae lut place in H 
the hiuids of Uie 
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■poedily ^niihed }ji 
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ihrec ceaniriet. i 
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concluded, the vr^ 
Irom the coniineob 
' Mas recalled to lim 

A- D- ■ T."*! ? 
T.J.JO ^'"f" *«<*! 
crown, and 
pay, thoueh Utefl] 
ynder Richard ll 
io >'iolit(iii^, widi 
succrssicn of tbeiig 
the hnuH! at' Mori 
Che mwz oi* the 1) 
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fomt: time, it was kept unburied 
died under sentence of exconunii 
count of his confederacy with 
opposition to the holy see ; hu 
applicatiim, wlio pretended that 
in the inst;int before his death, i 
of rt'pentanee, nbsoluiion was j 
his body was interred. The Scot 
asserted that it was not Jumcs's 1 
found in the field of battle, but 
phin^toni who had been arrayed 
filing their king's, in order to t 
tion cf the English, und share tl 
master. It was believed, that J 
seen crossing the Tweed at K< 
imagined that he had been killet 
of lord Hume, But the popul 
tained the opinion that he was 
having secretly gone in pilgrimi 

I.:mH. \vni>M r.>lnrr> ncr.iin. nnd 
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of hii sister and nephew. The caj-l of 
ho had gained him so ercat a victory, 
tred to the title of dnku of Norfolk. 
1 been forfeited by his father, for ciw 
t the side of Richard the third ( mni 
ker promoiionB, Wolsey, whowasbotl) 
its and his iii!iiister> was created bishop 

R. 

Kith Scotland enabled Henry a y. 
lit whole attention to the enter- . ' , / 
Wt France ; but severed inci- 
Ud his eyes to the rashness of the un- 
, The pope, uhwiUing to push the 
i.extremities, bad taken o(£ the sentence 
■nnication. Ferdinand) flattered with 
f obtaining the second daughter of the 
aft, with the dutchy of Milan in dowry, 
r nis family, had not only agreed to 
IT a year, but engaged Maximilian in 
; and Henry could nut linr Ul' iiii|>iii'd 
itment towards tliosc who iiad irnposi'd 
experience, and Libus(;d his too i^rcut 

«c of Longnevillf, wlio hiid been made 
t Gui.if.[;;\iL-, W.L.. .c.iJv lo laki- .idvan- 
lis dlspn.ilioii. Hui.:pios<-.ltcd, lll.ll 

ivas a widower wiiliuiii m;iU- <liildM-ii, 
ge could be moic .imiil.lu tu him, ili.ui 
Uie princess Mary, the sisier of 1 knry. 

seemed to hL-arken lo this dlwoiirse 
ag cars. Loni^'ueville ihen inlornied 

of thi: probaliiiiiy which he diseovc-red 
ig the niatier to a happy conchision ; 
i-ed full powers for negoiiatiiip; tlie 
.'he aiticlfs were easily ad_iustL-d be- 
monarchs ; aud imlead oi open en- 
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inity, Ihey were engaged in a defensive allii 
in ciise either should be attacked. 

The espousals of Mary and I..ewis were 
after celebrated at Abbeville ; but tlie moru 
seduced bv the beauty of his young queen, 
a course of pleasure, very unsuitable to his 
f. j^ stitution, died three months aftei 
J, ^ ' marriage. He was succeeded by 1 
^ ^' cis, duke of Angoul^me, a youth o 
and twenty, who had married the eldest di 
ter of Lewis. When this happened, G 
Bnijpdon, duke of Suffolk, the most cornel] 
sonage of his time, and the most accompl 
in all the exercises which were then thouf 
befit the courtier and a soldier, was at the 
of France. He was such* a favourite with h 
tliat he once thought of marrying him 
sister Mary, who now asked Suffolk, wl 
he had the courage, without farther refle 
to espouse her? telling him, that her bi 
would more easily forgive him for not aski 
consent, than for acting contrary to his o 
Suffolk declined not so inviting an offer 
their nuptials were secretly celebrated at 
Francis, who was pleased with this mar 
as it prevented Henry from forming any p 
ful alliance by means of his sister, interpos 
^ood offices in appeasing him ; and even 
sey, having entertained no jealousy of St 
vas active in reconciling the king to his 
and brother-in-law. 

Wolsey's sudden elevation, and his ha 
deportment, tended to disgust the nation, 
It ri vetted him faster in Henry's confidence 
valued himself on the choice he had made 
prefcn-ed him to the archbishopric of Yorl 

a] 
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e V it the sees of Durhai 

; Wii the pope, obiervin 

.,.;c uvei k created him a ca: 

rlis train c - of eieht hundre 

of who I y were kntglits an 

jBtlemen ; and lOever was distinguished b 

or scienct , ] . court to tlie cardinal 

e paid eou in vain. Literature, wliie 

IS Iheii in its inl" ', found in him a generou 

|Rtron i and both ny his public institutions an 

nvate bounty, he gave encouragement to ever 

Iranch of erudition. Not content, however, wit 

Kis munificence, which gained him the apprc 

*ion of the wise, he strove to dazzle the eyes c 

e populace, by tlie splendour of his equipag 

id furniture, the rich embroidery of his liv( 

,.es, and the costliness of his apparel. 

' Warham, chancellor, and archtiishop of Car 

erbury, a man of a nindcr^itetcmjier, :inj nvei^ 

to all dispoies, cliosi.' rulher to retrri.' iinin \m]- 

'\c employment, tli;in inaiutain aiui;ici|u:il icnicj 

vich the haughty cirdiiial. AccorJiiiclv, he re 

igiied his ollirc rf chiuiccllor ; and'liu- c;.vh 

e.il w;is imnicdi.n.-lv ddivev.^1 ii. WoU-y''. I 
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and, ihoiip;li a part of the nobility proposed e\«fti;.^ 
ing Angus to the regency, some of the wvtf 
powerful of the Scottish chieftains insisiedw 
raising to this dignity, the duke of Albur.y, 
to a brother of James the third, and firsi prince ^.^ - 
of the blood, which proposition was canieJ. 

During these transactions, Francis the hr< 
had penetrated into Italy, and, gaining; tlieblotidy 
battle of Marignan, had conquered Slilaa. His 
success and gb)ry excited the emulation of Hen- 
ry ; but tlie situation of the other powers ol 
Ivarope was far from favourable to his views; 
Verdiuand, his father-in-law, who had often lie- 
cv*i\ .^J iiim, was declining tlnough age and iv- 
iinniriis; and a speedy period was locNod forio 
the long and prosperous reign of that guMt n;o- 
narch. Charles prince of Spain, sovereign* I 
the l^ow Countries, desired nothing but peace 
with FrantJ", who had it so much in his pi)Wcr, 
if pravi)ked, to obstruct his peacea'olc acce-sij:! 
to that rich inheritance which was awaiiin;; 
him. 

. ,^ At length, the death of Ferdinand ihe 

J J, . * CaLi'.olic devolved on his grandsDa 
Oiarlcs his extensive dominions ; and the 
uttc the latter advanced in power, the more 
Fraiicis was sen:>il)le of the necessity of gaining 
Hciiry. 1 Icr had liitherto slighted Wolsey ; but 
lie now courted him with the most assiduous 
flattery ; and it was not long before he found tl:e 
goi^d ertecis (.f liis policy. 

A treaty was soon concluded between Henry 
and Francis, for the cession of Tournay li» the 
latter ; and in 01 dcr to give tliis sacrifice a mora 
graceful aj-^pcarance, it was agreed that tliedau- 
phui and princess Mary, both of Uiem infants 
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i be betrdt , and that this city should be 
lered as the dowry of the princess. Such 
of agreement were then common among 
eigns, though it was very rare that the in- 
cs and views of the parties continued so 
ly as to render! the intended marriages ef- 
jal. But as Henry had been at consioerable 
mce, in building a citadel at Tournay, Fran- 
agreed to pay him six hundred thousand 
wns, at twelve annual payments, and to put 
his hands eight hostages, all of them mea 
quality, for the performance of the article : 
id lest the cardinal should think himself ne- 
ected in these stipulations, Francis promised 
im a yearly pension of twelve thousand livres, 
s an equivalent of the administration of the bi- 
Ju^prir of Tournay. 

Tlu" lii:^' ot lcp;atc, which was about this time 
coniciT'jd (111 W'olsoy, brought \vitl\ it :i jrieat 
acrt >• loii o( pnu\T ;mtl dip^nity. He rrcctcd :i 
ronrt, wliicli lie liivrsleJ with :i kind oi" ii^r^nisi- 
Lor-i;il .ni J i. '. :■ -.< -i ial powris, cvni over the l;ii; y ; 
fii-id vi'i '■ tci! ''[ lo jiujKirc into all actions, wliich, 
l)i()i:"!i \l\i V rsca{)('d the law, min;ht appcai con- 
rrai \' io''f)f el morals. 'I'he ahnse of this cfinrr. 
!;(»wl vc r, at leninh readied the king's ears, am 
he c^picsM'd sucli tlispleasnie to the cardinal, a 
made liim ever alter more ciiutious in his \)\\ 
ceeJini^s. 

W'liile I ^(Mlr^^ indnl^inr liimsclf in . - 
ploaM:re and amnsement, enlrusted liie '1 
jnuHi ninent of" }iis kin^i^dom to this impe- 
rious minister, an anitlent happ/cned al^n 
Vvl'iich exciteil his attention. i\hixii?ii]ian, 
MMpcro)-, died ; a man who, of liimsclC, w a 
deed ol little consequence ; hut as In , dcatl' 
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vacant tho first staliim iuiiong christian princHi 
it set []w piisMOUsof men in ;igil;ition, anJ proved 
a kiiul oi" xr,x in tlie general system oi Kiirope. 
The kiu'^s ot' France an J Spain i mme J lately d^ 
chnvJ themselves candidates tor tlie iniperiJ 
crown, and employed every expedient of money 
or intri^nc, which promised tliem snccessinso 
great a point of amhition. Henry also was en- I 
ctniraged to advance his protensifms ; but sooj 
lonnd that he had commenced his canvass too 
late. 

Francis and Charles professed from tlie be- 
ginning to carry on this rivrilship without an- 
mity ; Init all men apprehended that this nu'^Jc* 
ration wcnild not be of K)ng diirati n ; and wl'.en 
Charles prevailed, Francis conld not liclp se- 
verely feeling his disappinntment in so imp^vi.ini 
a pretension. Both of them were princes i*:> 
dcnved witli talents and abilities; i)r.ive, avjvr- 
ing, iictive, warlike ; behu'cd by tlicir scrvair.s 
and subjects, dreaded by tlieir enemies, and ic- 
spert( d by all the world : Francis, open, fnnk, 
liberal, munitlcont, carrying these virtues to an 
excess wlilch prejudiced his atfairs : Charles, p<»- 
litical, close, artful, frugal ; better qualiHed to 
obtain success in wars and in negotiations, espe» 
ciall y tbe latter. Tlie one the more amiable man ; 
the oilier tlie greater monarch. And as tlie per- 
sonal ijualitles of these princcii thus counter- 
pv>Isevi each other, so did tlie advantages anJ 
disiulvantaj^esofiliclr dt^miaioni. I'\)rinne al»mc, 
■wiihuut the concurrence ot jiruilcnce or valour, 
never reared v.\\ oi a sudden, so i.Meal a pi-wtr 
:is 'Jiat which ceutered in llie empeior CMiaiiCN. 
lu- re,![H\l tlie succession ol Castile, ol AMMj^nn, 
^f Ausiria, ot the Netherlands ; lie inherited il;e 
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C nada ;' election en- 
J ei the bounds of the 
I a little before hit 
the whole treasure; 
, of the new world, 
of all these ad-van^ 
■, greater and more ex. 
1 in Europe since that oi 
Ritte Romans, the kiiigtn of France alone, beinf 
close, compact, tinitcd, rich, populous, and in 
terposed between the provinces of the emperor'i 
dominions, was able trt make a vigorous oppo 
, ^nd to maintain the con 
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13ut wliile Henry was prrparim 
cfcpart for Calais, he hoard ilie cmjxi 



'lliat gri'at 
apprehensive of llio 
and llfury, roM>b 



prince and politic 
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stilled into Wolsey the hope of a 
papacy ; and in coiilidi.'nce of r 



dijjjnity, the canlinal socrctly devoted liimrf Ip 
to iho intfi'csts of Cli;irles. 

'I'lii' il.iy ol' CharU's's dopurture, llonrypa^^d 
over to Ciilnis, with liis ijmccmi iiiul con it. llie 
two monarchs met in a ileld within ti)c En;;- 
lisli palo, betwvon 0\iisncs aiul Ardres;and 
sucli was their profusion usi procured to liie 
place the name oi tlie field of the TVo/// nf'(t.<iJ, 
lleiuy proposed to make some amendmcntf 
on the articles t>f their former alliance; :nii 
lie began to read the treaty, / He.trr^ Knuri 
these were the first words;; and he stopped* 
moment. He subjoined onlv tliu words of A/'if 
ifiN</^ wiiliont adiling Fnuirr^ the usual fciylc (»i 
the Knglish monarclis. Francis remarked this 
tlelicacy, and expressed by u smile liis appro- 
bation of it. 

Tliis compliment was soon repaid by rrancis!. 
That generous prince, shocked at the precautions 
which were observed, whenever he had an inter- 
view with the Knglisli nionarcli, in cn-Jer to 
break uiX tliis tedious cerenii>nia]> took with 
liim two j^entlemeii and a page, and rode c'i- 
recti y into (iuisnes. 'J 'ho guards were sur- 
pri;*rd at the prcience of tlie nionarcli, wlio 
palled aloud to them, *• You arc all my pri- 
soners ; carry ine to your master." I lenry was 
cfjually astonished at the appearance of Franci**; 
and takinp; liiin in liis arms, " My brolher»" said 
he, " yr)u Jiave hire played me the most agrre- 
ahle trick in tlie world, and have sliowed nie tl'e 
full coiihJcnce J r^iay place in you : [ surrender 
myst-U yiur piis-incr Imm this mojueiit,'* lie 
tnok ln»ni his nick a collar <.f pearls worth tif- 
tceu thous uid ..Ji^cls J aud putting it abi^it 

rruiici> s 
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cis's,' begg^- hi £0 wear it for the sake of 
risoner. Francis agreed, but on condition 
Henry should wear a bracelet, of which he 
le him a present, and which was double in 
xe to the collar. The king went next day 
Ardres, without guards or attendants; and 
ifidence being now fully established between 
i monarchs, they employed the rest of the 
oe entirely in tournaments and festivals. 
When Henry took leave of Francis, he paid 
visit to the emperor and Margaret of Savoy at 
rravelines, and the artful Charles completed the 
npression which he had begun to make on 
lenry and his favourite. He renewed assu* 
unces of assisting the latter in obtaining the 
papacy; and even put him in immediate pos- 
session of the revenues belonging to the sees of 
liud.ijox ;inil Phicontia. 

Tlio violonl |)crsonal emulation between the 
emperor and tJic French kin;; soon broke ont in 
lioblilities. 1 Icnry, who pretended to he ncnii .d, 
eniMin-d iJjeni to send tlieir ambassadors to C'a- 
lais, lliere in nc gotiate a peace under the medi- 
ation of Wolsey and (he pop(.''s nnneio. '\Uc 
cnipcror was well apprised of the partiality <»1 
these mediators; and his demands in the < oidi- 
rence wcie so unreasonable, as phiinly piovcd 
liim conscious of the advanta;.;<;. On Iranc is's 
rejecting the terms pro[)osed, the eonj-tess o) 
Cahiis hroke up, and VVolse), soon after, took 
.1 journey to Bruc^es, where he met with the ( in- 
})eror. He was receiveil with t!>e sum* 'aiie 
magnificence, and respect, as il he h id hccn ih 
kiu;!^ of Knc;land hiinst^lC; :.\h\ hi- < om hulei 
in his master's name, an odiMisive alli.Mu e vvii 
lJk- pope and the empcior a|;ainbt I'i.oh^-, < 

eundilic 



east to the cardinal by serenil 
Uie expensive mtervteiV'at Guisne 
fcrther by his rashnejs and levitj 
kind's liJB^hcst di''pic:isiire, was 
trialj antf the duki- of Nonblk, i 
earl of SuiTv, had inarried 
daughter, nas created lord itewa 
preside at this solomn procedui 
consisted of a duke, a marquis, se 
twelve barons; and tliev gave 
against Buckingham, which was : 
lied into esecution. 

From rhis tragical scene, the 
English ivere diverted to other 
indeed engrossed the attention a 
part of Europe. Leo X. by his 
enterprising temper, havinaf eshai 
sury, in order to replenish i^ had i 
sale of indulgences. The produi 
venue, particularly that which an 
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Europe wus filled with the voice of 

■ innovator. 

' iiibtiUied in &i)tknd aome rein»lna 
krdj, th« doctrines of Luther secretly 
ire miiny p;irii^;ins; but Henry had 
!3ted in 4 strict atiachment to the 
ftomr, and tlicrelbre opposed the pro- 
be Lathemn teneit, by all the inHtt- 
!l Hiii cxicnaivc and almost absolute 
tonrerred uium him. He even wrote 
^tin ii;;aii»t the pri:,ciple$ of Luther i 
ince wliicJi, if allowance be made for 
, and the age, does no discredit to hii 
He lent a copy of it to Leo, who r«« 
na^inificent a. present with great teiti* 
regard t and conferred on him the 
'Jrnriir nf tAe Ffii'h; an appellation still 
f the kin^ of England. Luther, who 
heat of^controvcrsy, soon published 
in Henrys and, wiihnitt regard to 

inioiiy of stvlc v> which in the course 

lr.ic< h.- hiid'sc hinj; li.r.i acCMMomcd. 
it.ir.illy r.Lv,nn' tli.^ ^yv■A,^T y.axy, -,- 1; <■ 
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Wolsey had received a disappointment i 
ambitiDUs hopes by the election of Adrian 
who dreaded the resentment of that hai 
minister, was solicitous to repair the b 
made in their fricnd^liip by this incident, 
paid another vis t to England ; and b 
flattering the vanity of the king and the car 
he renewed to Wolsey all the promises whi 
had made him, of seconding his pretensi< 
the papal throne. Wolsey, sensible that Ad 
great age and infirmities promised a s 
vacancy, dissembled his resentment, anc 
willing to hope for a more prosperous is; 
the next election. I'he emperor renewe 
treaty made at Bruges, to which some ai 
were added ; and he agreed to indemnify 
the king and Wolsey for the revenue ' 
they should lose by a proposed breach 
France, which soon after took place, wi 
any consistent reason. 

War being declared, Surry landed 

troops at Cherbourg in Normandy ; and 

laying waste the country, he sailed to M^ 

a rich town in Brittany, which he tool 

plundered. Surr}'^ then left the charge c 

fleet to the vice-admiral, and sailing to C 

took the command of the English army, 

tined for the invasion of France. 

A Ys '^^^ French were, however, to< 

1 -09* dent to hazard a general engage 

and Surry having drawn togetb' 

forces, invested Hedin ; the siege of whii 

was obliged to raise, and put his troops 

winter-quarters about the end of October. 

rear guard was attacked at Pas in Artois 

e or six hundred men wvre cut off; nor • 



OTts wake liim mi.ster of one pbce \vith> 
er.ch frontier. 

lies, however, were more succfsiful in 
ere Uie French hst the bloody battle 
» J but on tlie side of .Scotland, though 
nt Albanyi firm to his engaj^enicnts 
ncei prevaileJ on his countrymen.Co take 
liiut EuKlandi they obstinately refused 
ihe borders. Albany observing their 
It, withdrew to France; and in his ab- 
ury ravaged the Mersc and Teviot- 
1 burned the town of Jedburg. The 
England, who knew the ilUtrc^sed sicu- 
ifae Scots, wished to allure them to a 
renunciation of their alliance with 
»y the hopes of contracting a marriage 
the lady Maiy, hiiirets of Kngtand, and 
itig monarc'i : but the return of the 
ok-e this prOjCiI ; and liy thi' authority 
,les, lie y.senbleJ an ainiy, with a view 
ny the rav,ii;c5 cor.iniitLcJ liy llu' r.n;j- 
:he beginniiii: of the i."iiii|>;ii);ii ; imd 

howivti, tliiLt till- I'mjh'.h Mi'Tv -.-a-,. 
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lUuryhad. 
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1.1 privileges, 
1 li il.L-king( 



tiiirii„md poL 
nic-nt-';; .t iuni cmiputtu lo 
sliillin^Ts in tiit- p.i.iid ot one 
«iiJ [liiy c.iilj- viiWii ^n in^Dsil 
liji;^i ill ilic pouiiJ, on -Jil p> 
j.uuiiJs a jfariiiid ii|>«':ird' ; oJ 
tliiise pOBsi'sscJ (rl' twvntj- am 
shiiiiivi ivn M who tnj(.)-3d 
pomui. -.md I'ui'ty sliilliiigs ii y 



hIk' 



iiln.v 
■J'Ijl- fci;: 



(.1' tin; (na 
luj not cjlk'iT ;i prfrli.mei 
'«. birf'orL', he iilimvL'd sctei 



tPitVny Tin. 

felt. The pope Adrisn tlic««B 

went the sevptitli, ofilie fitnily of 

elected fn hi» pV-iee, bv the con* 

ae imperial pnrty. Wuiscy c<uil'i 

the insincerity of the errtpcror j luit 

. disgtitt, una after congratolaiing 

)c on hi* promotion, upplled for 4 

erf' the legHtlne power*, which the 

popet hiid ccnfcrrcil upon him. 

pOWlnjjthe iiiiport:irn-oof jjainiiiR liis 

granted him h cunimiiaioi) for life 1 

( Onuraal concession, he in n m-.inncr 

to him tile whole jiapal uathority in 

lit tome pitnicubri, W»liey niudc a 

df thl» eitetiiive power. He crecud 

(«, one at Ojiford, another at Ipswich, 

I of hii nativity ; he sought, h11 over 

i&T learned mm to supply the chair* iif 

lews i and, in order to bexcow endo*- 

ihi(i>, Lr Mii'iiii-.' rd Mn?ie 'm;iller tno* 

, and distributed tlic monks into other 

■;ir wilh Trancf yrt Imnfi; in suspense j 
;isfrmrilbc- ticasoii of CiMrlus duk.: oC 
, roiiM.il.lc ..fl'K.i'.iMli;,! ilif iillifM-:. 

i-U-mc oi ;. );nv-snii, 1.. in,- iLpllvi,! ..| 
r- |...v..-.slo„.., ;.mipi.,v.,kV,| .ulM.il.- 
,id.Tit,TK,liMo;iM-<i..l t.>it.-.|,.>jid.ii<-.- 

.n.isu;...,l>.,.,.,inh.,l), llnu,b..M|,r<,. 

.-.iU: I'llMl.pl-.ri.rll III,;. j.;i'l,,>lil, ,;,[,.„■ 
^il'il ; .iikI li"iii'i'>ii w:,: \<>,..;\ U> ■,(■,■! 

1 i!ic vwiL-rvT-- u>,i,t, ^vl,^c hv ■■„, 
'■ '• I''")'-' 



I8S ENGLAND. 

ler of his friendship and protection, he e 
I promise that she never would consent i 
iismenibering of any province from the 
chy for her son's ransom. With theen^pi 
bowever, he put on the appearance c^f vigruri 
tnter prise ; and, in order to have a preienctl 
breaking with him, he dispatched Tonstali 
shop of London, to Madrid, with proposals i 
a powerful invasion of France. He rcqnir 
that Charlos should immediately enter Gaic 
at the head of a great arnry, in order to putl 
in possession cf that province; and lie demand^ 
the payment of large sums of nior.cy, vbi 
that prince h.id borrowed from him in his" 
visit at London. He knew that the emperor 
in no condition of fulfilling either of these i 
manJs ; and Tonstal, likewise, after his iirrii 
at Madrid, informed his master, that Charl« 
on his part, urged several complaints agali 
Kiigland. 
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